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Bolton's return concerns South Korea 

Trump’s new national security adviser known for hawkish views on North Korea, Iran 



Andrew HARRER/Bloomberg 


John Bolton, who recently provided 
commentary for Fox News, has advocated 
a hard line against North Korea since he 
served as an ambassador to the United 
Nations under George W. Bush. 


By Anna Fifield, Loveday Morris 
AND Michael Birnbaum 
The Washington Post 

TOKYO — President Donald Trump’s 
decision to make John Bolton his new na¬ 
tional security adviser ricocheted across 
the globe, unsettling allies and raising 
alarm that a hawk who advocates military 
action against North Korea and Iran will 
have the president’s ear. 

From Berlin and Jerusalem to Seoul and 
Tokyo, U.S. allies who have long felt that 
Trump’s unconventional rhetoric on foreign 
policy often did not translate to concrete 


■ Low-profile Mattis holds 
firm amid chaos surrounding 
Trump’s national security team 

Page 6 

policy are bracing for a shift. Following 
the nomination on March 13 of the hawk¬ 
ish Mike Pompeo to become secretary of 
state, Bolton’s elevation means that Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis is the lone survivor 
in a ring of advisers who pushed Trump to 
hew closer to conventional foreign policy 
positions. 


Now, as U.S. policy on North Korea and 
Iran reaches a crucial juncture in coming 
weeks, Bolton’s regime-change rhetoric to¬ 
ward both nations may move closer to real¬ 
ity, allies believe. Europeans, who widely 
support a 2015 deal to restrict Iran’s nu¬ 
clear program, fear its imminent demise. 
Some Israelis — even those who criticized 
the pact — are also concerned. In South 
Korea and Japan, fears rose that Trump 
is preparing for war if talks with North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un fail to yield 
breakthroughs. 

SEE BOLTON ON PAGE 6 



Matt BuRKE/Stars and Stripes 


A 10th Regional Support Group soldier takes up a security position at Camp Schwab, Okinawa, on Wednesday. The unit’s first comprehensive live-fire exercise on the island 
in a decade was designed to ensure that every soldier — including paralegals, truck drivers and supply specialists — knew how to deal with an advancing enemy. 
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Navy tests drone that 
detects coastal mines 



Deven ELLis/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


An IVIQ-8B Fire Scout drone prepares to land on the littoral combat ship USS 
Coronado last year in the South China Sea. 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

The Navy has completed developmental 
testing of a drone-based coastal mine de¬ 
tection system intended to become stan¬ 
dard equipment on littoral combat ships. 

The testing, done last month aboard the 
USS Coronado off the Southern California 
coast, put the system through its paces in 
a realistic environment using the assigned 
crew and aviation detachment to verify 
that it is ready for the next step of opera¬ 
tional testing, a Navy statement said. 

The system is designed to identify sur¬ 
face mines and other obstacles on beaches 
or surf waters, which until now needed 
to be done by sailors or Marines actually 
landing for a first-hand look. Aside from 
risking casualties, such reconnaissance 
can also potentially reveal landing zones. 

The mine-detecting drone is part of the 
evolving Coastal Mine Reconnaissance 
system, a suite of technologies on littoral 
ships to be used to find and destroy mines 
that hinder amphibious operations. 

Littoral combat ships, with shallow 
drafts, are designed to conduct operations 
close to shorelines. 

Drones are steadily gaining prominence 
in Navy technology. On Tuesday, the Navy 
announced it was renaming Program Ex¬ 


ecutive Office Littoral Combat Ship, cre¬ 
ated in 2011, to PEO Unmanned and Small 
Combatants to better reflect its scope of 
projects. 

The Coastal Mine Reconnaissance mod¬ 
ule consists primarily of the MQ-8B Fire 
Scout, an unmanned helicopter developed 
by Northrop Grumman that carries the 
AN/DVS-1 Coastal Battlespace Recon¬ 
naissance and Analysis, or COBRA, sen¬ 
sor that in daytime detects surface-laid 
mine lines, mine fields and obstacles in the 
beach zone. 

The Navy deemed COBRA operational 
in October after a battery of testing. 

While aboard the USS Coronado, the 
Coastal Mine Reconnaissance system 
was tested with nine specific missions, the 
Navy said. 

Evaluated were mission-tasking from a 
shore-based commander, planning by the 
aviation detachment, flying planned mis¬ 
sions, downloading and analyzing collect¬ 
ed data and transmitting data to the mine 
warfare commander. 

Other participants involved in the test¬ 
ing were Aviation Detachment HSC-21.3, 
Mine Countermeasures Detachment 6, 
Naval Surface Warfare Center Port Hue- 
neme Division, NSWC Panama City Divi¬ 
sion, and Surface and Mine Warfighting 
Development Center, the Navy said. 


Last summer, the Navy demonstrated a 
portable, remote-controlled drone system 
to detect buried and submerged mines. 

The Mine Warfare Rapid Assessment 
Capability, sponsored by the Office of 
Naval Research’s TechSolutions program, 
is equipped with “an ultra-sensitive mag¬ 
netometer sensor system” that provides 
real-time search data to a handheld tablet, 
the Navy said. 

It can differentiate between types of ob¬ 
jects via an intricate set of algorithms. 

“This technology will help Sailors and 
Marines who are approaching a beach¬ 


front to rapidly clear, or at least determine 
the location of, mines or other hazards that 
are in their way,” ONR Command Master 
Chief Matt Matteson said in a Navy state¬ 
ment. “It could potentially save a lot of 
lives.” 

The Navy Expeditionary Combat Com¬ 
mand in 2015 had requested ONR develop 
such a portable system that would be easy 
for warfighters to use on the go, the Navy 
said. 

olson.wyatt(I)stripes.com 
Twitter; @WyattWOIson 


Worker at Aviano Air Base critically injured in construction accident 


Stars and Stripes 

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy 
— A Moroccan national work¬ 
ing for an Italian company on a 
project directed by the Italian 
air force was critically injured 


in an accident on base Thursday 
afternoon. 

“The injured person is an em¬ 
ployee of an Italian company in 
charge of carrying out recon¬ 
struction work on the taxiways 


connecting the aircraft parking 
areas to the runway,” according 
to a statement issued Friday by 
the Italian air force via the 31st 
Fighter Wing. 

Media reports by Messaggero 


Veneto and II Gazzettino said the 
worker was crushed by the bucket 
of a truck. He was treated for his 
injuries and taken via helicopter 
to a hospital in Udine, where he 
was listed in critical condition. 


according to the reports. 

An investigation is ongoing, 
according to the Italian air force 
statement, which also credited 
base and Italian emergency per¬ 
sonnel for their quick response. 
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More Marines 
on rotation 
Down Under 



Photos by Matt BuRKE/Stars and Stripes 

Above: Soldiers from the 10th Regional Support Group prepare to open fire on advancing enemy targets during a live-fire exercise on 
Okinawa, Japan, last Wednesday. Below: Soldiers shuffle out of fortified trenches. 

1t gets US prepared for the worst' 

US Army holds first comprehensive 
live-fire drills on Okinawa in decade 



By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP SCHWAB, Okinawa 
— Even the Army’s cooks and 
mechanics need to know how to 
handle an advancing enemy. 

Soldiers from Headquarters 
and Headquarters Company, 
10th Regional Support Group, 
recently took to the field at Camp 
Schwab for the Okinawa unit’s 
first comprehensive hve-fire ex¬ 
ercise on the island in a decade. 

Many of the soldiers are new 
to the Army or have job duties 
like paralegal, truck driver and 
supply specialist that don’t usu¬ 
ally involve squeezing the trig¬ 
ger of an M4 rifle. 

The daytime and nighttime 
training was designed to en¬ 
sure that all are ready for any 
situation that might pop up in the 
Pacific. It accomplishes many 
things, 10th RSG leadership 
said, from exposing young sol¬ 
diers to near-combat conditions 
to making sure they’re familiar 
with Army weapons systems. 

“It gets us prepared for the 
worst,” said 10th RSG paralegal 
speciahst Pvt. Daiviah Walker, 
22, of South Florida. “Not to say 
the worst is coming, but just for 
anything that may happen in 
the long run. At least we’ll know 
what to do.” 

While such training isn’t new 


— it takes place yearly on the 
small-unit level — this was 10th 
RSG’s largest and most com¬ 
prehensive effort on Okinawa 
in years, featuring about 100 
soldiers, or about 80 percent of 
the group. 

The Army has a relatively 
small presence in Japan. Of the 
50,000 servicemembers sta¬ 
tioned here, only about 2,000 are 
soldiers. On Okinawa, they are 
based out of the small coastal fa¬ 
cility called Torii Station. 

Two months of intensive plan¬ 
ning culminated in Wednesday’s 
maneuvering and live-fire drills, 
said 10th RSG 1st Sgt. Tennyson 
Grant, 39, of Los Angeles. 

Their task was to relieve a 
unit in a front-line defensive po¬ 
sition and engage an attacking 
enemy, he said. Squad leaders 
led things off with reconnais¬ 
sance and put fire support in 
place, which in this case was 
Army Special Forces’ mortar- 
men far from the battlefield. 
They would then bring their 
soldiers up to the line. 

On Wednesday morning, the 
soldiers awoke bleary-eyed in 
the jungle, the result of heavy 
rains and lightning storms. 
They picked at Meals, Ready to 
Eat while cleaning their weap¬ 
ons and awaited ammunition 
and orders. 

Once locked and loaded, the 


first group marched toward its 
position — a series of fortified 
trenches atop a hill overlooking 
a jungle valley with mountains 
in the distance. 

Squad leaders coordinated 
with Special Forces forward 
observers and called in the grid 
before them. Riflemen took their 
positions. 

Targets popped up in the val¬ 
ley but retreated seconds later, 
signifying enemy ground troops 
moving forward and hitting the 
deck. Clouds of dust burst be¬ 
hind the soldiers as they took 
turns firing. 

“You guys were accurate,” 
said one of the range-control 
observers. 

Grant said the daytime portion 
“went absolutely awesome.” 

“The soldiers were pumped 
up; they were ready to get after 
it,” he said. “They trained really 


hard to get to this point, and this 
was the culminating event. I give 
them an A-plus.” 

Pvt. Deovian Taylor, 19, a unit 
supply speciahst from Atlanta, 
said the training was challeng¬ 
ing, but she loved it. 

“This is not something we 
do on a daily basis,” she said. 
“This is my first time coming 
to the field since I’m new in the 
Army.” 

The company’s executive of¬ 
ficer, 1st Lt. Hannah Stark, 23, 
of Shippensburg, Pa., said all sol¬ 
diers need to know these basic 
soldier skills. 

“The fact that we do have para¬ 
legals out here in the same sec¬ 
tion as a mechanic and a cook, it 
really shows cohesion, the idea 
that we’re not just our [military 
occupational specialty]. We’re 
all soldiers,” she said. 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

The Marine Corps is boosting 
its annual rotation of forces to 
Australia’s Northern Territory. 

Elements of Marine Rotational 
Force-Darwin are turning up in 
Australia this month to prepare 
for the arrival of nearly 1,600 
Marines, eight MV-22 Osprey 
tilt-rotor aircraft and an artillery 
battery of six M777 Howitzers. 

The seventh rotation to Darwin 
is more than 300 Marines stron¬ 
ger than last year’s mission, but 
it’s still more than 900 Marines 
short of the long-term plan to 
send 2,500 Marines Down Under 
for six months each year. 

Australian Defence Minis¬ 
ter Marise Payne welcomed the 
increase. 

“These initiatives strengthen 
the ability of Australia and the 
US. to work together and with re¬ 
gional partners in the interests of 
regional stability and security,” 
she said in a statement issued 
Friday. 

Since 2012, the Marines’ Dar¬ 
win mission has increased in size 
and complexity, enhancing the 
capability of Australian and US. 
forces to work together, the state¬ 
ment said. 

“During mqjor exercises, the 
rotation will include additional 
equipment and assets such as 
AH-IW Super Cobra helicopters, 
UH-IY Venom helicopters, F/A- 
18 Hornet aircraft and MC-130 
Hercules aircraft,” Payne said. 

The increase will enable a 
broader range of exercises and 
training activities. Marines are 
expected to participate in 15 
training activities alongside the 
Australians, the statement said. 

Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand 
and other nations will participate 
in or observe some of those drills, 
Payne said. 

“Australia and the US. have 
a long-standing history of work¬ 
ing together to promote peace, 
security and stability across the 
globe,” he said. “Australia wel¬ 
comes opportunities to work with 
the United States to foster greater 
cooperation with our regional 
partners.” 

The Australian Defence Force 
is also planning air training ex¬ 
ercises with the US. Air Force 
this year under the Enhanced Air 
Cooperation Initiative, the state¬ 
ment said. 

Activities under the initiative 
include aeromedical evacua¬ 
tion training, fighter integration, 
combat mobility drills with the 
Marines, integrated aircraft 
maintenance and expanding air- 
to-air refueling capabilities. 

“Enhanced Air Cooperation ac¬ 
tivities complement and support 
training with the US. Marines, as 
it increases the ability of Austra¬ 
lia and the US. to deploy into the 
region where and when they are 
required to do so,” Payne said. 

The Marines are expected to 
complete this year’s rotation to 
Australia in October, the state¬ 
ment said. 


robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


burke.matt@stripes.com 
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Clockwise from 
above: More than 
300 soldiers and 
family members run 
during the Bavarian 
Health Initiative 5K 
at Grafenwoehr, 
Germany, on Friday; 
Staff Sgt. Dewayne 
Hawk wears a 
Bavarian Health 
Initiative shirt at 
the 5K; fruits and 
vegetables are on 
display during the 
event. 


Photos by Martin Egnash/ 

Stars and Stripes 


Army garrison in Germany begins health initiative 


By Martin Egnash 
Stars and Stripes 

GRAFENWOEHR, Germany — The 
Army ran a health assessment test for sol¬ 
diers and family members on base earlier 
this year and discovered several negative 
trends among the community, including 
childhood obesity, high alcohol use and 
poor mental health. 

In an effort to combat those trends. 


U.S. Army Garrison Bavaria on Friday 
launched the Bavarian Health Initiative 
to reward soldiers and families who take 
their health into their own hands. 

“When I saw the evidence that un¬ 
healthy trends are becoming more preva¬ 
lent, I wanted to do something about it,” 
said base commander Col. Lance Varney. 
“The [Bavarian Health Initiative] is a way 
to give more momentum to the programs 
we already have available and get people a 


little more excited about making healthier 
decisions.” 

Community members sign up for the 
program with a stated goal such as losing 
weight and can earn prizes for achieving 
those goals. 

“I’m 100 percent on board with the pro¬ 
gram,” said Staff Sgt. Dewayne Hawk, who 
works in preventive medicine at Medical 
Department Activity Bavaria and signed 
up for the program. “I think this is a great 


way to get people outside and moving and 
generally making better decisions.” 

The initiative kicked off with a run Fri¬ 
day afternoon and will continue for sev¬ 
eral months. During that period, certain 
healthy foods will be marked at the post 
commissary, and mental health programs 
will be showcased around the base. 

egnash.m'artln@stri pes.com 

Twitter: (I>Marty_Stripes 



























Monday, March 26,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 5 


MILITARY 



Photos by Farah Abdi Warsameh/AP 


Above: Somali soldiers stand near the wreckage of a three-wheeled 
motorcycle taxi at the scene of a car bomb explosion near the 
parliament building in Mogadishu, Somalia, on Sunday. 

Below: Soldiers secure the scene of the explosion. 



Car bomb kills at least 
4 in Somalia’s capital 


By Abdi Guled 

Associated Press 


USAREUR civilians face 
new restrictions on LQA 


MOGADISHU, Somalia — A 
car bomb exploded near Somalia’s 
parliament headquarters in the 
capital, Mogadishu, kilhng at least 
four people along with the driver, 
police said Sunday, with several 
others injured. 

A huge cloud of smoke could 
be seen billowing over the area 
dotted with security checkpoints 
erected along a road leading to the 
presidential palace, the main gate 
of which is just 200 yards from the 
blast site. The checkpoint also is 
close to the interior ministry. 

The car bomb was detonated at 
a checkpoint after soldiers inter¬ 
cepted and stopped a suspicious 
vehicle, senior police Capt. Mo- 
hamed Hussein told The Associ¬ 
ated Press. Those dead included 
two soldiers, he said, while many 
of the nearly 10 people wounded 
are rickshaw drivers. 

The extremist group al-Shabab 
claimed responsibility, saying 
it killed 13 presidential guards. 
However, the group often exag¬ 
gerates its claims of the number of 
casualties. 

A few hours earlier, another car 
bomb outside the capital killed one 


person plus the driver, police said. 
Officer Mohamed Abdi told the AP 
that the explosion occurred after 
soldiers arrived at the scene to in¬ 
spect the “suspicious” car, which 
had become stuck on a sandy road 
in the Sinka Dheer area. 

The car bombings come three 
days after at least 14 people were 
killed and 10 others wounded in a 
car bomb blast near the Weheliye 
hotel on the busy Makka Almu- 
karramah road. 

Mogadishu is often a target of 
attacks by the Somalia-based al- 
Shabab, the deadliest Islamic ex¬ 
tremist group in Africa. A truck 
bombing in October killed 512 
people in the country’s deadli- 
est-ever attack. Only a few at¬ 
tacks since 9/11 have killed more 
people. 

The Horn of Africa nation con¬ 
tinues to struggle to counter the 
Islamic extremist group. Con¬ 
cerns have been high over plans to 
hand over the country’s security to 
Somalia’s own forces as a 21,000- 
strong African Union force begins 
a withdrawal that is expected to be 
complete in 2020. 

The US. military, which has 
stepped up efforts against al- 
Shabab in the past year with 
dozens of drone strikes, has said 
Somali forces are not yet ready. 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

STUTTGART, Germany—US. 
Army Europe has quietly intro¬ 
duced rules that put tighter restric¬ 
tions on how its civilian workforce 
can use housing allowances for 
personally owned homes, reduc¬ 
ing the amounts of some payments 
in some cases and imposing a new 
commuting distance limit. 

The changes have largely gone 
unnoticed since they were intro¬ 
duced in October, but some work¬ 
ers are learning of them as they 
try to access benefits they once 
had. They also mean more re¬ 
strictions on civihans working for 
the Army than for other military 
services. 

A mqjor change is that the hv- 
ing quarters allowance, known as 
LQA, can now be applied only to 
personally owned property when 
the home is purchased within the 
first year of an employee’s over¬ 
seas assignment. 

That gives an employee a small 
window to utilize the long-stand¬ 
ing benefit and increases the 
odds that the workers will remain 
renters. 

“It’s just not right that we, with¬ 
out notice, lose benefits from a 
new LQA policy that essentially 
benefits German real estate own¬ 
ers with our US. tax dollars,” said 
an Army civilian, who requested 
anonymity for fear of retribution 
and whose plans to purchase a 
home were scuttled because of the 
change. 

USAREUR doesn’t necessarily 
save money with the change — it 
is still obligated to pay out hous¬ 
ing allowances to those who are 
eligible. 

“What’s happening now is they 
are taking benefits that were part 
of our original hiring agreement 
and, in some cases, the reason 
people took these jobs,” the Army 
civilian said. 

USAREUR did not provide 
a clear explanation about what 
prompted the new restriction, 
saying that purchasing property 
in Europe is “complicated.” 

When asked whether the policy 
change benefits local landlords 
more than US. workers, USA¬ 
REUR did not answer the ques¬ 
tion directly. 

“LQA is an allowance the agen¬ 
cy provides to eligible employees. 
They can use the allowance to pur¬ 
chase or rent within the prescribed 


pohcy,” USAREUR stated. 

In another change, USAREUR 
has abohshed the traditional pay¬ 
ment scheme and set the allow¬ 
ance rate at the “amount owed” on 
the personally owned property, a 
move that could offer substantial 
savings to the government. 

The annual rate previously had 
been set at up to 10 percent of the 
property’s purchase price. 

For Derek West, a civilian with 
US. Africa Command, that change 
in calculation means his annual 
LQA payment has dropped from 
$18,747 to $10,873 for his home. 
West, who has been in a long-run¬ 
ning battle with the Army over his 
rate, said he was subjected to the 
change several years before the 
new policy even went into effect. 

“They (the Army) can’t figure 
out how to pay civilians prop¬ 
erly and, frankly, I think there is 
some willful misinterpretation of 
regulations going on,” West said. 
“They’re being flimflam artists, 
trying to introduce ambiguity into 
an unambiguous calculation.” 

USAREUR said the various 
policy changes in the 22-page 
regulation were part of a yearlong 
review, staffed by its personnel 
office and eventually signed by 
German Brig. Gen. Kai Rohrsch- 
neider, USAREUR chief of staff. 

USAREUR could not explain 
how it will go about calculating 
“amount owed” rates, saying it 
will be determined on a case-by- 
case basis. 

US. Air Forces Europe, mean¬ 
while, hasn’t made such a change 
and continues to use the payment 
model that has been in place for 
decades. 

“LQA can be used for person¬ 
ally owned quarters purchased 
anytime during one’s tour; individ¬ 
uals are not limited to a purchase 
within the first year,” said Auburn 
Davis, a spokeswoman for US. Air 
Forces Europe and Africa. 

West said USAREUR’s new 
policy confuses what was once 
simple. 

“USAREUR and the [Office 
of Personnel Management] have 
teamed up to invent a new way 
of calculating an annual rent cost 
called ‘amount owed’ or ‘actual 
cost remaining,”’ West said. “De¬ 
termining those amounts will 
involve loads of documentation 
covering loan amounts, inter¬ 
est amounts, fees and mortgage 
payment.” 

None of the changes apply to ac¬ 
tive-duty soldiers or the Army’s 


civilian senior executive service. 
It also doesn’t affect other services 
or nonappropriated fund agencies, 
which have their own guidehnes. 

For decades, civihans eligible 
for LQA have been permitted to 
use the allowance if they decide to 
purchase a home at any time dur¬ 
ing their tenure. The benefits were 
designed as a recruiting incentive, 
helping to attract US. workers to 
posts overseas, where salaries 
have generally been lower and 
costs of living frequently higher. 

However, critics of the aUow- 
ances have said the payments are 
too generous and costly. The al¬ 
lowances also have been a source 
of interoffice tension at times. Not 
all overseas civihans receive LQA 
— eligibility is based off State De¬ 
partment regulations. 

Housing allowances vary but 
generally range anywhere from 
$20,000 to $50,000 depending 
on location, pay grade and rental 
choices. A 2015 Government Ac- 
countabihty Office report said the 
Defense Department spends about 
$504 mihion on LQA for 16,500 ci¬ 
vilian employees overseas. 

Additional USAREUR changes 
also require employees to live 
within 50 miles of their post of as¬ 
signment, though employees liv¬ 
ing farther away prior to the pohcy 
change will not be affected. 

vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 



INJURED? 

CmUAN WORKERS 

(INCLUDING NON-US CITIZENS) 

KNOW AND PROTECT YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS 
D.B.A./N.A.F. ATTORNEYS 


www.injuredoverseas.com 


Phone: 954.920.7400 US Toll Free: 888.732.7425 


LAW OFFICES OF BARNETT & LERNER, P.A. 

= FREE CONSULTATION — 
























Page 6 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Monday, March 26,2018 


MILITARY 


Mattis holds firm amid security team shake-up 



Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP 


Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, left, and Vice President Mike Pence, 
right, listen to President Donald Trump speak about the $1.3 trillion 
spending bill he signed Friday. 


By Nick Wadhams 
AND Tony Capaccio 

Bloomberg News 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s shakeup of his 
national security team adds to the 
burden on one man at the center of 
any decision about war and peace: 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis. 

Long a champion of alliances 
and diplomacy, Mattis increas¬ 
ingly finds himself surrounded 
by policy hawks on issues such 
as Iran and North Korea. Yet his 
command of the nation’s 1.2 mil¬ 
lion active-duty personnel makes 
him uniquely placed to steer 
Trump away from any rash deci¬ 
sion to unleash the U.S. military. 

Trump stunned his own aides 
this month by reshaping his for¬ 
eign policy team in a more hawk¬ 
ish bent ahead of a key decision on 
the Iran nuclear deal and a historic 
summit with North Korea’s leader. 
With a tweet, he said he’d replace 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
with CIA Director Mike Pompeo. 
Then Thursday he tapped former 
United Nations Ambassador John 
Bolton to be his third national se¬ 
curity adviser in 14 months, dis¬ 


missing H.R. McMaster. 

While Mattis, 67, has broken 
with his boss on several top policy 
issues, he’s as permanent a fixture 
as anyone can be in the tumultu¬ 
ous Trump administration. 

“He’ll be the last man standing,” 
said MacKenzie Eaglen, a defense 


analyst with the American Enter¬ 
prise Institute. “He is the most 
powerful Cabinet member and 
knows it. He gets to run DOD and 
be a shadow secretary of State.” 

Mattis made rare public com¬ 
ments alongside Trump on Friday 
when the president announced 


his decision to sign a $1.3 trillion 
omnibus spending bill that earlier 
in the day he threatened to veto. 
Trump cited a $70 billion boost to 
the Pentagon budget as the over¬ 
riding reason for him to sign the 
legislation, singling out a number 
of priority weapons projects that 
could now go forward. 

Taking the microphone, the 
four-star general lauded Trump’s 
decision to sign the funding bill 
by citing comments attributed 
to President George Washington 
in the 1790s, saying the support 
will help guarantee peace. “We in 
the military are humbled” by the 
backing provided by the Ameri¬ 
can people, he added. 

It’s clear from their relation¬ 
ship that Mattis “won’t be next” to 
leave the administration, Eaglen 
said, even though his three pre¬ 
decessors at the Pentagon — Ash 
Carter, Chuck Hagel and Leon Pa- 
netta — each lasted two years or 
less in the job. 

Mattis, who Trump introduced 
to the country more than a year 
ago using the general’s “Mad Dog” 
nickname, will still have to con¬ 
tend with the rise of Pompeo and 
Bolton. The two are widely viewed 


as more hardline conservatives 
who have openly championed the 
utility of regime change and pre¬ 
emptive strikes abroad. 

So far, Mattis’ term as defense 
secretary has been characterized 
by a low-profile approach seem¬ 
ingly designed to limit “gotcha” 
moments where he might be seen 
as openly contradicting his boss. 

That tightrope act between 
moderation and bombast seems 
to have worked so far. Trump 
referred to Mattis as “our great 
military genius-slash-person” in 
December. 

The question now is whether 
Mattis will find Bolton and Pom¬ 
peo chipping away at his powers. 
Mattis had a strong alliance with 
Tillerson — they frequently co¬ 
ordinated their positions — in a 
partnership that was a break from 
past tensions between the heads 
of the Pentagon and the State 
Department. 

Now, however, he finds himself 
surrounded by Cabinet members 
and advisers who disagree with 
his worldview, experienced bu¬ 
reaucratic insiders who enjoy the 
rough-and-tumble of Washington 
politics. 


Bolton: Many nervous about appointment of new national security adviser 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“We would desperately wish to see the 
United States in a constructive leading role 
as a steward of the international system,” 
said Norbert Ren, chairman of the foreign 
affairs committee of the lower house of 
the German Parliament. He said he fears 
that Washington is moving in the opposite 
direction. 

“We are concerned that the policy is 
coming closer to the rhetoric,” he said. 
Trump “has now surrounded himself with 
people who share his intuitions and his 
general views.” 

H.R. McMaster, the outgoing national 
security adviser, was no dove on North 
Korea, repeatedly talking about military 
options for making it give up its nuclear 
weapons program. But Bolton’s move into 
the president’s inner circle comes at a par¬ 
ticularly sensitive time in the world’s deal¬ 
ings with Pyongyang. The South Korean 
president is preparing to hold a summit 
with Kim Jong Un at the end of April, and 


Trump plans to follow suit in May. 

“By tapping Bolton, who has called for 
pre-emptive strikes against North Korea, 
Trump is sending a message to the regime, 
telling them that they should come out to 
talks in order to avoid such drastic military 
backlash,” said Kim Sung-han, a former 
South Korean vice foreign minister who is 
now dean of Korea University’s Graduate 
School of International Studies. 

Bolton has advocated a hard line against 
North Korea since he served as undersec¬ 
retary of state for arms control and am¬ 
bassador to the United Nations during the 
George W. Bush administration. 

At that time, the North’s state-run Ko¬ 
rean Central News Agency regularly de¬ 
nounced Bolton, calling him “human scum 
and a bloodsucker” and “a beastly man be¬ 
reft of reason” who suffers from a “psycho- 
pathological condition.” 

He has often argued in favor of a pre¬ 
emptive strike against North Korea. Many 
analysts think that Kim’s regime would 
respond to a military strike by unleash¬ 


ing the conventional artillery it has sitting 
near the demilitarized zone that separates 
the two Koreas. That artillery has all of the 
greater Seoul region, home to 25 million 
South Koreans, within range. 

Japan has also been increasingly wor¬ 
ried about becoming collateral damage, as 
North Korea last year fired several mis¬ 
siles over Japanese territory and threat¬ 
ened to strike American military bases in 
Japan. 

There is also a significant deal of ner¬ 
vousness in Seoul that Bolton, who is set to 
take over as national security adviser on 
April 9, could try to sink the diplomatic ef¬ 
fort now underway. 

The proposed summit between Kim and 
Trump is tentative, with no date or loca¬ 
tion yet set and no clear indication that 
the North’s nuclear weapons program will 
even be on the agenda. 

By selecting Bolton, Trump could be 
trying to walk into the talks with a “for¬ 
midable stance,” said Park Hyeong-jung, 
a senior research fellow at Korea Institute 


for National Unification, which deals with 
inter-Korean relations. 

Bolton’s appointment also comes at a crit¬ 
ical juncture on Iran, less than two months 
before a key deadline for U.S. adherence 
to the Iran nuclear deal. The Trump ad¬ 
ministration has said it will not sign a new 
sanctions waiver for Iran by May 12 un¬ 
less changes are made to the agreement on 
grounds that Tehran has not lived up to the 
“spirit” of the deal. Bolton has long been a 
critic of the accord. 

European leaders, who have been 
engaged in intense negotiations with 
Washington to try to preserve the pact, ex¬ 
pressed alarm about the consequences of 
the appointment. 

“With the appointment of Mike Pompeo 
on the one side, and John Bolton on the 
other, the group of personalities who have 
never made any mystery of their opposi¬ 
tion to the nuclear deal with Iran is grow¬ 
ing,” said Pierre Vimont, a retired senior 
French diplomat who has been involved in 
past negotiations with Iran. 


Koreas agree to talk this week about summit preparations 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
and South Korea agreed Saturday 
to hold high-level talks this week 
to prepare for a summit between 
their two leaders, according to the 
South’s presidential office. 

It’s the first concrete step to¬ 
ward holding the meeting be¬ 
tween North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un and South Korean Presi¬ 
dent Moon Jae-in since the two 
sides agreed to the plan earlier 
this month. 

The North said it will send a 
three-member delegation led by 
Ri Son Gwon, chairman of its 
agency that deals with inter-Ko¬ 


rean affairs, the statement said. 

Unification Minister Cho My- 
oung-gyon will lead South Korea’s 
team at the meeting, which will be 
held Thursday in the truce village 
of Panmunjom in the tense border 
area. 

The South Korean government 
“will put its utmost efforts in pre¬ 
paring for the inter-Korean sum¬ 
mit through the high-level talks,” 
it said. 

Kim told visiting South Korean 
officials that he would meet with 
Moon in late April as the rival 
nations moved to improve rela¬ 
tions amid rising tensions over 
the North’s nuclear weapons pro¬ 
gram. But there had been no of¬ 


ficial word from Pyongyang. 

It would be only the third inter- 
Korean summit as the countries 
remain technically at war after 
their 1950-53 conflict ended in 
an armistice instead of a peace 
treaty. 

President Donald Trump later 
agreed to a summit with the North 
Korean leader by May to discuss 
denuclearization efforts. 

Moon and Kim are widely ex¬ 
pected to have the U.S.-North Ko¬ 
rean summit, which would be a 
first, high on the agenda as well. 

The diplomatic gains, which 
began with the North agreeing to 
participate in the Olympics, come 
after a chaotic year. 


The North test-fired three in¬ 
tercontinental ballistic missiles 
and conducted its sixth and most 
powerful nuclear test, moving 
toward its goal of developing a 
nuclear weapon that could target 
the U.S. mainland. 

Trump also traded threats and 
personal insults with Kim, call¬ 
ing him “little rocket man” and at 
one point threatening to “totally 
destroy North Korea” if needed 
to defend the United States and its 
allies. 

Many North Korea watchers 
also expressed concern Friday 
that Trump’s appointment of the 
hawkish former U.N. ambassador 
John Bolton to replace H.R. Mc¬ 


Master as national security advis¬ 
er could jeopardize peace efforts. 

A senior South Korean presi¬ 
dential official dismissed the wor¬ 
ries, saying that “what’s important 
is President Trump’s will.” 

The official, who spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity in line with 
office rules, downplayed Bolton’s 
past record of hard-line state¬ 
ments about the North. 

“What’s important is not what 
intentions (Bolton) has as an in¬ 
dividual, but how the entire U.S. 
government and President Trump 
will try to resolve this issue,” the 
official said. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


Syrian rebels leave 
region taken over 
by the government 


By Philip Issa 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT—Hundreds of Syrian 
rebels and civilians were bused 
out of a second pocket of the be¬ 
sieged eastern Ghouta suburbs of 
Damascus on Sunday after rebels 
agreed to leave several towns and 
villages after years of siege and 
weeks of heavy bombardment. 

Close to 900 people were evac¬ 
uated from the southernmost of 
three eastern Ghouta pockets on 
Sunday, according to state-affili¬ 
ated al-Ikhbariya TV, following 
some 1,000 fighters, family mem¬ 
bers and other civilians who de¬ 
parted late Saturday, as reported 
by the Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights. 

They left in a fleet of buses, in¬ 
cluding the lime-green municipal 
buses that have come to symbol¬ 
ize defeat for the Syrian opposi¬ 
tion and the rearrangement of 
Syria’s population as the govern¬ 
ment takes back control of cities 
around the country. 

Fighters dressed in fatigues 
slumped in their seats, hiding 
their faces from the news cam¬ 
eras on the road, and children 
peered out the windows. 

The evacuation is modeled on 
others in which rebels have sur¬ 
rendered swaths of territory 
around the capital and other mgjor 
cities after years of siege and bom¬ 
bardment at the hands of Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad’s forces. They 
have been helpless against the 
government’s overwhelming artil¬ 
lery and air power, boosted with 
support from Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guard and Russia’s air force. 

Rebels began evacuating an¬ 
other pocket of eastern Ghouta on 
Thursday. Some 7,000 people left 


Close to 11 million 
people have been 
forced from their 
homes since the 
Syrian government 
began cracking 
down on Arab 
Spring protests in 
2011 . 


the town of Harasta, bound for 
the rebel-held Idlib province in 
northern Syria. 

The Syrian government is giv¬ 
ing rebels and male residents the 
choice of laying down their weap¬ 
ons and signing up for military 
conscription or leaving with their 
families to rebel-held territories 
elsewhere in Syria. Tens of thou¬ 
sands across Syria have elected to 
leave with their families instead 
of serving in the army or risking 
arrest by the state’s notoriously 
vindictive security services. 

Critics say the evacuations 
amount to forced displacement 
and that the brutal siege tactics 
that have deprived hundreds of 
thousands of civilians of food and 
medicine and subjected them to 
years of violence are being re¬ 
warded. Inquiries by the United 
Nations and top UN. officials have 
likened the tactics to war crimes 
and crimes against humanity. 

The UN. and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross have 
refused to facilitate the eastern 
Ghouta evacuations. 

Close to 11 million people have 
been forced from their homes 



Photos by SANA/AP 


Civiliaiis carrying their belongings leave towns and villages in the eastern Ghouta region near Damascus, 
Syria, on Sunday. Hundreds of Syrian rebels and civilians were bused out of the region. 

by the violence that has swept 
through the country since the 
government began cracking down 
on Arab Spring protests in 2011. 

The government has restored 
its authority in most of the mqjor 
population centers across the 
country, but there are few indica¬ 
tions that refugees and the inter¬ 
nally displaced are returning to 
their homes in large numbers. 

Many of the cities and towns 
once held by the opposition have 
been razed by government forces, 
and resources and funding for re¬ 
construction are scarce. 



\ convoy of buses carrying rebel fighters and their families leaves 
several towns and villages in the Ghouta region that are to be 
landed over to government control. 
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Trump points to military 
funds to defend legislation 


By Ken Thomas 
Associated Press 

PALM BEACH, Fla. — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump on Sunday 
defended his decision to sign a 
$1.3 trillion federal spending bill 
despite his misgivings, pointing 
to billions in new funding for the 
military and national security. 

Trump said on Twitter from his 
Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida that 
because of the mihtary funding, 
“many jobs are created and our 
Military is again rich.” He said 
building his signature border wall 
“is all about National Defense.” 

Since grudgingly signing the 
bill on Friday after threatening 
a veto. Trump has faced fierce 
criticism from conservatives 
who have accused him of cav¬ 
ing to congressional Democrats. 
The president said Friday at the 


White House he was “very disap¬ 
pointed” in the package, in part 
because it didn’t fully pay for his 
border wall. But Trump said he 
had “no choice” because the na¬ 
tion needed to fund the military. 

Trump sought $25 billion for 
his border wall, but the plan in¬ 
cluded much less—$1.6 billion for 
building new sections of wall and 
replacing older sections. Trump 
tweeted Sunday that much can 
be done with the money, and it’s 
“just a down payment.” 

He said the “rest of the money 
will come” and again reiterated 
that Democrats “abandoned” 
young immigrants seeking pro¬ 
tections. Trump on Friday noted 
that the bill failed to extend pro¬ 
tection from deportation to some 
700,000 “Dreamer” immigrants 
due to lose coverage under a pro¬ 
gram the president himself has 


tried to eliminate. 

Trump’s veto threat had put 
him at odds with top members of 
his administration and Republi¬ 
can House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
who urged him to sign the bill. 
But prominent conservatives have 
criticized the massive spending 
plan, warning that it could add to 
the nation’s debt. 

The president on Friday 
warned Congress that he would 
“never sign another bill like this 
again.” He called for the Senate 
to overhaul its rules to allow for 
simple-m^ority votes on all bills 
and urged Congress to provide 
him with a line-item veto power 
to kill specific spending items 
he disagrees with. The Supreme 
Court ruled in 1998 that a con- 
gressionally passed line-item 
veto was unconstitutional. 



Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP 

President Donald Trump defended the $1.3 trillion spending bill he 
signed Friday, pointing to the expanded military funding it includes. 


Lawyer opposed to Mueller probe won’t join Trump legal team 


The president is disappointed that conflicts prevent 
Joe diGenova and Victoria Toensing from joining his 
Special Counsel legal team. However, those conflicts 
do not prevent them from assisting the president in 
other legal matters, f 

Jay Sekulow 

counsel to President Donald Trump 


By Josh Dawsey 
AND Carol D. Leonnig 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — A lawyer who Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump said last week would 
come on board to help handle his response 
to Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s Rus¬ 
sia investigation will no longer be joining 
the legal team. 

The lawyer, Joseph diGenova, has often 
vehemently defended the president on Fox 
News and cast the Mueller probe as a con¬ 
spiracy against Trump. Trump enjoyed the 
TV appearances and wanted diGenova on 
his team even though he did not know him, 
officials say. 

But in a statement on Sunday, a spokes¬ 
man for Trump’s legal team said both diG¬ 
enova and his wife, Victoria Toensing, who 
is also a lawyer, would not be working on 


the Russia probe. 

“The president is disappointed that con¬ 
flicts prevent Joe diGenova and Victoria 
Toensing from joining his Special Counsel 
legal team,” said Jay Sekulow, counsel to 
Trump. “However, those conflicts do not 
prevent them from assisting the president 


in other legal matters. The president looks 
forward to working with them.” 

Trump met with diGenova in person on 
Thursday after his hire was announced. 
Three days later, diGenova’s hiring has 
unraveled. 

Trump’s legal team has now shrunk to 


two: Ty Cobb, a White House lawyer who 
does not personally represent the president 
and occasionally draws grumbles from 
him, and Sekulow, an outside conservative 
attorney and radio host. 

Trump had not closely researched diG¬ 
enova or even consulted with top aides, in¬ 
cluding chief of staff John Kelly and White 
House counsel Donald McGahn, before 
hiring him. 

Among the concerns about diGenova’s 
representation is that Toensing has repre¬ 
sented others involved in the Russia probe, 
including Mark Corallo, a former Trump 
spokesman. Corallo has talked to Mueller’s 
team about how Trump and his aides re¬ 
sponded to revelations about a June 2016 
Trump Tower meeting between Donald 
Trump Jr. and other campaign officials 
and a group of Russians. 


Officials: US may expel Russian diplomats in response to poisoning in UK 


The Washington Post 

U.S. and European officials 
said Saturday that President Don¬ 
ald Trump is close to expelling 
20 or more Russian diplomats in 
response to the poisoning of a for¬ 
mer Russian spy in Britain. 

The move, which could prompt 
a new wave of retaliatory expul¬ 
sions of U.S. diplomats in Russia, 
may come as early as Monday. 
But U.S. officials are still seeking 
clarity on how m^or European 
powers are responding to the 
nerve agent attack, which criti¬ 
cally injured a former spy, Sergei 
Skripal, and his daughter, Yulia. 

State Department spokes¬ 
woman Heather Nauert said in a 
statement that the United States 
is considering a “range of options 
to respond to Russia’s outrageous 
actions in the UK., both to dem¬ 
onstrate our solidarity with our 
ally and to hold Russia account¬ 
able for its clear breach of inter¬ 


national norms and agreements.” 

She declined to say what those 
options could be or when they 
might come into force. 

The leaked proposal to expel 
Russian diplomats, first reported 
by CNN, raised questions about 
whether people inside the U.S. 
government disclosed the pend¬ 
ing action to force the president’s 
hand in taking tough action 
against Moscow. The proposal 
was advanced by the president’s 
advisers during meetings on 
Wednesday and Friday, the offi¬ 
cials said. 

A senior European diplomat 
said the United States has been 
considering the expulsion of 20 or 
more Russian diplomats in soli¬ 
darity with Britain. The decision 
rests with the White House, the 
official said, but close allies have 
urged the Trump administration 
to take the symbolic but dramatic 
step as a signal that the assassina¬ 


tion attempt was a test of Western 
resolve that must be answered, 
the diplomat said. 

Officials, including two senior 
White House officials, spoke on 
the condition of anonymity to de¬ 
scribe a sensitive decision that 
hadn’t been finalized. 

Republicans and Democrats in 
Congress have pressed the White 
House to move more aggressively 
against Russia in the wake of its 
alleged interference in the 2016 
election. In August, lawmakers 
passed legislation limiting the 
president’s ability to lift sanctions 
imposed on Russia in response 
to its military intervention in 
Ukraine. 

Since coming to power, the 
Trump administration has taken 
action against Moscow, closing its 
consulate in San Francisco and 
approving lethal aid to Ukraine 
in its battle with pro-Russia sepa¬ 
ratists, a move the Obama admin¬ 


istration opposed. 

Earlier this month, the admin¬ 
istration imposed fresh sanctions 
on Russian government hackers 
and spy agencies for interfer¬ 
ing in the 2016 election and for a 
global cyberattack that officials 
have described as the most de¬ 
structive and costly in history. 

Trump, however, has refrained 
from criticizing Russian Presi¬ 
dent Vladimir Putin, including 
in a phone call last week after 
Russia’s disputed presidential 
elections. 

In advance of the call, the 
president’s staff included a sec¬ 
tion in his briefing materials in 
all-capital letters stating “DO 
NOT CONGRATULATE” and 
recommending that he raise the 
poisoning of the former Russian 
spy. The president chose to con¬ 
gratulate Putin and did not raise 
the poisoning incident, U.S. offi¬ 
cials confirmed. 


A number of European coun¬ 
tries — close to 20 — are expect¬ 
ed to expel Russian officials and 
take other measures as early as 
Monday. The countries include 
the Baltic nations of Latvia, 
Lithuania and Estonia, as well as 
Sweden, Poland, Denmark, the 
Czech Republic, France and the 
Netherlands. 

“It’s a big test for the U.K., es¬ 
pecially in the post-Brexit con¬ 
text, to see how many real allies 
they have,” said a European of¬ 
ficial, who spoke on the condition 
of anonymity because he was not 
authorized to talk on the record. 

On Saturday, White House 
spokesman Raj Shah said the 
United States “stands firmly 
with the United Kingdom in con¬ 
demning Russia’s outrageous 
action. The president is always 
considering options to hold Rus¬ 
sia accountable in response to its 
malign activities.” 
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Ralliers across nation demand gun reform 



Josh Edelson/AP 


A demonstrator holds up a sign as crowds of people participate in the “March for Our Lives” rally in 
support of gun control on Saturday in San Francisco. 


Fla. survivor marks shootings with silence 


By Rebecca Boone 
Associated Press 

Chin high and tears stream¬ 
ing, Florida school shooting 
survivor Emma Gonzalez stood 
silent in front of thousands gath¬ 
ered for the “March for Our 
Lives” rally in Washington on 
Saturday. 

She continued to stand silently 
as a few crowd members shout¬ 
ed out support. She remained 
silent as tentative chants broke 
out. Her silence continued as 
those attending also fell quiet, 
many weeping. 

The gripping moment 
stretched for six minutes and 
20 seconds, the amount of time 
Gonzalez said it took a shooter to 
kill 17 people and wound 15 oth¬ 
ers at Marjory Stoneman Doug¬ 
las High School in Parkland, 
Fla., last month. 

“Everyone who has been 
touched by the cold grip of gun 
violence understands,” Gonzalez 
told the hushed crowd, describ¬ 
ing the long hours spent waiting 
for authorities to identify their 
slain classmates, the horror of 
discovering many of them had 
breathed their last breaths be¬ 
fore many students even knew 
a “code red” alert — designed 
to warn staffers and students of 
a potential threat — had been 
called. 

“Six minutes and 20 seconds 
with an AR-15 and my friend 
Carmen (Schentrup) would 
never complain to me about 
piano practice,” she said, her 
voice strong but her throat mo¬ 
mentarily catching. “Aaron Feis 



Alex Brandon/AP 


Emma Gonzalez, a survivor of the mass shooting at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla., stood silent for 
more than six minutes during the “March for Our Lives” rally in 
Washington. 


would never call Kyra ‘Miss 
Sunshine.’ Alex Schachter would 
never walk into school with his 
brother, Ryan.” 

Gonzalez went on, listing 
name after name of those killed 
at the school on Feb. 14. 

And then she stopped, her 
breath heaving but remain¬ 
ing composed, looking straight 
ahead and silent. 

Seemingly unsure what to 
do, the crowd waited. Some ap¬ 
peared to catch her intent right 
away, watching with hands cov¬ 
ering mouths, foreheads wrin¬ 
kled and tears falhng. Chants 
of “never again” broke out for 
a time, and later someone came 
out from the wings of the stage 


to put a hand on her shoulder 
and whisper in her ear. 

The silence by now had 
spread to the thousands throng¬ 
ing Pennsylvania Avenue. Pro¬ 
testers, parents, television news 
crews waited to see what Gonza¬ 
lez would do next. 

The beeping of a digital alarm 
broke the silence. 

“Since the time that I came 
out here, it has been six minutes 
and 20 seconds. The shooter has 
ceased shooting and will soon 
abandon his rifle, blend in with 
the students as they escape and 
walk free for an hour before 
arrest,” she said, voice clear. 
“Fight for your lives before it’s 
someone else’s job.” 


By Ashraf Khalil 
AND Calvin Woodward 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — They came 
from a place of heartbreak to 
claim their spot in history — hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of teenagers 
and supporters, rallying across 
the United States for tougher laws 
to fight gun violence. 

The “March for Our Lives” 
events on Saturday drew massive 
crowds in cities across the coun¬ 
try, marking the largest youth-led 
protests since the Vietnam War 
era. 

In Washington, New York City, 
Denver, Los Angeles and other 
cities, demonstrators heard from 
student survivors of last month’s 
school shooting in Parkland, Fla. 

“If you listen real close, you can 
hear the people in power shak¬ 
ing,” Parkland survivor David 
Hogg said to roars from protest¬ 
ers packing Pennsylvania Avenue 
from a stage near the Capitol to a 
spot many blocks away toward the 
White House. “We’re going to take 
this to every election, to every 
state and every city. We’re going 
to make sure the best people get in 
our elections to run, not as politi¬ 
cians but as Americans. 

“Because this,” he said, pointing 
behind him to the Capitol dome, 
“this is not cutting it.” 

The message at the different 
rallies was consistent, with dem¬ 
onstrators vowing to vote out law¬ 
makers who refuse to take a stand 
now on gun control. Many ral- 
hes had tables where volunteers 
helped those 18 or older register 
to vote, while speakers detailed 
the pohcies they wanted and the 
impact gun violence has had on 
their lives. 

The fire alarm at Trenton High 
School is scary, said Gabrielle 
James, 17, at a march in suburban 
Detroit. “We don’t know if it’s an 
actual drill or if someone’s actu¬ 
ally inside the school, going to take 
your life,” she said. 

James said government has 
“extremely failed” to protect stu¬ 
dents from gun violence and she 
wants restrictions on automatic 
weapons. 

“I work extremely hard at my 
studies. Sometimes I just sit in my 
car before going to school, won¬ 
dering if I’m going to be home 
to see my mother after school,” 
James said. 

Some of the voices were very 
young. Yolanda Renee King, 9, 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
granddaughter, drew from the 
civil rights leader’s most famous 
words in declaring from the Wash¬ 
ington stage: “I have a dream that 
enough is enough. That this should 
be a gun-free world. Period.” 

By all appearances — there 
were no official numbers — Wash¬ 
ington’s March for Our Lives rally 
rivaled the women’s march last 
year that drew far more than the 
predicted 300,000. 

The National Rifle Association 
went silent on Twitter as the pro¬ 
tests unfolded, in contrast to its 
reaction to the nationwide school 
walkouts against gun violence on 
March 14 when it tweeted a photo 
of an assault rifle and the mes¬ 
sage, “I’ll control my own guns, 
thank you.” 


President Donald Trump was 
in Florida for the weekend and did 
not weigh in on Twitter, either. 


White House spokesman Zach 
Parkinson said, “We applaud 
the many courageous young 


Americans exercising their First 
Amendment rights today.” He 
also pointed to Trump’s efforts to 


ban bump stocks and his support 
for school safety measures and 
extended background checks for 
gun purchases. 

Since the bloodshed in Florida, 
students have tapped into a cur¬ 
rent of gun control sentiment that 
has been building for years — yet 
still faces a powerful foe in the 
NRA, its millions of supporters 
and lawmakers who have resisted 
any encroachment on gun rights. 

Organizers are hoping the elec¬ 
tricity of the crowds, their sheer 
numbers and the under-18 roster 
of speakers will create a tipping 
point, starting with the midterm 
congressional elections this fall. 
To that end, chants of “Vote them 
out!” rang through the Washing¬ 
ton crowd. 

Emma Gonzalez, one of the 
first students from Florida’s 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School to speak out after the trag¬ 
edy there, implored those of vot¬ 
ing age to cast ballots. 

In her speech, she recited the 
names of the Parkland dead, then 
held the crowd in rapt, tearful si¬ 
lence for more than six minutes, 
the time it took the gunman to kill 
them. 

“We will continue to fight for 
our dead friends,” Delaney Tarr, 
another Parkland survivor, de¬ 
clared from the stage. The crowd 
roared with approval as she laid 
down the students’ central de¬ 
mand: a ban on “weapons of war” 
for all but warriors. 

Student protesters called for a 
ban on high-capacity magazines 
and assault-type weapons like the 
one used by the killer in Park¬ 
land, comprehensive background 
checks and a higher minimum 
age to buy guns. 

Gun violence was fresh for 
some who watched the speakers 
in Washington. Ayanne Johnson, 
of Great Mills High School in 
Maryland, held a sign declaring, 
“I March for Jaelynn,” honoring 
Jaelynn Willey, who died Thurs¬ 
day, two days after being shot by 
a classmate at the school. The 
gunman also died. 

About 30 gun rights support¬ 
ers staged a counterdemonstra¬ 
tion in front of FBI headquarters, 
standing quietly with signs such 
as “Armed Victims Live Longer” 
and “Stop Violating Civil Rights.” 
Other gun control protests around 
the country were also met with 
small counterdemonstrations. 

The president’s call to arm cer¬ 
tain teachers fell flat at the pro¬ 
test and among critics as young 
as Zoe Tate, 11, from Gaithers¬ 
burg, Md. 

“I think guns are dumb. It’s 
scary enough with the security 
guards we have in school,” she 
said. “We don’t need teachers 
carrying guns now. I find it amaz¬ 
ing that I have to explain that idea 
to adults.” 

Parkland itself was home to a 
rally as more than 20,000 people 
filled a park near the Florida 
school, chanting slogans such 
as “Enough is enough” and car¬ 
rying signs that read, “Why do 
your guns matter more than our 
lives?” and “Our ballots will stop 
bullets.” 
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Bombing suspect called himself 'psychopath’ 

Texas lawmaker says Conditt left recorded confession but he expressed no remorse 


By Ryan J. Foley 

Associated Press 

AUSTIN, Texas — The sus¬ 
pected Austin bomber called him¬ 
self a “psychopath” in a recorded 
confession and said he felt no re¬ 
morse for deadly explosions that 
killed two people and terrorized 
the city, a US. congressman said 
Saturday. 

Investigators are still looking 
into what motivated Mark Antho¬ 
ny Conditt, 23, but the recording 
he left on his cellphone shows that 
he was a “sick individual,” said 
Rep. Michael McCaul, R-Texas. 

“He did refer to himself as a 
psychopath. He did not show any 
remorse — in fact, questioning 
himself for why he didn’t feel 
any remorse for what he did,” 
McCaul said. 


Conditt makes no mention of a 
racial motivation on the recording, 
but investigators are stiU looking 
into that as a possibility, McCaul 
said. The first three victims were 
minorities. 

McCaul, a former federal pros¬ 
ecutor who chairs the House 
Committee on Homeland Secu¬ 
rity, spoke at a news conference 
at which he thanked law enforce¬ 
ment officials for bringing the 
three-week spree to an end. He 
called the investigation, which 
included more than 800 officers, 
a textbook example of how local, 
state and federal agencies should 
work together. 

Beginning March 2, pohce said, 
Conditt planted bombs in different 
parts of Austin, kilhng two people 
and severely wounding four oth¬ 


ers. He began by placing explo¬ 
sives in packages left overnight 
on doorsteps, killing a father, An¬ 
thony Stephan House, 39, and a 
musician, Draylen Mason, 17, and 
critically injuring Esperanza Her¬ 
rera, 75. 

He then rigged an explosive to a 
tripwire along a pubhc trail, injur¬ 
ing two young men who crossed it. 
Finally, he sent two parcels with 
bombs via FedEx, one of which 
exploded and injured a worker 
at a distribution center near San 
Antonio. 

Conditt died after detonating an 
explosive device early Wednesday 
as SWAT team officers ran toward 
his vehicle to arrest him in an 
Austin suburb. Investigators dis¬ 
covered a roughly 25-minute re¬ 
cording that Conditt had made on 


his cellphone allegedly confessing 
to the crimes. 

Interim Austin police Chief 
Brian Manley said the department 
will continue withholding the re¬ 
cording from the pubhc as inves¬ 
tigators look into Conditt’s motive 
and whether anyone else was in¬ 
volved. He noted that Conditt’s two 
roommates have been questioned 
and said that several more people 
wiU be interviewed. Releasing the 
recording now could jeopardize 
any future prosecutions, although 
no one else has been arrested or 
charged, Manley said. 

For days, Manley has been 
under fire for caUing Conditt “a 
challenged young man” and not 
a terrorist. He struck a different 
note Saturday, saying, “The sus¬ 
pect in this incident reined ter¬ 


ror on our community for almost 
three weeks.” 

Austin Mayor Steve Adler said 
Herrera, who suffered broken 
legs and other severe injuries in 
a March 12 blast, remains hospi¬ 
talized in critical but stable con¬ 
dition. Herrera’s grandson. Josh, 
wrote on his Facebook page that 
she has undergone several surger¬ 
ies and is fighting for her life. 

The identification of Conditt 
as the bomber continued to baf¬ 
fle residents in Pflugerville, the 
Austin suburb where Conditt had 
been home-schooled and grew up 
in a Christian family. 

Mark Roessler, 57, who lived 
across the street from the house 
in which Conditt moved last year, 
said Conditt was “polite, very quiet 
and respectful.” 


Self-taught rocket scientist 
blasts off into California sky 


By Pat Graham 
AND Michael Balsamo 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — He finally 
went up — just like the self- 
taught rocket scientist had al¬ 
ways pledged he would. 

He came back down in one 
piece, too — a little dinged up, 
and his steam-powered vessel a 
little cracked up. 

Still, mission accomplished for 
a guy more daredevil than engi¬ 
neer who drew more compari¬ 
sons to the cartoon character 
Wile E. Coyote from his critics 
than he did to iconic stunt man 
Evel Knievel. 

“Mad” Mike Hughes, the rock¬ 
et man who believes the Earth 
is flat, propelled himself about 
1,875 feet into the air Saturday 
before a hard landing in the 
Mojave Desert. He told The As¬ 
sociated Press that outside of an 
aching back, he’s fine after the 
launch near Amboy, Calif 

“Relieved,” he said after being 
checked out by paramedics. “I’m 
tired of people saying I chickened 
out and didn’t build a rocket. I’m 
tired of that stuff I manned up 
and did it.” 

The launch in the desert town 
— about 200 miles east of Los An¬ 
geles — was originally scheduled 
in November. It was scrubbed 
several times due to logistical 
issues with the Bureau of Land 
Management and mechanical 
problems that kept popping up. 

Hughes, 61, a limo driver, 
converted a mobile home into a 
ramp and modified it to launch 
from a vertical angle so he 
wouldn’t fall back to the ground 
on public land. For months, he’s 
been working on overhauling his 
rocket in his garage. 

It looked like Saturday might 


be another in a string of cancel¬ 
lations, given that the wind was 
blowing and his rocket was los¬ 
ing steam. Ideally, they wanted 
it at 350 pounds per square inch 
for maximum thrust, but it was 
dropping to 340. 

“I told Mike we could try to 
keep charging it up and get it 
hotter,” said Waldo Stakes, who’s 
been helping Hughes with his 
endeavor. “He said, ‘No.’” 

Sometime after 3 p.m. PDT, 
and without a countdown, 
Hughes’ rocket soared into the 
sky. 

Hughes 
reached a 
speed that 
Stakes esti¬ 
mated to be 
around 350 
mph before 
pulling his 
parachute. 
Hughes was 
dropping too 
Hughes fast, though, 
and he had 
to deploy a second one. He land¬ 
ed with a thud, and the rocket’s 
nose broke in two places like it 
was designed to do. 

“This thing wants to kill you 
10 different ways,” said Hughes, 
who had an altimeter in his cock¬ 
pit to measure his altitude. “This 
thing will kill you in a heartbeat. 

“Am I glad I did it? Yeah, I 
guess,” he said. “I’ll feel it in the 
morning. I won’t be able to get 
out of bed. At least I can go home 
and have dinner and see my cats 
tonight.” 

He got permission to launch on 
the land owned by Albert Okura, 
who bought Amboy in 2005 for 
$435,000. Okura was in atten¬ 
dance and said the event lasted 
about three to four minutes. 

The rocket landed about 1,500 


feet from the launch ramp. 
Stakes said. 

“Mike branded us as ‘Rocket 
Town,”’ Okura said. “It was 
amazing.” 

This has been quite an under¬ 
taking for Hughes, who lives in 
Apple Valley, Calif He’s seen a 
flurry of reaction to his plans, 
with detractors labeling him a 
crackpot for planning the launch 
in a homemade contraption and 
his belief that the world is flat. 

Some naysayers have posted 
things like “He’ll be fine” with 
a picture of Wile E. Coyote 
strapped to a rocket. 

“I hope he doesn’t blow some¬ 
thing up,” retired NASA as¬ 
tronaut Jerry Linenger said as 
Hughes’ plans captured wide¬ 
spread attention. Linenger or¬ 
bited the globe more than 2,000 
times during four months in 
1997. “Rocketry, as our private 
space companies found out, isn’t 
as easy as it looks.” 

Hughes often sparred with his 
critics on social media leading 
up to the launch, through Face- 
book comments and a 12-minute 
video addressed to his doubters. 
He’s always maintained that his 
mission isn’t to prove the Earth 
is flat. 

“Do I believe the Earth is 
shaped like a Frisbee? I believe it 
is,” he said. “Do I know for sure? 
No. That’s why I want to go up in 
space.” 

That’s his project for down the 
road. He wants to build a “Rock- 
oon,” a rocket that is carried into 
the atmosphere by a gas-filled 
balloon, then separated from the 
balloon and lit. That rocket would 
take Hughes about 68 miles up. 




James Quigg, the (Victorville, Calif.) Daily Press/AP 


Above: “Mad” Mike Hughes begins work repairing a steam leak 
after he scrubbed the planned launch of his steam-powered rocket 
near Amboy, Calif., on March 6. Below: Hughes takes off in his 
homemade rocket Saturday. 



Matt Hartman/AP 
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Iowa family found 
dead in Mexico 
killed by toxic gas 



Courtesy of Julie Richards/AP 


The second annual Vermont Best Beardies competition raised $45,000 for Make-a-Wish Vermont on 
Saturday. Pictured, from left, are Bryan Sturge, last year's winner; Jonathan Goldsmith, one of the 
judges; Chip Fortune, this year's winner; James Hathaway, president and CEO of Make-a-Wish Vermont; 
and this year's Make-a-Wish Vermont recipients, Jamie and Noah. 

Mountain man-style beard wins 
Vermont fundraising competition 


By Wilson Ring 

Associated Press 

MONTPELIER, Vt. — The man made famous by 
being “the most interesting man in the world” while 
pitching Dos Equis beer loaned his expertise with 
his perfectly groomed facial hair by helping to judge 
a contest looking for the best beard in Vermont. 

Jonathan Goldsmith, whose close-cropped beard 
was a key part of the image of the cigar-smoking 
sophisticate, judged the Best Beardies competition 
Saturday. It was sponsored by the Vermont chapter 
of the Make-a-Wish Foundation. 

This year’s competition raised $45,000 for Make- 
a-Wish Vermont, topping the nearly $30,000 it 
brought in last year. 

The contest’s 2018 Top Beardie was Chip Fortune, 
of Colchester, whose mountain man-style beard won 
over the judges. 

The other winners were: Troy Headrick, of Bur¬ 
lington, urban beard; Louie Coli, of Westford, free¬ 
style beard; Dillon Mears, of Plainfield, people’s 
choice; and Steve Jalbert, of Barre, top fundraiser. 

The winners were among this year’s 20 competi¬ 
tors who made it to Saturday’s finals. They each won 
a plaque, a gift card for beard care products and 


bragging rights. 

Goldsmith said before the competition that a beard 
reveals the personality of the man who sports it. 

“If it’s wild looking, unkempt — that has some 
statement. If it’s immaculately trimmed, it might 
mean that he keeps a clean desk,” said Goldsmith, a 
Vermont resident who now promotes tequila. 

Jalbert, 33, said friends, family and admirers of 
his beard, which he’s been working on for about a 
year, urged him to enter. 

“The biggest thing is you have to have patience. It 
doesn’t grow fast,” Jalbert said. 

“Most people have a good thing to say about a guy 
with a good beard,” said Jalbert, who raised $2,070 
in contributions. 

Also judging those good beards was Bryan Sturge, 
last year’s winner. He still has the beard he grew to 
honor his daughter who died of cancer in 2013. 

Organizers have also drawn the Montana Make- 
a-Wish organization into the best-beard fray. 

Montana, which is holding its finals March 29, is 
betting bison steaks it can find a better beard in Big 
Sky Country than the Green Mountain State. Ver¬ 
mont is countering that bet with maple syrup. 


Passengers plead with bus driver to pull over 


By Avi Selk 

The Washington Post 

At some point on the 20-plus- 
hour bus trip between Phoenix 
and Dallas, passengers’ attention 
turned from the Southwestern 
scenery to what was going on in 
the driver’s seat. 

“The bus was leaning a little 
bit,” Philip Hurd told CBS-11 on 
Thursday after he and nearly 
four dozen others had reached 
the safety of the downtown Dal¬ 
las Greyhound terminal. 

Hurd swayed back and forth, 
imitating the bus. “That’s when 
people really started to get, you 
know, worried.” 

Only the driver seemed uncon¬ 
cerned by her driving, passengers 
told the station. 

“We saw her going like this, 
and just dozing off,” Jasmine Mc¬ 
Clellan said, sinking her head 
and then jerking it up like a stu¬ 


dent half-sleeping in class. “I po¬ 
litely asked her four times to pull 
over.” 

As the bus sped and wobbled 
toward Dallas, McClellan said, 
politeness eventually had to go 
out the window. 

“It got to the point we had to 
raise our voice. ‘Pull over! We 
have children on this bus!”’ she 
said. “She’d be going over the 
white line, and everyone would 
be like, ‘Wake up!”’ 

Instead of pulling over, McClel¬ 
lan said, the driver tried to ward 
off sleep by jabbing herself in the 
face with a pair of tweezers. 

Finally, what CBS called a 
“mutiny” took place on the Grey¬ 
hound. It was partially captured 
on video. 

A man got out of his seat and 
stood directly behind the driver, 
clapping his hands above her head 
as he screamed: “You should have 
stopped when you were swerving! 


You should have stopped when 
you were swerving!” 

The man told the driver to re¬ 
port her exhaustion. “Call them,” 
he said. “Call them right now!” 

“Our drivers are in regular 
contact with our dispatch office,” 
a Greyhound spokeswoman wrote 
in a statement, “and if they state 
they are feeling tired or fatigued, 
they are immediately removed 
from the schedule for at least 12 
hours to allow them to get some 
rest.” 

The spokeswoman added that 
Greyhound has opened an inter¬ 
nal investigation into the allega¬ 
tions and temporarily grounded 
the driver, who eventually relin¬ 
quished control of the bus. 

Passengers told CBS-11 that 
Border Patrol agents finally es¬ 
corted the bus off the road, where 
Greyhound found someone else 
to drive them to Dallas — several 
hours late but safe. 


By Marwa Eltagouri 
AND Alex Horton 
The Washington Post 

Autopsies concluded an Iowa 
couple and their two children 
found dead inside their rented 
Mexico condo were victims of 
toxic gas inhalation, Mexican au¬ 
thorities said Saturday, and they 
reiterated no signs indicate foul 
play. 

The Quintana Roo state prose¬ 
cutor’s office said all four family 
members staying on the Carib¬ 
bean coast in Tulum were killed 
by asphyxiation, and that “any 
violent act or suicide has been 
discounted.” 

Kevin Wayne Sharp, 41; his 
wife, Amy Marie Sharp, 38; and 
their children. Sterling Wayne 
Sharp, 12, and Adrianna Marie 
Sharp, 7, were found dead inside 
the condo, Mexican authorities 
confirmed Friday. 

Photos published by the prose¬ 
cutor’s office show firemen in res¬ 
pirators and other authorities in 
anti-contamination suits examin¬ 
ing gas connections and the unit’s 
oven. The Sharp family appeared 
to be dead for 36 to 48 hours when 
they were discovered, the office 
said. 

The family had been reported 
missing by their immediate fam¬ 
ily members early Friday morn¬ 
ing to police in Creston, Iowa, 
which is about 70 miles south¬ 
west of Des Moines. Kevin and 
Amy Sharp informed their family 
members in Iowa that they had 
arrived safely at their vacation 
condominium on March 15. 

Police contacted the U.S. State 
Department, Creston police said 
in a statement. A welfare check 
at the condominium where the 
family was believed to be staying 


Associated Press 

PRATT, W.Va.—Two West Vir¬ 
ginia firefighters were killed and 
three others were injured when a 
volunteer fire department’s truck 
flipped while responding to a call 
about a highway accident that 
caused three fatalities, authori¬ 
ties said Saturday night. 

Members of the Pratt Volunteer 
Fire Department were on their 
way to the wreck on the West Vir¬ 
ginia Turnpike when their truck 
flipped, Kanawha County Man¬ 
ager Jennifer Herrald said in an 
email Saturday night. 

She said five firefighters were 
aboard. Two were confirmed 
killed and three were injured. 

Meanwhile, local media report¬ 
ed that the sequence of events 


led to the discovery of the four 
bodies. 

The family had planned to meet 
up with some friends at a water 
park, Amy Sharp’s cousin, Jana 
Weland, told ABC News. 

But “they never showed up at 
that water park to meet them,” 
Weland said. 

In fact, the Sharps’ family 
members hadn’t heard anything 
from Kevin or Amy since the day 
they arrived to Mexico. 

The Sharps were supposed to 
return to the United States about 
2:45 p.m. Wednesday from Can- 
cun and arrive in St. Louis about 
6 p.m., family members said. 

The Sharps’ family members 
decided to wait for the last flight 
from Cancun to St. Louis to arrive 
on Thursday in case the Sharps 
had just planned to stay an extra 
day, Weland told ABC News. 

“I guess we were all kind of 
hoping for the best,” she said. 

Kevin Sharp was an avid stock 
car racer known as “the Sharp¬ 
shooter” in the local racing 
scene, and he often competed in 
events in his neighboring county. 
Cliff Baldwin, his friend and fel¬ 
low racer, told the Des Moines 
Register. 

On Saturday, the community 
held a candlelight vigil at Adams 
County Speedway, where the 
Sharp family were regular spec¬ 
tators, local NBC affiliate WHO 
reported. 

“I can tell you one thing about 
Kevin Sharp: he was a family 
man. Most people don’t appreci¬ 
ate the fact that when you come to 
this racetrack, this is a family,” a 
friend of the Sharp family said. 


began about 7 p.m. when three 
people were killed in the accident 
the firefighters had been attempt¬ 
ing to reach. 

News organizations said that 
accident happened after a vehicle 
heading the wrong way collided 
head-on with another. 

County Commission President 
Kent Carper told news reporters 
the firetruck flipped and hit a 
rock wall near Paint Creek. 

Survivors were being treated 
at Charleston Area Medical Cen¬ 
ter’s CAMC General Hospital. 
The names of the victims and 
survivors were not immediately 
released. 

Traffic was backed up on the 
turnpike while authorities dealt 
with the crashes. 


Firetruck flips, leaving 2 dead 
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Project cuts black men's hair, blood pressure 


Pharmacists paired 
with barbershops 
to test, treat clients 

By Marilynn Marchione 

Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — Trim your 
hair, your beard, your blood pres¬ 
sure? Black men reduced one 
of their biggest medical risks 
through a novel project that shows 
the power of familiar faces and 
trusted places to improve health. 

The project had pharmacists 
work with dozens of Los Ange¬ 
les barbershops to test and treat 
clients. The results, reported 
at a cardiology conference this 
month, have doctors planning to 
expand the project to more cities 
nationwide. 

“There’s open communication 
in a barbershop. There’s a rela¬ 
tionship, a trust,” said Eric Mu¬ 
hammad, owner of A New You 
Barbershop, one of the barbers 
who participated. “We have a lot 
more influence than just the doc¬ 
tor walking in the door.” 

Black men have high rates of 
high blood pressure — a top read¬ 
ing over 130 or a bottom one over 
80 — and the problems it can 
cause, such as strokes and heart 
attacks. Only half of Americans 
with high pressure have it under 
control; many don’t even know 
they have the condition. 

Churches, beauty salons and 
other community spots have been 
used to reach groups that often 
lack access to doctors, to promote 
cancer screenings and other ser¬ 
vices. Dr. Ronald Victor, a cardi¬ 
ologist at Cedars-Sinai Medical 
Center, wanted to reach black 
men. 

“Barbershops are a uniquely 
popular meeting place for Afri¬ 
can-American men,” and many 
have gone every other week to the 
same barber for many years, he 
said. “It almost has a social club 
feel to it, a delightful, friendly en¬ 
vironment” that makes it ideal for 
improving health. 

Victor did a study in 17 Dallas 
barbershops a few years ago. In 
that one, barbers tested patrons 
and referred them to doctors. Im¬ 
provements were modest. 

In the new study, “we added a 
pharmacist into the mix” so med¬ 
icines could be prescribed on the 
spot, he said. 

The new work involved 303 men 
and 52 barbershops. One group of 
customers just got pamphlets and 
blood pressure tips while they 
were getting haircuts. Another 
group met with pharmacists in 
the barbershops and could get 
treatment if their blood pressure 
was high. 

At the start of the study, their 
top pressure number averaged 
154. After six months, it fell by 
9 points for customers just given 
advice and by 27 points for those 
who saw pharmacists. 

Nearly two-thirds of the men 
who saw pharmacists lowered 


Barber Eric Muhammad, owner of A New You Barbershop, cuts the hair of customer Marc M. Sims before measuring his blood pressure in 
Inglewood, Calif., on March 11. 


There’s open 
communication in a 
barbershop. There’s 
a relationship, a 
trust. We have a 
lot more influence 
than just the doctor 
walking in the 
door. ^ 


Eric Muhammad 

owner of A New You Barbershop 


their pressure to under 130 over 
80 — the threshold for high blood 
pressure under new guidelines 
adopted last fall. Only 12 percent 
of the men who just got advice 
dropped to that level. 

Nineteen of Muhammad’s cus¬ 
tomers finished the program, and 
“all their blood pressures were 
down, every single one of them,” 
he said. 

Marc Sims, a 43-year-old re¬ 
cords clerk at a law firm, is one. 
He didn’t know he had high pres¬ 
sure — 175 over 125 — and the 
pharmacist said he was at risk of 
having a stroke. 

“It woke me up,” said Sims, who 
has a young son. “All I could think 
about was me having a stroke and 
not being here for him. It was 
time to get my health right.” 


Muhammad measures the blood pressure of Sims, who found out he had high blood pressure. A 
pharmacist prescribed medicine on the spot. 


Medicines lowered his pres¬ 
sure to 125 over 95. 

Treatment doesn’t always mean 
medicines; healthier lifestyles 
can do a lot. Poor diets, lack of ex¬ 
ercise and other bad habits cause 
most high blood pressure. 


The National Institutes of 
Health paid for the study. Results 
were discussed at an American 
College of Cardiology confer¬ 
ence in Orlando and published 
by the New England Journal of 
Medicine. 


The cost of doing this isn’t real¬ 
ly known. Victor now aims to do a 
study of 3,000 men in many cities 
around the country that will in¬ 
clude a look at that. He also hopes 
to tackle high cholesterol with a 
similar approach. 
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The first Stars and Stripes was 
printed during the Civil War, when 
a band of Union soldiers published 
a handful of editions. 

During World War I, Stars and 
Stripes reappeared in Paris on 
February 8,1918, to serve the 
doughboys of the American 
Expeditionary Force (AEF), by order 
of General of the Armies John J. 
Pershing. An all-military staff 
produced it weekly until the 
war’s end. 

A second renaissance began on 
April 18, 1942, when a small 
group of servicemen began 
publishing a four-page weekly 
Stars and Stripes in London. They 
sold each copy for “tuppence” 
(about 5 cents) and in no time 
doubled their page count to eight 
pages, printing daily instead 
of weekly. 

The first World War II edition of 
Stars and Stripes featured an 
interview with Gen. George C. 
Marshall, Army Chief of Staff. 
Marshall quoted Gen. Pershing, 
World War I Commander of the 
AEF, who described Stripes as a 
major factor in sustaining morale. 
Stars and Stripes later found a 
champion and protector in Gen. 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme 
Allied Commander and later 
president of the United States. 

Eisenhower enforced a hands-off 
policy in regard to Stars and 
Stripes that continues to the 
present day. 

Operations expanded, following 
GIs to the battlefront to bring them 
the news. During the war. Stars 
and Stripes published over 30 


separate editions, running 
up to 24 pages per issue. 

At one time. Stars and 
Stripes had some 25 
printing locations in Europe, 
North Africa, the Middle East 
and the Pacific. The Pacific 
edition was launched a week 
after VE day (Victory in 
Europe, May 8,1945). 

The war ended—but Stars 
and Stripes kept going. Its 
reporters and photographers 
continued to Join American 
troops in the field, through¬ 
out the Korean and Vietnam 
conflicts, during the 1990s 
Operations Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm, and in 
Bosnia and Kosovo. 

From the 2003 outset of 
Operation Enduring Freedom, 
Stars and Stripes was there 
to report first-hand. The war 
in Afghanistan continues to 
receive steady coverage. 

And during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, Stripes reporters 
embedded with military 
units in Kuwait and Iraq, 
as well as on Navy ships in 
the region. 


Stars and Stripes today is a 
multimedia news organization. The 
majority of Stars and Stripes 
unique reporting efforts is read 
now in digital form, either online at 
stripes.com or via mobile offerings 
for iPhone, Android and iPad, in 
over 200 countries around 
the world. 

The print newspaper is still avail¬ 
able for servicemembers, govern¬ 
ment civilians and their families in 


Europe, the Middle East and the 
Pacific—and in contingency areas. 
Washington, D.C., hosts the 
Central office, where daily editions 
are transmitted to printers in 
Afghanistan, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Kuwait, and Djibouti, as well as in 
Germany, Italy, UK, Japan, and 
South Korea. Stars and Stripes 
also publishes several weeklies 
(Stripes Guam, Japan, Korea and 
Okinawa), designed to serve the 


needs of their respective 
military communities. 

A U.S. edition comprised exclu¬ 
sively of Stars and Stripes reports 
from around the world now serves 
stateside forces and veterans. 

The U.S. edition is published in 
partnership with commercial 
newspaper publishers who 
serve communities with large 
military populations. 


STARSCaSTRIPES. 

IIECOKIilZEIIFOIlEXCELLEKCE 


(^2015 Columbia Journalism 
School Dart Awards - 

Feature Story Reporting 
(Daily Circulation 1-50,000) 
Finalist: Martin Kuz: "Army Sgt. 
Issac Sims left the war in Iraq, 
but it didn’t leave him” 

® 2014 Sigma Delta Chi Award - 

Feature Story Reporting 
(Daily Circulation 1-50,000) 
Recipient: Martin Kuz: “Death 
shapes iife for teams that prepar 
bodies of fallen troops for final 


(J) 2014 VFW News Media Award - 

For outstanding contribution to a bet 


(^ 2013 Military Reporters 
and Editors Awards - 

Notable Narrative Winner 
Recipient: Laura Rauch 

2013 Best American Newspaper 
Narrative Writing Contest - 

Notable Narrative Winner Recipient: 
Martin Kuz: “Soldiers Recount Attack' 


2013 National Headline Awards - 

Second Place: News Series 
(Forever After: A Warrior Wounded; 

A Family Challenged) 

(★) 2011 Military Photographer of the Year - 

Flonorable Mention 
Recipient: Joshua DeMotts 

<$) 2011 Sigma Deita Chi Award - 

Breaking News Photography 
(Newspaper Circulation 100,001-t 
or Affiliated Website/National 
Magazine) Recipient: Laura Rauch: 

“For those I love I will sacrifice" 

® 2011 John Reagan “Tex” McCrary 
Award for Excellence in Journalism - 

k” Congressional Medal of Honor Foundation 


Overseas coverage 
(< 100,000 circulation) 

Recipient: Jon Rabiroff 

2010 National Headliner Awards - 

First Piace: Public Service (Forcing Change) - 

Third Piace: News Series 

(Coming Home: The Men of Triple Deuce) 

(^ 2009 George Polk Awards in Journalism - 

George Polk Award for Military Reporting 
Recipients: Charlie Reed, Leo Shane III 
and Kevin Baron 

(^ 2007 Military Reporters 
and Editors Awards - 

Overseas coverage (< 100,000 circulation) 
Recipient: Monte Morin 


(^2006 Military Reporters 
and Editors Awards - 

Overseas coverage 
(< 100,000 circulation) 

Recipients: Monte Morin, Joe Giordono; 
Honorabie mention: Nancy Montgomery 
Photography: Fred Zimmerman 


IKI)EPEM)EKT mn FOIt THE 
U.S. MILITARY COMMUNITY 


Whenever They Fight and Wherever They Live 
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Photos by Emilio Morenatti/AP 


A photo of Lt. Col. Amaud Beltrame is placed atop flowers at the main gate of the police headquarters in 
Carcassonne, France, on Saturday following an attack on a supermarket in Trebes. 


Bishop: Heroic officer ‘saved the nation’ 


Associated Press 

TREBES, France — A French bishop has paid 
tribute to a heroic police officer who lost his life 
after swapping himself with a supermarket em¬ 
ployee in a hostage situation, saying his sacrifice 
helped save the nation. 

Survivors and families of the victims of Friday’s 
Islamic extremist attack packed the Saint-Eti- 
enne-de-Trebes church for Sunday’s special Mass 
honoring Lt. Col. Amaud Beltrame and the three 
others killed in the attack. 

Members of the region’s Muslim community 
were among those mourning at the special Palm 
Sunday service. The manager of the supermarket 
sat in the front row, alongside her husband, the 
town mayor. 

The bishop of Carcassonne and Narbonne, 
Alain Planet, hailed Beltrame’s “extraordinary 
devotion,” saying, “The whole of France has been 
touched by this.” 

Residents have been laying flowers in front of 
the Trebes supermarket where the attacker seized 
hostages Friday. 

The director of the national gendarme service 
met Sunday in Carcassonne with Beltrame’s 
widow, and French President Emmanuel Macron 
has ordered a national memorial for Beltrame. 

Attacker Radouane Lakdim was killed by police 
after Beltrame helped them storm the market. 

Two people remain in custody in the 
investigation. 





A man lowers the French flag to half-staff at the 
council building on Friday during the incident. 


French 
officer 
hailed 
as hero 

By Adam Taylor 

The Washington Post 

Arnaud Beltrame, a French 
police officer who willingly took 
the place of a hostage during a 
standoff with a rampaging gun¬ 
man Friday in France died early 
Saturday from the injuries he suf¬ 
fered in the incident. His bravery 
earned him recognition as a hero 
in a country that has been shaken 
by a number of terrorist attacks 
over recent years. 

Beltrame, 44, was a heuten- 
ant colonel in the gendarmerie, a 
part of the French mihtary that 
focuses on domestic policing. He 
had previously been decorated for 
his bravery during operations in 
Iraq and spent four years in the 
early 2000s in France’s Republi¬ 
can Guard, protecting the Elysee 
Palace in Paris. 

On Saturday evening, the Ely¬ 
see announced that Beltrame 
would receive a national honor for 
“giving his life to protect our fel¬ 
low citizens,” according to reports 
in French media. 

“He fell as a hero,” President 
Emmanuel Macron said in a state¬ 
ment earher Saturday, calling 
on French citizens to honor Bel¬ 
trame’s memory. 

“France will never forget his 
heroism, his bravery, his sacri¬ 
fice,” French Interior Minister 
Gerard CoUomb wrote in a tweet. 

According to the Elysee, Bel¬ 
trame had graduated from 
France’s top military college, 
Saint-Cyr, in 1999. He was later 
chosen to join the gendarmerie’s 
elite GSIGN in 2003, and he was 
deployed to Iraq in 2005. He was 
married but had no children. 

It was only last year that he had 
been named deputy chief of the 
gendarmerie in France’s Aude de¬ 
partment. The French president’s 
office noted that his understand¬ 
ing of counterterrorism had won 
him appreciation in this position. 

Beltrame lost his life while try¬ 
ing to end a standoff police had 
with a gunman at a supermarket. 


Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea’s coast guard said it res¬ 
cued all 163 people from a ferry 
that hit a large rock in waters off 
the country’s southwestern coast 
on Sunday. At least six people 
sustained minor injuries. 

A coast guard official said the 


Authorities said Radouane Lak¬ 
dim, 25, hijacked a car Friday 
near the town of Carcassonne, 
in Aude, kilhng a passenger and 
wounding the driver. Lakdim also 
shot at a group of police officers 
on their morning jog, wounding 
one of them. In the nearby town of 
Trebes, the gunman then stormed 


crewmembers were being taken 
to shore on four coast guard ves¬ 
sels and a number of civilian fish¬ 
ing boats. The rescue operation 
went smoothly because the ferry 
wasn’t flooded and didn’t lose its 
balance despite the crash off is¬ 
lands in Sinan County, he said. 


into a supermarket and took 
hostages. 

Beltrame was one of the first of¬ 
ficers to respond, authorities said. 
Pohce negotiated with Lakdim to 
release the hostages, and Beltrame 
offered himself in place of the 
final one. Inside the supermarket, 
Beltrame tried to negotiate with 


The coast guard initially said 
the ferry was carrying 187 pas¬ 
sengers but later revised the 
number to 158. 

The official said it appeared the 
ferry hit the rock while trying to 
avoid a fishing boat as it traveled 
in foggy waters. 

Rescue workers treated six 


Lakdim. He left his cellphone ac¬ 
tive on a table to allow authorities 
outside to listen in. When police 
heard gunshots, they stormed the 
building and shot Lakdim, killing 
the gunman. 

Three other people were killed 
and several more were injured 
during Lakdim’s rampage. 


people for minor injuries caused 
from the shock of the crash, which 
left the ferry’s front pushed atop 
the rock, he said. 

Another coast guard official 
said his department planned to 
question the ferry’s captain and 
crewmembers to investigate the 
cause of the crash. 


Obama says 
leverage with 
N. Korea will 
be minimal 

By Yuri Kageyama 
Associated Press 

TOKYO — Former President 
Barack Obama said Sunday that 
negotiations with North Korea on 
its nuclear weapons program are 
difficult, partly because the coun¬ 
try’s isolation minimizes possible 
leverage, such as trade and travel 
sanctions against Pyongyang. 

“North Korea is an example of a 
country that is so far out of the in¬ 
ternational norms and so discon¬ 
nected with 
the rest of 
the world,” 
Obama told 
a packed 
hall in 
Tokyo on 
Sunday. 

He 

stressed 
the effort 
to get North 
Korea to 
give up nu¬ 
clear weap¬ 
ons remains 
difficult, but 
countries 
working 
together, 
including 
China, South Korea and Japan, to 
combine pressure on North Korea 
will be better than nations work¬ 
ing alone. He noted that past US. 
efforts on Iran’s nuclear weapons 
were more successful because 
there was more leverage, but 
there’s little commerce and travel 
with North Korea to being with. 

“That makes them less subject 
to these kinds of negotiations,” he 
said of North Korea. 

Obama was speaking at an 
event sponsored by a Japanese 
nonprofit group during his trip to 
Asia, which included earlier stops 
in Singapore, New Zealand and 
Australia. Obama’s work after 
leaving office has been focused on 
nurturing young leaders. 

Obama, welcomed by a standing 
ovation, said the US.-Japan alli¬ 
ance remained strong and the US. 
is committed to defending Japan. 
“North Korea is a real threat,” he 
said. “Our view has always been 
that we would prefer to resolve 
these issues peacefully,” he said, 
adding that otherwise “the cost 
in terms of human life would be 
significant.” 

He acknowledged progress on a 
nuclear-free world will hkely take 
a long time as long as Russia and 
the US. could not agree to start 
reducing their stockpiles. Obama 
also reflected on his 2016 visit to 
Hiroshima, one of two Japanese 
cities where the US. dropped 
atomic bombs in the closing days 
of World War II. His visit was the 
first by an American president. 

Almost all American presidents 
tend to be relatively popular in 
Japan, which views the US. as 
its most important ally. But many 
Japanese particularly appreciate 
Obama’s efforts on denucleariza¬ 
tion and remember with fondness 
his trip to Hiroshima and his mes¬ 
sage of working toward a world 
without nuclear weapons. 


S. Korea’s coast guard rescues 163 people after ferry hits rock 

ferry’s 158 passengers and five 


North Korea 
is an example 
of a country 
that is so far 
out of the 
international 
norms and so 
disconnected 
with the rest 
of the world. ^ 
Former 
President 
Barack Obama 
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Pope urges youth 
to raise their voices 



Jordanians in Amman on Saturday light candles that form the Earth Hour motto in an attempt to set a 
Guinness World Record for the laig;est candle mosaic. 

Lights go dark for Earth Hour 
to highlight climate change 


Associated Press 

VATICAN CITY — Pope Fran¬ 
cis on Palm Sunday urged young 
people not to be silent and to let 
their voices be heard, even in the 
face of corrupt or silent elders. 

The pope’s message comes on 
the heels of a meeting of young 
Cathohcs who told the Vatican 
they want a more transparent and 
authentic church, and a day after 
hundreds of thousands marched 
in youth-led ralhes across the 
United States to demand greater 
gun control. 

“The temptation to silence 
young people has always existed,” 
Francis said. “There are many 
ways to silence young people and 
make them invisible. ... There 
are many ways to sedate them, to 
keep them from getting involved, 
to make their dreams flat and 
dreary, petty and plaintive.” 

But he told youths in his homily, 
“you have it in you to shout,” even 
if “we older people and leaders, 
very often corrupt, keep quiet.” 

As the Roman Cathohc Church 
enters Holy Week, retracing the 
story of Jesus’ crucifixion and res¬ 
urrection three days later on Eas¬ 
ter Sunday, Francis urged youth to 
join those who offer praise, and not 
the masses calling for crucifixion. 

Some 300 youths meeting at 
the Vatican prepared a document 


for October’s synod of bishops at 
the Vatican focusing on helping 
youths better find their way in 
the church. The document, which 
was presented to Francis on Sun¬ 
day, asked church leaders to ad¬ 
dress the unequal roles of women 
in the church and how technology 
is abused. 

Before his traditional Sunday 
prayer at the end of Mass, the 
pope recalled the importance of 
World Youth Day, marked this 
year on Palm Sunday at a dioc¬ 
esan level rather than as a big in¬ 
ternational gathering. 

The pope’s message resonated 
with the Saturday protests across 
the United States for tougher laws 
to fight gun violence, a movement 
galvanized by the school shooting 
last month in Parkland, Fla., that 
left 17 people dead. 

At the end of Mass, the pope 
and cardinals in red robes led a 
solemn procession clutching elab¬ 
orately braided palm fronds as 
they walked through the throngs, 
followed by the papal blessing of 
palm fronds and olive branches. 

The processions recalls the bit¬ 
tersweet nature of Holy Week, 
with the faithful clutching simple 
palm fronds and olive branches to 
commemorate Jesus’ triumphant 
entrance into Jerusalem only to 
be followed later by his death on 
a wooden cross. 


Associated Press 

LONDON — In Paris, the Ei¬ 
ffel Tower went dark. In London, 
a kaleidoscope of famous sites 
switched off their lights — Tower 
Bridge, Big Ben, Piccadilly Cir¬ 
cus, Buckingham Palace, the 
London Eye. 

That scene was repeated over 
and over across the world on Sat¬ 
urday night: at Sydney’s Opera 
House; at New Delhi’s great arch; 
at Kuala Lumpur’s Petronas Tow¬ 
ers; at Edinburgh Castle in Scot¬ 
land; at Berlin’s Brandenburg 
Gate; at St. Basil’s Cathedral in 
Moscow; at the Empire State 
Building in New York City. 

It lasted for just an hour and 
its power is purely symbolic. But 
in countries around the world, 
at 8:30 p.m., people switched off 
their lights for Earth Hour, a 


global call for international unity 
on the importance of addressing 
climate change. 

Begun in Sydney in 2007, Earth 
Hour has spread to more than 180 
countries, with tens of millions of 
people joining in, from turning 
off their own porch lights to let¬ 
ting the grand sites like the Opera 
House go dark. 

Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo 
said 300 Paris buildings observed 
the blackout to send a “universal 
message.” 

These 60 minutes are “an op¬ 
portunity” to shift “the consump¬ 
tion culture and behavior change 
toward sustainability,” Indian 
Environment Minister Harsh 
Vardhan said. 

All this happens and yet many 
people, of course, barely notice. 

Around India Gate, New Delhi’s 
monument to the Indian dead in 


World War I, thousands embraced 
the city’s nightly warm-weather 
ritual Saturday. They bought ice 
cream and cheap plastic trinkets. 
They flirted. Young children rode 
in electric carts that their par¬ 
ents rented for a few minutes at 
a stretch. 

But for an hour the arch stayed 
dark, a silent call for change. 

In Jordan, the Royal Society 
for the Conservation of Nature 
arranged 11,440 candles on a 
hilltop in the capital of Amman, 
establishing a Guinness World 
Record for the largest candle 
mosaic. 

The candles spelled the Earth 
Hour motto of “60-H.” However, 
attempts to light the candles 
largely failed because of wind 
on the hilltop, which is close to 
the city’s landmark, the Amman 
Citadel. 



Chinese space lab likely to crash to Earth on April 1 


Ex-Catalan leader held 
by police in Germany 


By Cleve R. Wootson Jr. 

AND Amy B. Wang 
The Washington Post 

When Tiangong-1 rocketed into the sky in 
2011, optimists hoped the space station — lit¬ 
eral translation: “heavenly palace” — would 
be a model for a permanent fixture among 
the stars, a space laboratory that was among 
humankind’s first footsteps in the Cosmos. 

So, when an out-of-control Tiangong-1 
comes plummeting to earth in a superheated 
trail of plasma and space debris, it may liter¬ 
ally be an April Fool’s joke. 

Scientists have known for more than a year 
that Tiangong-1 would eventually turn into a 
man-made meteorite after the station stopped 
responding to Chinese commands in 2016, ac¬ 
cording to Space.com. The lab was returning 
from whence it came, they were certain, but 
when and where was out of anyone’s control. 

In recent months, scientists got better 
numbers. They told Spain, Portugal, France 
and Greece a) don’t worry too much, but b) a 


19,000-pound flying laboratory might be dis¬ 
integrating over your skies. 

Or, in the words of fear-allaying scientists, 
Tiangong-1 was experiencing an “uncon¬ 
trolled re-entry.” 

But semantics will do nothing to change the 
time of the increasingly likely disintegration 
date: April 1, or April Fools’ Day, according 
to Business Insider. Although there is some 
wiggle room with that date, scientists have a 
pretty good sense of the drama that will un¬ 
fold over the next few days. 

Tiangong-1 is currently spinning around 
our atmosphere at a speed of about 17,500 
mph, taking one trip around the planet every 
90 minutes. Although the air is thin in the 
zone where Earth’s atmosphere ends and 
space begins, it’s enough to slow the craft. As 
it loses its forward speed, gravity will begin to 
accelerate the craft toward Earth, and that’s 
literally when the fireworks start. 

The friction caused by thicker air will rip 
off anything sticking out of the side of Tian- 
gong-1 — solar panels, antennae. That friction 


will also likely surround parts of the craft in 
superheated plasma. 

But don’t let that whole “superheated plasma 
thing” fool you. All might not be destroyed. 

While the outside is glowing bright enough 
to be seen hundreds of miles away, some com¬ 
ponents nestled inside may be relatively safe. 

Jonathan McDowell, an astrophysicist from 
Harvard University, told the Guardian that 
pieces weighing up to 220 pounds could make 
it to Earth’s surface. According to the latest 
estimates, the parts of the lab that survive 
will crash into the ocean. 

Still, scientists say, eagle-eyed observers 
will likely see it. According to the nonprofit 
research firm Aerospace, parts of the burn¬ 
ing space station “may be visible and will 
likely last up to a minute or more, depending 
on time of day, visibility, conditions and the 
observer’s location.” 

And even in the warned countries, there’s 
an infinitesimal chance that falling debris 
will actually strike someone. 


BARCELONA, Spain — Fugi¬ 
tive former Catalan leader Carles 
Puigdemont is being held by Ger¬ 
man police on a Spanish arrest 
warrant after trying to cross into 
Germany from Denmark. 

His lawyer, Jaume Alonso- 
Cuevillas, confirmed to The Asso¬ 
ciated Press that German police 
stopped Puigdemont on Sunday 
when he was crossing the border. 

Alonso-Cuevillas said Puigde¬ 
mont was on his way back to Bel¬ 
gium where he has been staying 
since fleeing Spain following a 
failed bid by his regional govern¬ 
ment in October to declare inde¬ 
pendence from Spain. 

A Spanish Supreme Court 
judge reactivated an internation¬ 
al arrest warrant for Puigdemont 
on Friday when he was visiting 
Finland. 

From the Associated Press 
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Man pleads guilty over 
extortion of women 

lyW HAUPPAUGE — Pros¬ 
it 1 ecutorshaveannounced 
a guilty plea in the case of a New 
York man accused of trying to ex¬ 
tort sexually explicit photos from 
more than 30 women. 

Suffolk County District At¬ 
torney Timothy Sini said Joseph 
lorio, 21, of Holtsville, pleaded 
guilty Friday to stalking and 
scheming to defraud. 

Sini said lorio was a moderator 
of an online forum where users 
would upload nude images of 
women along with their identify¬ 
ing information. 

The district attorney said lorio 
was able to find the women on 
social media and attempted to ex¬ 
tort them for additional sexually 
explicit photos and videos. 

Man saved from canyon 
after father calls sheriff 

I IT LAKE CITY 

I — Authorities rescued 
a 26-year-old who broke his leg in 
an Emery County canyon thanks 
to a call from the man’s father. 

The Deseret News reported 
that Brigham Holladay said he 
made sure to tell others where 
he was going before heading to 
the trail Tuesday afternoon. His 
father called the sheriffs office 
about midnight after not hearing 
back from his son. 

Holladay was found roughly 2 
miles from the trailhead of the 
Ding and Dang Slot Canyons near 
Green River. 

He said he had attempted to 
jump down into a drop on the 
canyon floor, but the distance 
was farther than expected and he 
broke his fibula. 

Police chief halts some 
unticketed officer stops 


THE CENSUS 


$500K 


The amount the policymaking body for California’s courts says it has paid in taxpayer funds since 
2011 to settle five complaints of sexual harassment against judges and court employees. The Judicial 
Council released the figures on Friday. The council said three of the complaints were against judges and 
two were against court employees, but it did not disclose any names or details of the individual cases. 




Bruce Newman, The Oxford (Miss.) Eagle/AP 

Photo op with popular hopper 


Hoover Bennett Spillers has his photo taken with the Easter Bunny on the Square in Oxford, Miss., on Saturday. 


||i|Q STARKVILLE — A 
I w I Mississippi police 
chief said his officers will stop 
following what he called an “un¬ 
written rule” that gives fellow law 
enforcement officers a break not 
offered to civilians suspected of 
driving under the influence. 

Starkville Police Chief Frank 
Nichols made the announcement 
Thursday after his department 
decided not to ticket a drunken 
Columbus police officer during a 
traffic stop. He called that a bad 
judgment call. 

News outlets reported that a 
Starkville police officer pulled 
over a part-time Columbus of¬ 
ficer on March 9 after he was 
seen swerving between lanes. A 
breath test showed the presence 
of alcohol, but no ticket was is¬ 
sued. The chief didn’t say if any 
of the officers involved would 
face discipline. 

Police: Mother slapped 
man over crying baby 

ROCK HILL—Author- 

ities said the mother of 
a baby was charged with assault 
after hitting a man in the face in 
a South Carolina restaurant when 
he complained that her baby had 
been crying for 30 minutes. 

Rock Hill Police said they were 
called to Luke’s restaurant about 


7:30 p.m. Tuesday after Shacoya 
Long, 25, was cursing after em¬ 
ployees and a man complained 
about the crying infant. 

Media outlets said a police re¬ 
port accused Long of hitting the 
man after he told her he couldn’t 
hear himself talk. 

The report said Long is charged 
with third-degree assault and 
battery. 

Church plans drive-thru 
prayers on Good Friday 

I A NEW ORLEANS — A 
Louisiana church is 
gearing up drive-thru prayers on 
Good Friday, when its pastor and 
volunteers gather on the church’s 
long, circular driveway. 

The Rev. Robert Johnson said 
he got the idea four years ago as 
he watched traffic pass Louisiana 
Avenue United Methodist Church 
in Lafayette. 

From 8 a.m. to noon on Friday, 
some volunteers will hold signs 
advertising “free prayers” while 
others bring coffee and dough¬ 
nuts to cars or pray with drivers 
and passengers. 

Johnson said about 25 of the 
church’s 200 or so members gen¬ 
erally sign up. 


German gets 33 years 
in prison in arsons 

^ A LOS ANGELES — A 
German man was sen¬ 
tenced to 33 years in prison for 
setting fire to cars and homes over 
several nights in Los Angeles to 
avenge his mother’s deportation. 

Harry Burkhart was sentenced 
in Los Angeles Superior Court on 
Friday after being found guilty 
of 49 arson charges in 2016. 
Burkhart used an insanity de¬ 
fense, but a jury found him sane. 

Burkhart, 30, set small fires that 
spread fear in Hollywood, West 
Hollywood and the San Fernando 
Valley between Dec. 30, 2011 and 
Jan. 2, 2012. There were no seri¬ 
ous injuries but damage was esti¬ 
mated at more than $3 million. 

Prosecutors said Burkhart 
threatened to “roast Ameri¬ 
ca” after his mother, Dorothee 
Burkhart, was ordered extradited 
to Germany to face fraud charges. 

Ex-doctor convicted in 
murder-for-hire plot 

X Y HOUSTON — A jury 
I W found a former Houston 
medical resident guilty of capital 


murder solicitation in a plot to 
arrange the deaths of his ex-girl- 
friend and his new girlfriend’s 
ex-husband. 

The Harris County jury in Hous¬ 
ton dehberated just over an hour 
before returning its verdict on 
Leon Philip Jacob, 40. He could be 
sentenced to life imprisonment. 

His girlfriend, Houston veteri¬ 
narian Valerie Busick McDaniel, 
48, also was charged with capital 
murder solicitation. However, she 
leaped to her death from her sev¬ 
enth-floor condominium a year 
ago while free on bond. 

Jurors heard evidence on how 
Jacob and McDaniel hired an 
undercover pohce officer posing 
as a hit man. Neither target was 
harmed. 

Man admits tax fraud 
scheme run from prison 

DENVER — A subur- 
ban Denver man ac¬ 
knowledged his role in a tax fraud 
scheme in which he, his mother 
and his girlfriend filed false in¬ 
come tax returns while he was in 
prison. 

The Denver Post reported Fri¬ 
day that Jaquon Mucsarney, 36, of 
Aurora, pleaded guilty to felony 


fraud and identity theft charges 
and is scheduled to be sentenced 
in June. 

Prosecutors said Mucsarney 
was the mastermind of a scheme 
in which he and the two women set 
up fictitious companies through 
the Georgia Secretary of State’s 
Office and filed false corporate 
income tax returns between 2010 
and 2015. They set up bank ac¬ 
counts for 50 shell companies 
that existed only on paper. 

Library’s archivists 
scan 1 millionth item 

^ U COLUMBUS — The li- 
brary system in Ohio’s 
capital city said archivists have 
scanned the 1 millionth item into 
the system’s digital collection. 

The Columbus Metropolitan 
Library said the item is a pan¬ 
orama photograph taken from the 
cupola atop the Ohio Statehouse. 
The library estimates the picture 
is one of the oldest panoramas in 
Columbus, likely taken in 1858. 

The library’s My History col¬ 
lection includes digitized pho¬ 
tographs, postcards, newspaper 
articles and other documents that 
chronicle central Ohio history. 
From wire reports 
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FACES 


By Sonia Rao • The Washington Post 

A merica is in need of inspiration, and two separate movies will present us with the same 
solution; Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 

The upcoming documentary “RBG” and the Felicity Jones-starring biopic “On the Basis 
of Sex” are the latest additions to a long history of twin films — the phenomenon in which 
conceptually similar projects are released around the same time. 

Just in the past year, both “Dunkirk” and “Darkest Hour” were about the same inspiring evacuation 
in World War II, while “Rough Night” and “Girls Trip” depicted college friends’ rowdy reunions. 

Sometimes the similarities are sheer coincidence — recent animated flicks “Sherlock Gnomes” (out 
this weekend) and “Gnome Alone” (only released overseas so far) were not a response to any lack of 
garden gnome representation on screen. But at other times, such as with the Vietnam War-focused 
“The Deer Hunter” and “Apocalypse Now,” the movies align with a social movement. 

Here are some of the more quirky pairings of twin films. 


“K-9” (April 1989) and “Turn¬ 
er & Hooch” (July 1989) 

Dogs are apparently also a 
man’s best crime-fighting part¬ 
ner. The aptly named “K-9,” the 
first in what became a three- 
part series, centers on a cop 
(Jim Belushi) who is assigned a 
drug-sniffing German shepherd 
named Jerry Lee while working 
to bust a drug lord. 

“Turner & Hooch” finds Tom 
Hanks as an officer who inherits 
his friend’s dog. Hooch, after the 
owner is murdered. Both men 
need time to warm up to their 
canine partners, but ultimately 
end up grateful. 


“Antz” (September 1998) 
and “A Bug’s Life” (November 
1998) 

The late ’90s brought us 
bushels of benevolent ants. Z, 
the neurotic main character of 
“Antz,” works to save his colony 
from a scheming totalitarian. 
Flik, the misfit protagonist of “A 
Bug’s Life,” defends his colony 
against evil grasshoppers. Both 
projects are strange to watch 
in the #MeToo era — Woody 
Allen voices Z, while “A Bug’s 
Life” was directed by John Las- 
seter and stars Kevin Spacey 
as one of the grasshoppers. 


“Deep Impact” (May 1998) 
and “Armageddon” (June 1998) 
Foreign objects are hurtling 
through space toward our planet, 
and the only way to save every¬ 
one is for a team of Americans to 
blow the darn things up. In Mimi 
Leder’s “Deep Impact,” journal¬ 
ist Tea Leoni discovers that the 
government is hiding the crisis, 
which forces President Morgan 
Freeman to announce that astro¬ 
naut Robert Duvall and compa¬ 
ny will attempt to blow the comet 
up. In “Armageddon,” NASA 
puts together a group of men to 
drill a hole into an asteroid and 
set off a nuclear bomb. 


“Olympus Has Fallen” (March 
2013) and “White House Down” 
(June 2013) 

Gerard Butler in “Olympus 
Has Fallen” is a disgraced Se¬ 
cret Service agent who once pro¬ 
tected President Aaron Eckhart, 
and Channing Tatum in “White 
House Down” is a Capitol police 
officer who is denied his dream 
gig of protecting President Jamie 
Foxx. Both men fight evil forces 
threatening the president in our 
nation’s capital and become the 
inspiring heroes no one thought 
they could be. 


Above: “Girls Trip” (Universal Pictures), left, and “Rough Night” (Sony Pictures-Columbia), right, had similar themes in 2017. 


CDs, vinyl once again outselling digital downloads 


From wire services 

Digital downloads had a short run as the 
top-selling format in the music industry. It 
took until 2011, a decade after the original 
iPod came out, for their sales surpass those 
of CDs and vinyl records, and they were 
overtaken by music streaming services just 
a few years later. 

Now, digital downloads are once again 
being outsold by CDs and vinyl, according 
to the Recording Industry Association of 
America. 

The RIAA released its 2017 year-end rev¬ 
enue report on March 22, showing that rev¬ 
enue from digital downloads plummeted 25 
percent to $1.3 billion over the previous year. 
Revenue from physical products, by contrast, 
fell just 4 percent to $1.5 billion. 

Overall, the music industry grew for a sec¬ 
ond year straight. And with $8.7 billion in 
total revenue, it’s healthier than it has been 
since 2008, according to the report. 

Nearly all of the growth was the result of 
the continued surge in paid music subscrip¬ 
tion services like Spotify and Apple Music. 
Those services grew by more than 50 per¬ 
cent to $5.7 billion last year and accounted 


for nearly two-thirds of the industry’s rev¬ 
enue. Physical media accounted for 17 per¬ 
cent, while digital downloads made up just 15 
percent. The outlook for digital downloads is 
bleak. This is the third year in a row they’ve 
posted double-digit declines, according to the 
RIAA. And this is the first time since 2011 
they’ve fallen behind physical music media. 

‘Reputation’ tops 2 million sales 

Taylor Swift’s latest album sure struck a 
chord with a lot of fans. 

“Reputation,” which Swift released in No¬ 
vember, is the first album to sell more than 
2 million copies in over two years. Billboard 
reported, citing Nielsen. 

The album crossed that impressive thresh¬ 
old in mid-March after approximately 5,000 
units were purchased during the month’s 
second full week. 

“Reputation” follows in the footsteps of 
Adele’s critically acclaimed “25,” which 
was the last album to reach 2 million sales. 
Adele’s “25” memorably only needed three 
days to hit the enviable milestone following 
its November 2015 release. 

Swift, 27, took on an edgier approach than 


she had in the past for “Reputation,” which 
featured m^or hits including “Look What 
You Made Me Do” and “End Game.” 

“Look What You Made Me Do” set the re¬ 
cord for streams in a single day on Spotify 
with 10.129 million. 

Other news 

■ A former Fox News anchor filed a defa¬ 
mation lawsuit on March 22 over comments 
by Bill O’Reilly it says were meant to dam¬ 
age the reputations of women who have ac¬ 
cused him of harassment. The suit by Laurie 
Dhue in federal court in Manhattan accuses 
O’Reilly of engaging in a “smear campaign” 
against his accusers after the former prime¬ 
time star of Fox settled their claims for mil¬ 
lions of dollars. At least three other women 
have filed similar suits. 

■ The parents of “Star Trek” actor Anton 
Yelchin have reached a confidential settle¬ 
ment with Fiat Chrysler, maker of the Jeep 
Grand Cherokee, the SUV that crushed and 
killed him in his driveway in 2016. The model 
was under recall because of confusing gear 
shifters, which the Yelchins said led to their 
son’s death. 


Rolling Stone’s 
Wenner: #IVIeToo 
bit of a witch hunt’ 

Jann Wenner feels the #MeToo 
movement shows a “real absence 
of due process.” 

In an interview with The As¬ 
sociated Press, the Rolling Stone 
publisher said he feels that mere 
accusations of sexual impro¬ 
priety are threatening careers, 
many times without corrobora¬ 
tion with people losing their jobs 
over “some of the most harmless 
(expletive) things.” 

“Honestly, I do believe it’s a bit 
of witch hunt,” Wenner said in a 
recent interview. “It’s difficult to 
get due process because there’s no 
real place to adjudicate it except 
in court, which takes forever.” 

Wenner, 72, speaks from expe¬ 
rience. Last year, a former Rolling 
Stone employee claimed that the 
media mogul sexually assaulted 
him in 1983. Wenner doesn’t deny 
something happened between 
him and his accuser. 

“There’s some truth to it, but it 
does not fit any illegal, immoral, 
or unethical, or go in any way that 
direction,” Wenner said. 

“All you can say is no, not me 
too, and wait,” he added. 

He also sees violent sexual as¬ 
sault happening on college cam¬ 
puses as being a bigger problem. 

“This is student-to-student 
rape. It’s different than being ha¬ 
rassed on the job or having your 
butt pinched or whatever you’re 
complaining about. This is a 
physical violence,” Wenner said. 

Wenner made the comments 
while promoting the recent docu¬ 
mentary by award-winning film¬ 
maker Alex Gibney, “Rolling 
Stone: Stories From the Edge.” 

From The Associated Press 


USPS officially unveils 
Mister Rogers stamp 

It was a beautiful day to honor 
Mister Rogers with a postage 
stamp. 

The US. Postal Service on Fri¬ 
day released a stamp featuring 
Fred Rogers, the gentle TV host 
who entertained and educated 
generations of 
preschoolers on 
“Mister Rogers’ 

Neighborhood.” 

The “forev¬ 
er” stamp pic¬ 
tures Rogers in 
his trademark 
cardigan along 
with King 
Friday, a pup¬ 
pet character 
from the show’s Neighborhood of 
Make-Believe sketch. 

Postal officials held a dedica¬ 
tion ceremony at the Pittsburgh 
studio where Rogers filmed his 
beloved PBS show, which aired 
between 1968 and 2001. Rogers 
died in 2003 at age 74. 

Paul Siefken, president and 
CEO of the Fred Rogers Com¬ 
pany, said he couldn’t think of 
“a better tribute to Fred and his 
legacy” than issuing a stamp in 
his honor, noting that Rogers 
loved writing letters, especially to 
young children who wrote to him 
about his show. 

From The Associated Press 




When movies about the same thing 


come out at the same time 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

China warns of 'trade war/ urges cooperation 


By Joe McDonald 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — A top Chinese offi¬ 
cial warned Sunday that a “trade 
war” would harm all sides but 
gave no indication of Beijing’s 
possible next move in a spiraling 
dispute with President Donald 
Trump over steel and technology. 

Speaking to global business 
leaders at a development forum, 
Vice Premier Han Zheng ap¬ 
pealed for cooperation to make 
economic globalization “benefi¬ 
cial for all.” 


By Sylvia Hui 

Associated Press 

LONDON — Britain’s informa¬ 
tion regulator said Saturday it was 
assessing evidence gathered from 
a raid on the office of data-mining 
firm Cambridge Analytica, part 
of an investigation into alleged 
misuse of personal information 
by political campaigns and social 
media companies like Facebook. 

More than a dozen investiga¬ 
tors from the Information Com¬ 
missioner’s Office entered the 
company’s central London office 
late Friday, shortly after a high 
court judge granted a warrant. 
The investigators were seen leav¬ 
ing the premises early Saturday 
after spending about seven hours 
searching the office. 

The regulator said it will “con¬ 
sider the evidence before decid¬ 
ing the next steps and coming to 
any conclusions.” 

“This is one part of a larger 
investigation by the ICO into the 
use of personal data and analyt¬ 
ics by political campaigns, par¬ 
ties, social media companies and 


“A trade war serves the inter¬ 
ests of none,” Han said at the 
China Development Forum. “It 
will only lead to serious conse¬ 
quences and negative impact.” 

Han didn’t mention Trump by 
name or refer directly to the dis¬ 
pute with Washington, but the 
country’s newly appointed econ¬ 
omy czar warned Saturday that 
Beijing will defend its interests. 

The government issued a $3 bil¬ 
lion list on Friday of U.S. goods 
including pork and stainless steel 
pipes it said might be hit by higher 


other commercial actors,” it said. 

Authorities in Britain and the 
U.S. are investigating Cambridge 
Analytica over allegations the 
firm improperly obtained data 
from 50 million Facebook users 
and used it to manipulate elec¬ 
tions, including the 2016 White 


tariffs. The Commerce Ministry 
said those charges were linked to 
Trump’s approval earlier of high¬ 
er tariffs on steel and aluminum 
imports. 

But a bigger battle is brewing 
over Trump’s approval Thursday 
of a possible tariff increase on 
$30 billion of Chinese goods in re¬ 
sponse to what Washington says 
is Beijing’s improper acquisition 
of foreign technology. 

Global financial markets have 
sunk on fears Chinese retaliation 
might prompt other governments 
to raise import barriers, depress¬ 


House race and the 2016 Brexit 
vote in Britain. Both Cambridge 
Analytica and Facebook deny 
wrongdoing. 

The data firm suspended CEO 
Alexander Nix last week after 
Britain’s Channel 4 News broad¬ 
cast footage that appeared to show 


ing global trade. 

Han appealed to other govern¬ 
ments to “cooperate with each 
other like passengers in the same 
boat” and “make economic glo¬ 
balization more open, inclusive, 
balanced and beneficial for all.” 

However, he also emphasized 
that China’s income per person 
still is low, suggesting Beijing is 
unlikely to offer significant con¬ 
cessions to Washington. 

Han repeated promises that 
China’s planned market opening 
would create new opportunities 
for foreign companies. Business 


Nix suggesting tactics like entrap¬ 
ment or bribery that his company 
could use to discredit politicians. 
The footage also showed Nix say¬ 
ing Cambridge Analytica played 
a m^or role in securing Donald 
Trump’s victory in the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election. 

Cambridge Analytica’s act¬ 
ing CEO, Alexander Tayler, said 
Friday that he was sorry that 
SCL Elections, an affiliate of his 
company, “licensed Facebook 
data and derivatives from a re¬ 
search company (Global Science 
Research) that had not received 
consent from most respondents” 
in 2014. 

“The company believed that 
the data had been obtained in line 
with Facebook’s terms of service 
and data protection laws,” Tayler 
said. 

His statement said the data was 
deleted in 2015 at Facebook’s re¬ 
quest, and denied that any of the 
Facebook data that Cambridge 
Analytica obtained was used in 
the work it did on the 2016 U.S. 
election. 


groups have welcomed reform 
pledges but complain Beijing is 
moving too slowly, making it un¬ 
clear whether additional prom¬ 
ises will mollify Washington, the 
European Union and other trad¬ 
ing partners. 

In a phone call Saturday with 
U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin, Vice Premier Liu He 
said Beijing is “ready and capable 
of defending its national interest 
and hopes both sides will remain 
rational,” according to China’s of¬ 
ficial Xinhua News Agency. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 26).$1.2661 

Dollar buys (March 26).€0.7898 

British pound (March 26).$1.45 

Japanese yen (March 26).103.00 

South Korean won (March 26).1,053.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3769 

British pound.$1.4149 

Canada (Dollar).1.2848 

China (Yuan) 6 3189 

Denmark (Krone).6.0376 

Egypt (Pound).17.6258 

Euro.$1.2336/0.8106 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8471 

Hungary (Forint).253.16 

Israel (Shekel).3.4858 

Japan (Yen) 105 15 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.2996 

Norway (Krone).7.7465 

Philippines (Peso).52.38 

Poland (Zloty) 3 42 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7490 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3144 

South Korea (Won).1,077.64 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9480 

Thailand (Baht).31.18 

Turkey (Lira) 3 9629 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.75 

Discount rate.2.25 

Federal funds market rate.1.44 

3-month bill.1.78 

30-year bond.3.06 


UK watchdog evaluates evidence from Cambridge Analytica 



Yui Mok, pa/ap 


An Information Commissioner’s Office enforcement team member 
works inside the offices of Cambridge Analytica in central London 
after a high court judge granted a search warrant Friday. 
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OPINION 


What Soviet bloc, American South share 


By Charles Lane 

The Washington Post 

W hile he was still a dissident 
playwright living under a 
Communist system, Vaclav 
Havel produced possibly the 
most brilliant essay ever written on po¬ 
litical oppression in Eastern Europe: 
“The Power of the Powerless.” This year 
marks the 40th anniversary of its appear¬ 
ance in opposition circles in 1978, which 
was followed swiftly by Havel’s arrest and 
imprisonment. 

Communist rule is long gone in Europe. 
Yet anyone who doubts the relevance of 
Havel’s ideas should read another thought- 
provoking piece of political writing, “In 
the Shadow of Statues,” the newly pub¬ 
lished book by Mayor Mitch Landrieu of 
New Orleans. 

What could Havel’s long-ago dissection 
of Soviet-bloc politics have in common 
with a U.S. politician’s memoir about car¬ 
rying out a decision to dismantle his city’s 
monuments to Robert E. Lee and other 
Confederate heroes? 

Both explain the power of truth. 

Havel memorably asked his readers to 
imagine a greengrocer who obediently 
posts a hackneyed slogan — “workers of 
the world, unite!” — in the window of his 
shop. He asks us to imagine as well all the 
people who unthinkingly pass by each day. 
Everyone takes the slogan for granted; it’s 
part of the “panorama.” Havel defined the 
panorama as an ideologically manipulated 
urban landscape that communicates to 
people “where they are living and what is 
expected of them,” and what they must do, 
lest they lose “their peace and tranquility 
and security.” The panorama included not 
only shop window slogans but also statues 
of Josef Stalin, Vladimir Lenin and other 
Soviet heroes. 

What would happen, Havel asked, if one 
fine day that greengrocer stopped going 
along to get along? If he started thinking 
about the panorama, instead of accepting 
it? Suppose he takes down the sign and be¬ 
gins “to say what he really thinks at politi- 



Kevin McGill/AP 

New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu wrote 
the memoir “In the Shadow of Statues.” 


cal meetings,” or “even finds the strength 
in himself to express solidarity with those 
whom his conscience commands him to 
support.” 

This “attempt to live within the truth,” as 
Havel put it, might imperil the individual 
who makes it, but it would simultaneously, 
through the power of example, lay a basis 
for wider change. 

For Landrieu and other white New Or¬ 
leanians, the Confederate statues that stood 
for decades in New Orleans were like the 
placard in Havel’s greengrocer’s window: 
part of the unquestioned “panorama” in 
his hometown. “Jefferson Davis was there- 
but-not-there as we drove by,” he recalls. 

He took them for granted — until he 
didn’t. Prompted by his conversations 
with black jazz legend Wynton Marsalis, 
and reacting to the 2015 massacre of black 
churchgoers by a white supremacist in 
Charleston, S.C., Landrieu started to see 
the statuary in a different light. 

He learned the history behind them. 
They had been erected in the post-Civil 
War era by local authorities for propa¬ 
ganda purposes: to honor the “Lost Cause” 
of the Confederacy, yes, but also to show 


blacks that white supremacy was still very 
much alive, and that resistance to it would 
not be tolerated. 

And as Landrieu explored these truths, 
he began to find it possible to express soli¬ 
darity with the city’s black residents on 
the issue; he saw the Lee statue through 
the eyes of black children, who might won¬ 
der why a war-maker on behalf of slavery 
should enjoy an honored place in public 
space. That “pretty much did it for me,” he 
writes. 

One does not want to overstate the simi¬ 
larities between Havel’s predicament and 
that of Landrieu, who, after all, was not a 
powerless denizen of a dictatorial state but 
an elected official in a democracy. 

Yet one should not understate the par¬ 
allel, either: Landrieu’s insistence on 
carrying out a City Council ordinance to 
dismantle the monuments, after courts 
upheld it, cost him friends, personal and 
political. 

It also prompted threats of violence, 
presumably from a stubborn handful of 
people who insist on living the lie of Con¬ 
federate nobility and imposing that lie on 
others. Given the threats. New Orleans had 
trouble finding a contractor willing to take 
down the heavy statues. The work had to 
be carried out under heavy security late at 
night. 

New Orleans and the South function 
democratically today. Yet within living 
memory, for the nine decades between the 
end of Reconstruction and the civil rights 
revolution, the region languished under de 
facto one-party rule. 

During that time — which was also the 
period of Confederate monument con¬ 
struction — it could be as dangerous to be¬ 
long to the NAACP in Louisiana as it was 
to be a dissident playwright in Communist 
Prague. Maybe more dangerous. 

Uncomfortable as it might be to think of 
our country’s history in those terms, we 
have to do so, if we want to live within the 
truth. Landrieu has shown the way. 

Charles Lane is a member of The Washington 
Post’s editorial board. 


If you can’t deploy, get ready to defend yourself 


By Greg T. Rinckey 
Special to Stars and Stripes 

T housands of servicemembers’ 
careers are on the line because 
they are currently not ready for 
deployment. 

The Department of Defense recently 
released interim guidance in advance of a 
DOD instruction regarding nondeployable 
servicemembers. The guidance allows all 
military branches to initiate removal pro¬ 
ceedings against personnel who have been 
—or are considered to be—unfit for deploy¬ 
ment for more than 12 consecutive months. 
Pregnant or post-partum servicemembers 
and those wounded in combat are exempt 
from separation under this guidance. 

Servicemembers can become nondeploy¬ 
able for a number of medical reasons, many 
of which are not their fault. They could have 
been injured in an accident on or off base. 
A medical condition may have turned up 
in a pre-deployment checkup that requires 
treatment before the servicemember can 
be deployed. The servicemember may have 
missed an immunization or might need 
dental work before deployment. Until the 
matter is satisfactorily resolved, the ser¬ 
vicemember is considered nondeployable. 

When a servicemember is nondeployable 
for more than 12 consecutive months, the 
DOD’s new guidance allows the member’s 
military branch to initiate removal pro¬ 
ceedings. That can be done two ways: either 
through an administrative discharge or a 


disability discharge. The severity of the 
servicemember’s medical condition will 
determine the type of discharge. Gener¬ 
ally speaking, if the military opts to pursue 
a disabihty discharge, it’s because the ser¬ 
vicemember’s condition has drawn the con¬ 
cern from a mihtary doctor. The criteria for 
a disability discharge are: 

■The condition represents a medical risk 
to the health of the servicemember or the 
welfare of the other servicemembers. 

■The condition imposes unreasonable 
requirements on the mihtary to maintain or 
protect the servicemember. 

■Any established duties that the service- 
member must perform throughout the re¬ 
mainder of his or her military career. 

If the servicemember’s medical condi¬ 
tion does not rise to those standards, the 
military wiU opt to conduct an administra¬ 
tive discharge. A commanding officer will 
send a written notice to the servicemember 
of the pending discharge. The servicemem¬ 
ber must respond to the notice, but has the 
option to include documents detaihng a 
plan of action to make himself or herself a 
candidate for deployment. 

Once the commander receives the ser¬ 
vicemember’s response, he or she will 
decide whether to pursue an administra¬ 
tive discharge. If the commander opts to 
continue the administrative discharge 
proceedings, he or she will either convene 
an Administrative Discharge Board or for¬ 
ward the matter on to the base commander 
for final review. 


Whether the discharge is administrative 
or disability-related, the most important 
thing for servicemembers to remember is 
they have the right to appeal the results. If 
they are being discharged, they can never 
be reinstated into the military, but they can 
ask to be separated under better terms, 
which would grant them more post-service 
benefits. Those who received an adminis¬ 
trative discharge can file an appeal to their 
military branch’s Discharge Review Board, 
while those who received a disability dis¬ 
charge can file an appeal to their branch’s 
Physical or Medical Disabihty Board of 
Review. 

Finally, nondeployable servicemembers 
should consult a civilian attorney familiar 
with military law at the first sign that ad¬ 
verse action is being taken against them. 
Between the potential loss of salary, hous¬ 
ing and benefits, servicemembers have a lot 
on the line. Having an attorney present at 
administrative or medical board hearings 
can help servicemembers present a strong 
defense. 

The DOD’s new policy encourages the 
military to discharge nondeployable ser¬ 
vicemembers. It’s important for those 
servicemembers to prepare to defend them¬ 
selves now to get the best possible outcome. 

Greg T. Rinckey is a founding partner of the iaw 
firm Tuliy Rinckey PLLC. He served as a miiitary 
inteiligence officer in the U.S. Army and in the 
Army Judge Advocate General’s Corps. 
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OPINION_ 

Embrace the value of targeted ads online 


By Sonny Bunch 
Special To The Washington Post 

O f all the stuff to fear about so¬ 
cial media — from outrage mobs 
targeting your job, to neo-Nazis 
harassing you, to creeps finding 
pictures of your family, to deranged exes 
stalking you — it seems to me that the 
thing we should least worry about is the 
sort of practice that Cambridge Analytica 
has found itself in hot water over these last 
few days. 

The (very) short version of this scandal: 
The British data analytics firm legally ac¬ 
quired a cache of data of as many as 50 mil¬ 
lion people from a third-party Facebook 
developer, data it used to target voters dur¬ 
ing the 2016 election — first for Sen. Ted 
Cruz, R-Texas, then for Donald Trump. 
Facebook got very huffy when news of this 
was about to break, banned the company 
from using the site and said it were going to 
look at its safeguards and blah, blah, blah. 

There is, as Michael Brendan Dougherty 
pointed out for National Review, a certain 
amount of hypocrisy over all this hand- 
wringing. Cambridge Analytica was sim¬ 
ply doing the sort of thing Barack Obama’s 
campaign engaged in during the 2012 
campaign, using social media to microtar¬ 
get potential voters and collect a database 
of supporters. These efforts were praised 
as brilliant and innovative and exciting 
when they were used to elect Obama, but 


when used to elect Trump, they suddenly 
became sinister and creepy and the latest 
excuse for the fact that Hillary Clinton was 
a singularly unappealing figure who ran a 
singularly uninspiring campaign. 

The simple fact of the matter, as Andy 
Levy pointed out on HLN’s “S.E. Cupp 
Unfiltered,” is that Facebook’s (and social 
media’s writ large) entire business model 
is based on this sort of thing. 

“Facebook itself is the problem,” Levy 
said. “Facebook knew the profile infor¬ 
mation of 50 million of its users had been 
harvested in this way and chose to keep 
it quiet, probably to avoid bad PR — and 
also because it exposes the fact that this 
is Facebook’s purpose. Facebook exists 
to give your data to companies. As others 
have said, to Facebook, its users are the 
product. Facebook makes enormous prof¬ 
its because it can provide vast amounts of 
your personal information to advertisers, 
which makes advertisers want to pay Face- 
book vast amounts of money to advertise 
on it.” 

Levy says he deleted his profile years 
ago as a result of this, and that if this sort 
of thing bothers you, you probably should 
too. 

Me? I love it. Or, at the least, I don’t re¬ 
sent it. Most people shouldn’t, given their 
steadfast refusal to actually pay for sub¬ 
scriptions to services. Seeing a few ads 
here and there based upon your online be¬ 


havior seems like a small price to pay for 
instant and free access to a product people 
use, heavily, every day without fail. 

And I actually appreciate the fact that, 
when I go to Facebook or see a panel of 
Google Network advertisements, I gener¬ 
ally see advertisements for things I might, 
conceivably, be interested in buying. The 
most annoying thing about advertising, to 
my mind, is that for most of my life I have 
been deluged with come-ons for products 
I had no interest in: perfumes and luxury 
cars and the latest pharmaceutical advance 
that will alleviate some minor annoyance 
with the possible side effect of immediate 
horrible death. 

Frankly, more businesses should be 
doing more microtargeting in the hopes 
of bringing more of us more things we ac¬ 
tually want. As Richard Rushfield noted 
in his Hollywood business newsletter, the 
Ankler, movie studios continue to throw 
tens, sometimes hundreds of millions of 
dollars at television advertising in order to 
create mass awareness rather than think¬ 
ing smartly about how to reach the ever- 
shrinking number of people who actually 
want to go to movie theaters. 

“Ask yourself: You know how the one 
time you googled that plaid shirt and the ad 
for it followed you around the internet for 
a year? Has a movie ad ever followed you 
around? Maybe you’ve seen 20 Tom Cruise 
movies? Does Tom Cruise make unnatural 


appearances ahead of his upcoming films 
on your Facebook page like those pair of 
pink boat shoes you were 2 percent think¬ 
ing of buying six months ago do?” 

As Rushfield notes, “I Can Only Imag¬ 
ine” — a $7 million flick about a Christian 
rock band that stunned the world by top¬ 
ping the $100 million Disney extravaganza 
“A Wrinkle In Time” in its second weekend 
— did boffo box office by spending smartly 
rather than extravagantly. 

“There’s a natural potential audience for 
almost any movie, but you’ve got to go find 
it. On a success like T Can Only Imagine,’ 
achieved with limited staff and budget, the 
process of connecting with that audience 
started six months ago, below the radar, in 
digital campaigns, going where people are, 
online, on their apps, whatever: not four 
weeks before the release by spraying the 
campaign out to everyone and assuming 
your demo will find out because everyone 
includes them,” Rushfield wrote while, I 
assume, wearing those pink boat shoes. 

If you’re really worried about compa¬ 
nies knowing your general level of anxiety, 
stop filling out quizzes on Facebook about 
what sort of Muppet you are and jack up 
your privacy settings. Or deactivate your 
account. But you’re probably going to miss 
out on some sweet deals and some great 
movies. You’re only hurting yourself 

Sonny Bunch is the executive editor of, and film 
critic for, the Washington Free Beacon. 


Shulkin says he would, if he could, add Agent Orange vets, ills 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

V feterans Affairs Secretary David 
Shulkin suggests he favors ex¬ 
pansion of Agent Orange-related 
health care and disability compen¬ 
sation to new categories of ailing veterans 
but that factors like cost, medical science 
and politics still stand in the way. 

Shulkin told the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee on Wednesday that he made 
recommendations to White House budget 
officials last year on whether to add up to 
four more conditions — bladder cancer, hy¬ 
pothyroidism, Parkinson-like tremors and 
hypertension (high blood pressure) — to 
the VA list of 14 illnesses presumed caused 
by exposure to herbicides used during the 
Vietnam War. 

“I have transmitted my recommenda¬ 
tions to the [White House’s] Office of Man¬ 
agement and Budget. I did that by Nov. 1st,” 
Shulkin said. “And we are in the process 
right now of going through this data. In 
fact, we met with [0MB officials] on Mon¬ 
day. They asked for some additional data to 
be able to work through the process and be 
able to get financial estimates for this. So, 
we are committed to working with 0MB to 
get this resolved in the very near future.” 

Shulkin didn’t say which of the four con¬ 
ditions, if any, he wants added to the pre¬ 
sumptive hst, if and when cleared by the 
White House. 

At the same hearing, the VA chief was 
asked his position on Blue Water Navy 
veterans of the Vietnam War who also suf¬ 
fer from illnesses on the VA presumptive 
list but aren’t eligible to use it to facilitate 
claims for care and compensation. 

They “have waited too long for this,” 
Shulkin agreed, but then suggested the so¬ 
lution for these veterans is blocked by medi¬ 
cal evidence or swings on the will of the 
Congress. 

“I would hke to try to find a way where 
we can resolve that issue for them rather 
than make them continue to wait,” Shulkin 
said. “I do not believe there will be scien¬ 
tific data [to] give us a clear answer, like we 
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do have on the Agent Orange presumptive” 
list for veterans who had served in-country. 
“For the Blue Water Navy ... epidemiologic 
studies just aren’t available from every¬ 
thing I can see. So, we’re going to have sit 
down and do what we think is right for these 
veterans.” 

Vietnam veterans who served even a day 
in country who have illnesses on the pre¬ 
sumptive hst can quahty for VA medical 
care and disability compensation without 
having to show other evidence that their ail¬ 
ments are service-connected. 

Shulkin said the VA “recently” received 
the last report of the National Academy of 
Medicine, or NAM, which found a stronger 
scientific association than earlier studies 
between certain ailments and herbicide 
exposure. In fact, however, the VA has had 
the that report. Veterans and Agent Orange: 
Update 2014, for two years. 

It was written by a committee of medical 
experts that reviewed medical and scien¬ 
tific literature on select ailments and herbi¬ 
cide exposure pubhshed from Oct. 1, 2012, 
through Sept. 30, 2014. Released in March 
2016, the report found evidence to support 
raising the strength of association between 
herbicide exposure and bladder cancer and 
hypothyroidism. The report upgrades the 
link from “inadequate or insufficient” evi¬ 
dence to “hmited or suggestive” evidence of 
an association. 

In years past the VA decided that for some 
ailments, such as Parkinson’s and ischemic 
heart disease, “hmited or suggestive evi¬ 
dence” was enough to add these illnesses 
to the Agent Orange presumptive list. For 
others, including hypertension, a more 
common disease of aging, the VA deemed 
it wasn’t enough. 

This last NAM report, however, looked 
again at cardiovascular conditions and her¬ 
bicide exposure. It didn’t upgrade the link 
to heart ailments but it did affirm limited 
or suggestive evidence that hypertension is 


linked to herbicide exposure. 

It also studied whether Parkinson’s-like 
symptoms should fall into the same lim¬ 
ited or suggestive category as Parkinson’s 
disease itself. The 2016 report found “no 
rational basis” to continue to exclude Par¬ 
kinson’s-like symptoms from the same risk 
category. Parkinson’s disease was added to 
presumptive list in 2010. 

VA secretaries under both the Obama and 
Trump administrations reacted more slow¬ 
ly on the last NAM report; perhaps, by law, 
they could. Congress in 2015 let a portion of 
the Agent Orange law expire, language that 
required the VA secretary to decide on new 
presumptive conditions within 180 days of 
accepting a NAM report. 

The impact was immediate. Though a 
senior VA official tasked with reviewing 
this last NAM report said then-VA Secre¬ 
tary Bob McDonald would make his deci¬ 
sions within three months, it didn’t happen. 
McDonald left it to his successor. Shulkin 
waited more months and, in July 2017, 
vowed to decide by Nov. 1. 0MB blocked an 
announcement, however, presumably over 
projected costs. 

Cost has been a factor too in Congress not 
passing legislation to extend VA benefits to 
Blue Water Navy veterans diagnosed with 
illnesses on the presumptive hst. Budget 
analysts a few years ago estimated a cost of 
$1.1 bilhon over 10 years. 

Also, NAM did conduct a review of medi¬ 
cal and scientific evidence regarding Blue 
Water Veterans’ possible exposure to herbi¬ 
cides and concluded in a May 2011 report 
that “there was not enough information ... 
to determine whether Blue Water Navy per¬ 
sonnel were or were not exposed to Agent 
Orange.” 

Blue Water Veterans remain ineligible 
to use the Agent Orange presumptive list. 
A lone exception is granted for veterans 
with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. Vietnam 
veterans with that ailment may be granted 
service-connection without showing inland 
waterway service or that they set foot in 
country. 

In every session of Congress, going back 
years. Blue Water Navy bills have been in¬ 


troduced. They would, if passed, “include as 
part of the Republic of Vietnam its territo¬ 
rial seas for purposes of the presumption of 
service connection for diseases associated 
with exposure [to] herbicide agents while in 
Vietnam.” 

The current House version of the Blue 
Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act (HR 
299), introduced in January 2017 by Rep. 
David Valado, R-Ga., has 327 co-sponsors. 
Yet prospects of passage remain dim. Valado 
reminded Shulkin at a mid-March hearing 
of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
that, six months ago, Shulkin said he was 
seeking more recommendations from “sub¬ 
ject matter experts” on the issue and would 
be ready to update Congress in the coming 
months. 

“Have you come to a decision on Blue 
Water Navy veterans?” 

“I am aligned with you that these vet¬ 
erans have waited too long,” Shulkin said, 
“and this is a responsibility that this coun¬ 
try has. And, as our veterans get older, it’s 
unfair. ... I believe it is imperative upon us 
to resolve this issue. 

“I also believe that there will not be 
strong scientific data to help resolve this,” 
he said, in other words to justify benefit ex¬ 
pansion. “This is going to be an obligation 
that we feel as a country, that these veterans 
shouldn’t be waiting any longer. And I am 
on the side of trying to find a way to resolve 
this for the Blue Water Navy veterans.” 

Shulkin said his staff is “working hard to 
look at offsets” which means cuts to other 
parts of the VA budget to pay for Blue Water 
Navy benefits, or to find “other ways to be 
able to do that. And it is a high priority for 
us.” 

Reminded by Valado that “with these 
types of cancers, time is of the essence,” 
Shulkin replied, “Absolutely.” 

The Senate version of Blue Water legisla¬ 
tion, S 422, was introduced by Sen. Kirsten 
Gillibrand, D-N.Y, has 49 co-sponsors and, 
so far, equally dim prospects of passage. 

Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 231111, 
Centreville, VA, 20120; email milupdate@aol.com: 
Twitter: @Military_Update. 
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SO YOUE. FIRST, SKY, 30 yEKRS= 
YOU VOTE, WKYBE GO To COLLEGE, 
6TKRT A CAREER-, HEY, DO SOMETHING 
CRAZY TO SEE WHAT YOU'VE GOT. 
MAYBE GET MARRIED. AND 
THEN, HONESTLY, 
WAY Too MANY 
REOPLE JUST 
. Vw COAST IT ON IN 

y /7 W FROM THERE. 



NOW LET’S SAY LIFE 
EXPECTANCY IS 90. THAT 
WOODY ALLEN ^UOTE 
WAS WAY 
OFF. 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 
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TVANN BtFope'. 
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1 

jfei 




Pe^|>ite my oWjetitioyL^, 
tiHeyVe dKargiug 
you avL a<iult. 


■Pist.b'a Kh^ festores 
EtZARKO.COlA 

F9 £»Loo 1 c,<;oyh/ Ks^rroComit;^ 

Q '2a\% g.TDC’iCEg 




ACROSS 

1 PC picture 
5 Young fellow 
8 Pac-12 team 
12 Apple center 
13— pro nobis 

14 Lunch hour 

15 Ornamental jug 

16 Unprepared 
18 Bratislava 

resident 

20 Flavors 

21 Prior nights 

23 For each 

24 Football 
infractions 

28 Finito 

31 Mauna — 

32 Razor sharpener 

34 Feedbag tidbit 

35 Lairs 

37 Freeway exits 
39 Tax prep pro 

41 Swedish auto 

42 Merriment 

45 Secondary route 
49 Cream or 
eggshell 

51 Car bar 

52 Verifiable 

53 Knee protector 

54 Takeout order? 

55 Contain 

56 “Mayday!” 

57 Author Bagnold 

3-26 


DOWN 

1 Frozen desserts 

2 Monk’s hood 

3 Twistable 
cookie 

4 — of steel 
(steady courage) 

5 Relied on 

6 Canine cry 

7 Loony 

8 New 

9 Hat-checker’s 
chamber 

10 Traditional 
tales 

11 &&&& 

17 Opening 

19 Hertz rival 

22 Feudal 
farmers 

24— Faithful 


25 Nemesis 

26 Imaginary 

27 Sleepers for 
houseguests 

29 Snooze 

30 UFO crew 

33 Use a rosary 

36 Gushed 

38 Rub the 
wrong way 

40 Sports fig. 

42 Ancient 
invader 
of Rome 

43 Roundish ’do 

44 Shrill barks 

46 Yoked team 

47 “That’s — need 
to know” 

48 Monopoly card 

50 Eastern “way” 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


TWZSUMQBMLD LO F 

SULZZ-SLIDBUC BUMQ 

BFJWD MD F IDMNIWKC 

ZIQWU-OFZB BUFMD: 

NIMSJ FDT QKFDWKWZZ. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: MYSTERIOUS MAFIA 
MEMBER DWELLING ALONG A BIG BODY OF 
WATER IN SCOTLAND: THE LOCH NESS MOBSTER. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals C 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact informatioi 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


starsk^stri pes. 


CLASSIFIED 


Reader Letters. 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 

Kristi Kimmel kimmel.kristi@stripes.com 
+49(0)631-3615-9013 DSN 314.583.9013 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 

Automotive 140 

Autos for Sale 
■Germany 142 



SCAM 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 

US SPEC Vehicles 

SELLER BEWARE 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 

Be aware of the common 

Some ofthe latest Scam 
fads are: 

buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 
paypal. 

■ People saying Free Dog 

Individuals placing 
ciassified advertising 
shouid use discretion in 
conciuding the sale of their 
property. Not ali potentiai 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potentiai buyers are 
reputabie and wiil be abie 
to fuifiil the terms ofthe 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liabie for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 

Free Europe-wide delivery 

ra 

Dental 902 

1 DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED 

|for new clinic In Landstuhl. 

1 Part-time or full-time. Contact 

1 Landstuhl American Dentistry at 
(06371)560-8075 or 
info@americandentistry.net. 

Travel 1000 

•’Spring in Garmisch!** 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 

N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

ra 



'Tax Assistance _^ 


/ 

BLOCK® 

N 

; Germany H&RBIockTax 

Offices Get face-to-face tax help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

;^Email: eclemons(5)hrblock.com^ 


Free Classifieds! 


Visit Stripes.com for details. 

STARSI^STRIPES. 



Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, video games, 
celebrity antics... 
Get entertained with... 


STARSKJlSTRIPES. 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Aso available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


ies.com su] 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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Support 
the mission 


When you’re serving at a base in Afghanistan or one of the Gulf States, an American newspaper is an 
important link to home. At an isolated location like that, you can develop a real hunger for world and 
national news, stories with a military focus... news that really matters to you. 

Stars and Stripes delivers thousands of papers a day downrange, seven days a week — and we count on 
financial support from our subscribers and advertisers to get those papers to our forward deployed forces. 
Why? Although part of the Department of Defense, Stars and Stripes is editorially independent and 
maintaining our independence demands that we meet most of our financial obligations through our 
own commercial activities. That means selling subscriptions and advertising. Your subscription can 
make a difference. Donating a mail subscription to a VA hospital or clinic can help even more. 

Subscribe today: Stripes.com/digital or emaii MemberServices®stripes.com for more information. 


STARSOSTRIPES. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


1 College basketball 

1 Pro soccer 


■ Golf 1 

NIT 

MLS 

Crew 3, United 1 

Match Play 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Traded INF Deven 
Marrero to Arizona for a player to be 
named or cash. Optioned INF Tzu-Wei Lin 
and LFIPs Roenis Elias and Robby Scott to 
Pawtucket (IL). Reassigned C Dan Butler, 
INF Ivan De Jesus Jr. and OFs Rusney Cas¬ 
tillo and Aneury Tavarez to minor league 
camp. Signed C Christian Vazquez to a 
three-year contract extension. 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Reassigned 
RFIPs Jeanmar G and Bruce Rond o 
minor league camp. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Released RHP 
Carlos Torres. 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Released SS 
Alexi Amarista. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Optioned OF 
Tony Kemp and INF Tyler White to minor 
league camp. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Released OF 
Michael Saunders and RHP Ricky No- 
lasco. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Claimed DH 
Kennys Vargas off waivers from Cincin¬ 
nati. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Optioned RHP 
Domingo German to Scranton/Wilkes- 
Barre (IL). Acquired IB Mike Ford as a 
Rule 5 draft return from Seattle and as¬ 
signed him to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre. 
Signed C Kellin Deglan to a minor league 
contract. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Optioned RHP 
Chasen Bradford to Tacoma (PCL). 

TEXAS RANGERS - Traded C Mike Ohl- 
man to Boston for cash. Released RHP 
Bartolo Colon. Optioned IB Tommy Jo¬ 
seph to Round Rock (PCL). 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Assigned LHP 
Matt Dermody outright to Buffalo (IL). 
Released LHP Craig Breslow. Signed RHP 
Murphy Smith to a minor league con¬ 
tract. Optioned RHP Carlos Ramirez to 
Buffalo. 

National League 

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS - Desig¬ 
nated RHP Albert Suarez for assignment. 
Selected the contract of RHP Fernando 
Salas from Reno (PCL). 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Optioned RHP Lu¬ 
cas Sims, RHP Aaron Blair and RHP Matt 
Wisler to Gwinnett (IL). 

CINCINNATI REDS - Optioned RHPs 
Jackson Stephens and Robert Stephen¬ 
son to Louisville (IL). 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Optioned OF 
David Dahl to Albuquerque (PCL). Reas¬ 
signed RHP Austin House and C Anthony 
Bemboom to minor league camp. 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Optioned 
RHP Junior Guerra and OFs Keon Broxton 
and Brett Phillips to Colorado Springs 
(PCL). 

NEW YORK METS - Optioned RHP 
Zack Wheeler to minor league camp. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Released 
RHP Francisco Rodriguez. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Optioned OF 
Jordan Luplow and C Jacob Stallings to 
Indianapolis (IL). Reassigned RHPs Tyler 
Jones and Richard Rodriguez to minor 

^^WASmNGTON NATIONALS - Optioned 
RHP Austin Adams, C Pedro Severino and 
OF Andrew Stevenson to Syracuse (IL). 
Reassigned LHPs Tim Collins and Tommy 
Milone, RHPs Edwin Jackson and Chris¬ 
topher Smith, INF Chris Dominguez, C 
Spencer Kieboom and OF Moises Sierra 
to minor league camp. Released INF Reid 
Brignac and OF Ryan Raburn. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

CHiCAGO BULLS - Signed F Jaylen 
Johnson. 

MEMPHiS GRIZZLIES - Signed G Mar¬ 
quis Teague to a 10-day contract. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Agreed to terms 
with CB Justin Bethel. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Recalled G 
Spencer Martin from San Antonio (AHL) 
and G Joe Cannata and F Julien Nantel 
from Colorado (ECHL) to San Antonio. 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Signed G Cam 
Johtison to a one-year, entry-level con- 


Fight 

March 31 

At Principality Stadium, Cardiff, Wales, 
Anthony Joshua vs. Joseph Parker, 12, for 
Joshua’s IBF and WBA and Parker’s WBO 
heavyweight titles: Alexander Povetkin vs. 
David Price, 12, heavyweights; Ryan Bur¬ 
nett vs. Yonfrez Parejo, 12, for Burnett’s 
WBA bantamweight title; Josh Kelly vs. 
Carlos Molina, 10, welterweights; Joe Cor- 
dina vs. Andy Townend, 10, lightweights. 

At Quincy, Mass., Mark DeLuca vs. Mi¬ 
chael Moore, 10, junior middleweights. 


Semifinals 

At Madison Square Garden 
New York 
Tuesday, March 27 

Western Kentucky (27-10) vs. Utah 
(22-11) 

Penn State (24-13) vs. Mississippi 
State (25-11) 

Championship 
Thursday, March 29 

Semifinal winners 

CBI 

Championship Series 
(Best-of-3; x-if necessary) 
Monday, March 26 

North Texas (18-17) at San Francisco 
(21-15) 

Wednesday, March 28 

San Francisco (21-15) at North Texas 
(18-17) 

Friday, March 30 

x-San Francisco (21-15) at North Texas 
(18-17) 


Columbus 3 0 

New York City FC 3 0 

New York 2 ’ 

Atlanta United FC 2 
Philadelphia 1 
New England 1 
Montreal 1 

D.C. United 0 

Orlando City 
Chicago 
Toronto FC 


0 2 1 
0 2 0 
■ 2 0 


CIT 

Quarterfinals 
Wednesday, March 21 

UlC 83, Austin Peay81 

Northern Colorado 86, San Diego 75 

Thursday, March 22 

Sam Houston 76, UTSA 69 

Saturday, March 24 

Liberty 84, Central Michigan 71 

Semifinals 

Wednesday, March 28 

UlC (19-15) at Liberty (22-14) 

Sam Houston State (21-14) at North¬ 
ern Colorado (24-12) 

Championship 
Friday, March 30 

Semifinal winners 

NCAA Division II tournament 

Championship 
Saturday, March 24 

Ferris State 71, Northern State 69 

Women’s NIT 

Third Round 
Thursday, March 22 

Indiana 73, Purdue 51 
Virginia Tech 81, Fordham 50 
St. John’s 65, Duquesne 52 
Alabama 61, Georgia Tech 59 
South Dakota 85, Michigan State 83, 
OT 

TCU 81, New Mexico 72 

Friday, March 23 

West Virginia 67, James Madison 55 
UC Davis 71, Kansas State 69 
Quarterfinals 
Sunday, March 25 
UC Davis (28-6) at Indiana (20-14) 
Alabama (20-13) at Virginia Tech (21- 
13) 

St. John’s (19-14) at West Virginia (24- 
11 ) 

TCU (22-12) at South Dakota (29-6) 


Miami Open 

Saturday 

At The Tennis Center at Crandon Park 
Key Biscayne, Fla. 

Purse: Men, $8.9 million (Masters 

Women, $7.97 million (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Dutdoor 


Sporting KC 

Vancouver z i i i a b 

Los Angeles FC 2 0 0 6 6 1 

Minnesota United 2 2 0 6 6 8 

FC Dallas 1 0 2 5 5 2 

Houston 111 4 74 

LA Galaxy 111 4 33 

Real Salt Lake 111 4 36 

San Jose 1 1 0 3 5 5 

Colorado 0 11 1 3 4 

Portland 0 2 1 1 2 7 

Seattle 0 2 0 0 0 4 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 

New York City FC 2, New England 2, 
tie 

Portland 1, FC Dallas 1, tie 
Columbus 3, D.C. United 1 
New York 3, Minnesota United 0 
Sporting Kansas City 2, Colorado 2, 
tie 

LA Galaxy 0, Vancouver 0, tie 
Friday, March 30 
Real Salt Lake at Toronto FC 
Saturday, March 31 
New York at Orlando City 
Los Angeles FC at LA Galaxy 
Vancouver at Columbus 
Portland at Chicago 
Atlanta United FC at Minnesota Unit¬ 
ed 

New York City FC at San Jose 
D.C. United at Sporting Kansas City 
New England at Houston 
Philadelphia at Colorado 
Montreal at Seattle 

Saturday 

Sporting KC 2 , Rapids 2 

Kansas City 0 2—2 

Coiorado 2 0—2 

First haif—1, Colorado, Badji, 1 (Cas¬ 
tillo, Price), 5th minute. 2, Colorado, Ma¬ 
son, 1 (Smith), 8th. 

Second haif—3, Kansas City, Gutier¬ 
rez, 4,57th. 4, Kansas City, Rubio, 1 (Shel¬ 
ton), 92nd. 

Goaiies—Kansas City, Tim Melia; Colo¬ 
rado, Tim Howard. 

Yeiiow Cards—Price, Colorado, 15th; 
Jackson, Colorado, 65th; Howard, Colo¬ 
rado, 79th; Sanchez, Kansas City, 93rd. 
A- 17,424 (18,061) 

Red Bulls 3, 
Minnesota United 0 

Minnesota 0 0-0 

New York 2 1-3 

First haif—1, New York, Muyl, 1 (Dun¬ 
can), 15th minute. 2, New York, Wright 
Phillips, 2 (Parker, Davis), 42nd. 

Second haif—3, New York, Wright-Phil 
lips, 3 (Muyl), 78th. 

Goaiies—Minnesota, Matt Lampson 
New York, Luis Robles. 

Yeiiow Cards—Rzatkowski, New York 
38th; Warner, Minnesota, 39th; Ibson 
Minnesota, 75th. 

A- 14,768 (25,000) 


D.C. United 1 0-1 

Coiumbus 3 0—3 

First haif—1, Columbus, Valenzuela, 

1 (Martinez, Artur), 20th minute. 2, D.C. 
United, Asad, 2 (Acosta), 30th. 3, Colum¬ 
bus, Clark, 1 (Higuain), 40th. 4, Colum¬ 
bus, Santos, 1 (Martinez), 42nd. 

Goaiies—D.C. United, David Ousted; 
Columbus, Jon Kempin. 

Yeiiow Cards—Abubakar, Columbus, 
3rd; Valenzuela, Columbus, 52nd. 

A- 8,443 (19,968) 

Timbers 1 , FC Dallas 1 

Portland 0 1—1 

Daiias 1 0—1 

First haif—1, Dallas, Lamah, 3 (Hayes), 
36th minute. 

Second haif—2, Portland, Blanco, 2 
(Adi), 47th. 

Goaiies—Portland, Jake Gleeson; Dal¬ 
las, Jimmy Maurer. 

Yeiiow Cards—Hedges, Dallas, 8th; 
Olum, Portland, 44th; Lamah, Dallas, 
75th: Chara, Portland, 96th. 

Red Cards—Olum, Portland, 75th. 

A- 13,851 (20,000) 

NYC FC 2 , Revolution 2 

New York City 0 2-2 

New England 1 1—2 

First half—1, New England, Fagundez, 

2 (Zahibo), 11th minute. 

Second half—2, New York City, Tajouri, 
2 (Abdul-Salaam), 51st. 3, New England, 
Agudelo, 1 (Penilla), 63rd. 4, New York 
City, Tajouri, 3 (Herrera), 75th. 

Goalies—New York City, Sean John¬ 
son; New England, Matt Turner. 

Yellow Cards—Tajouri, New York City, 
34th: Caldwell, New England, 43rd; Diel- 
na. New England, 70th; Abdul-Salaam, 
New York City, 93rd. 

A-12,376 (20,000) 

Galaxy 0, Whitecaps 0 

Los Angeles 0 0-0 

Vancouver 0 0—0 

Goalies—Los Angeles, David Bingham; 
Vancouver, Stefan Marinovic. 

Yellow Cards—Feltscher, Los Angeles, 
53rd. 

A- 22,120 (22,120) 


W L T Pts GF G 

North Carolina 1 0 0 3 1 

Seattle 1 0 0 3 2 

Orlando 0 0 1 11 

Utah 00111 

Chicago 0 0 0 0 0 

Houston 0 0 0 0 0 

Sky Blue FC 0 0 0 0 0 

Portland 0 10 0 0 

Washington 0 10 0 1 

Note: Three points for victory, c 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
North Carolina 1, Portland 0 
Utah 1, Orlando 1, tie 
Seattle 2, Washington 1 
Sunday’s game 
Chicago at Houston 

Friday, March 30 
Utah at Houston 

Saturday, March 31 
Sky Blue FC at North Carolina 
Orlando at Washington 
Portland at Chicago 


Daniil Medvedev, Russia, 6-4,1-6, 7-6 (5). 

Borna Coric (29), Croatia, def. Leonardo 
Mayer, Argentina, 6-7 (5), 6-3, 6-4. 

David Ferrer (28), Spain, def. Evgeny 
Donskoy, Russia, 6-2,6-2. 

Tomas Berdych (10), Czech Republic, 
def. Yoshihito Nishioka, Japan, 6-1,6-4. 

Frances Tiafoe, U.S., def. Kyle Edmund 
(21), Britain, 7-6 (4), 4-6, 7-6 (5). 

Sam Querrey (11), United States, def. 
Radu Albot, Moldova, 7-6 (4), 6-1. 

Fernando Verdasco (31), Spain, def. 
Guillermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, 4-6, 6-0, 

Thanasi Kokkinakis, Australia, def. 
Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, 3-6, 6-3, 
7-6 (4). 

Kevin Anderson (6), South Africa, def. 
Nikoioz Basilashvili, Georgia, 6-4,6-3. 

Fabio Fognini (15), Italy, def. Nicola 
Kuhn, Spain, 6-4,6-4. 

Pablo Carreno Busta (16), Spain, def. 
Denis Istomin, Uzbekistan, 6-1,6-0. 

Jack Sock fe). United States, def. Yuki 
Bhambri, India, 6-3, 7-6 (3). 

Steve Johnson, United States, def. Adri¬ 
an Mannarino (18), France, 6-3,6-3. 

Nick Kyrgios (17), Australia, def. Dusan 
Lajovic, Serbia, 6-4, 6-1. 

Women 
Third Round 

Zarina Diyas, Kazakhstan, def. Carina 
Witthoeft, Germany, 4-6,7-5, 6-0. 

Karolina Pliskova (5), C. Republic, def. 
Hsieh Su-wei, Taiwan, 6-4,1-6,7-6 (4). 

Agnieszka Radwanska (30), Poland, def. 
Simona Halep (1), Romania, 3-6,6-2, 6-3. 

Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, def. Anas- 
tasija Sevastova (20), Latvia, 3-6,6-4,6-1. 

Wang Yafan, China, def. Alison Riske, 
United States, 4-6,6-3, 7-6 (4). 

Angelique Kerber (10), Germany, def. 
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova (23), Russia, 
6-4, 6-4. 

Sloane Stephens (13), U.S., def. Monica 
Niculescu, Romania, 6-7 (1), 6-3, 4-0 re¬ 
tired. 

Garbine Muguruza (3), Spain, def. 
Christina McHale, United States, 6-2,6-1. 


College baseball I College hockey 


Saturday’s scores 

SOUTH 

Alabama at Tennessee, ppd. 

Auburn at Kentucky, ppd. 

Belmont 14, UT Martin 11 
Boston College 6, Virginia Tech 2 
Campbell 4, Gardner-Webb 3 
Campbellsville at Georgetown (Ky.), 
ppd. 

Christian Brothers 4-5, West Alabama 
3-4 

Clemson at Louisville, ppd. 
Freed-Hardeman 5, Park 4 
Indiana Wesleyan vs. Bethel (Tenn.), 
ccd. 

Lee 3, Auburn-Montgomery 1 
Limestone 9, Barton 3 
Miami 1, Virginia 0 
Middle Tennessee 12, Charlotte 2 
Miles 11, Lane 0 
Murray St. 13, E. Illinois 7 
N.C. Central 3, Savannah St. 1 
Notre Dame 7, Wake Forest 6, 10 in- 
ningsa 

Pittsburgh 8, Duke 7 
Rhodes 4-5, Centre 1-4 
UNC Wilmington 5-6, Hofstra 3-2 
Valdosta St. 8-9, Union (Tenn.) 1-4 
Virginia Tech 5-2, Boston College 2-6 
William Carey 8, Martin Methodist 2 
FAR WEST 
Stanford 5, Utah 4 


NCAA Division I tournament 

NORTHEAST REGIONAL 
At Worcester, Mass. 
Championship 
Sunday, March 25 

Boston University (22-13-4) vs. Michi¬ 
gan (21-14-3) 

EAST REGIONAL 
At Bridgeport, Conn. 

Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Notre Dame 2, Providence 1 
MiDWEST REGiONAL 
At Aiientown, Pa. 

Championship 
Sunday, March 25 

Ohio State (25-9-5) vs. Denver (23-9-8) 

WEST REGiONAL 

At Denny Sanford PREMiER Center 
Sioux Faiis, S.D. 

First Round 
Friday, March 23 

Air Force 4, St. Cloud State 1 
Minnesota Duluth 3, Minnesota State 
Mankato 2, OT 

Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Minnesota Duluth 2, Air Force 1 

FROZEN FOUR 
At Xcei Energy Center 
St. Paui, Minn. 

Nationai Semifinais 
Thursday, Aprii 5 

Notre Dame (27-9-2) vs. East cham¬ 
pion 

Midwest champion vs. Minnesota Du¬ 
luth (23-16-3) 

Nationai Championship 
Saturday, Aprii 7 

Semifinal winners 


Saturday 

Austin Country Ciub 
Austin, Texas 
Yardage: 7,108; Par: 71 
Fourth Round 
(Seedings in parentheses) 


Kiradech Aphibarnrat (28), Thailand, 
def. Charles Howell III (59), U.S., 1 up. 

Kyle Stanley (45), United States, def. 
Sergio Garcia (7), Spain, 3 and 1. 

Justin Thomas (2), United States, def. 
Si Woo Kim (50), South Korea, 6 and 5. 

Cameron Smith (46), Australia, def. 
Tyrrell Hatton (12), England, 2 and 1. 

Alex Noren (13), Sweden, def. Patrick 
Reed (19), United States, 5 and 3. 

Ian Poulter (58), England, def. Louis 
Oosthuizen (25), South Africa, 2 and 1. 

Kevin Kisner (32), United States, def. 
Matt Kuchar (16), United States, 1 up. 


Bubba Watson (35), U.S., def. Kiradech 
Aphibarnrat (28), Thailand, 5 and 3. 

Justin Thomas (2), United States, def. 
Kyle Stanley (45), United States, 2 and 1. 

Alex Noren (13), Sweden, def. Camer¬ 
on Smith (46), Australia, 4 and 2. 

Kevin Kisner (32), United States, def. 
Ian Poulter (58), England, 8 and 6. 

Corales Puntacana Resort and 
Club Championship 

PGA Tour 
Saturday 

Corales Puntacana Resort & Club 
Punta Cana, Dominican Republic 

Yardage: 7,670; Par 72 
Third Round 

Brice Garnett 63-68-69-200 

Corey Conners 64-71-67-202 

Tyler McCumber 67-70-67-204 

Tom Lovelady 69-68-68-205 

Seamus Power 68-67-71-206 

Denny McCarthy 66-69-71-206 

Seungsu Han 67-67-72-206 

Harris English 71-69-67-207 

Kevin Tway 67-72-68-207 

Troy Matteson 66-73-68-207 

Martin Flores 68-71-68-207 

George McNeill 67-71-69-207 

Geoff Ogiivy 69-67-71-207 

Keith Mitchell 66-66-75-207 

Andrew Putnam 70-68-70-208 

Paul Dunne 67-70-71-208 

Kelly Kraft 68-69-71-208 

Matt Atkins 69-67-72 -208 

Xinjun Zhang 66-68-74-208 

Steve Wheatcroft 66-66-76-208 

Retief Goosen 70-70-69-209 

Fabian Gomez 69-70-70-209 

Shawn Stefani 68-72-70-210 

Nate Lashley 70-70-70-210 

Troy Merritt 69-70-71-210 

Adam Schenk 70-71-69-210 

Tommy Gainey 70-68-72 -210 

K.J. Choi 71-68-72 -211 

Rob Oppenheim 70-71-70-211 

Patrick Rodgers 74-65-72 -211 

Abraham Ancer 71-67-73-211 

Joel Dahmen 71-66-74-211 

TreyMullinax 69-66-76-211 

Matt Every 69-66-76-211 

Hunter Mahan 70-65-76-211 

Rapiscan Systems Classic 

CHAMPIONS TOUR 
Saturday 
At Fallen Oak 
Biloxi, Miss. 

Purse: $1.6 million 
Yardage: 7,088; Par 72 
Second Round 

Steve Strieker 68-69-137 

JeffSIuman 71-67-138 

Joe Durant 66-72-138 

Stephen Ames 71-68-139 

Billy Andrade 69-70-139 

David McKenzie 69-71-140 

Jesper Parnevik 70-71-141 

Jerry Smith 74-68-142 

Tim Petrovic 73-69-142 

Scott McCarron 72-70-142 

Scott Parel 72-70-142 

Kevin Johnson 71-71-142 

Mark Calcavecchia 67-75-142 

Russ Cochran 73-70-143 

Fran Quinn 74-69-143 

Tom Lehman 71-72-143 

Mike Goodes 71-72-143 

Gene Sauers 70-73-143 

Wes Short, Jr. 70-73-143 

Billy Mayfair 69-74-143 

Kia Ciassic 

LPGA Tour 
Saturday 
At Aviara GC 
Carlsbad, Calif. 

Purse: $1.8 million 
Yardage: 6,609; Par: 72 
Third Round 

70-68-67-205 


Eun-Hee Ji 
Lizette Salas 
In-Kyung Kim 
Wei-Ling Hsu 
Cindy Lacrosse 
Caroline Hedwall 
Cristie Kerr 
Anna Nordqvist 
KrisTamulis 
Carlota Ciganda 
Jeong Eun Lee 
Hyejin Choi 
Jin Young Ko 
Jane Park 
Caroline Masson 
Hee Young Park 
Brittany Lincicome 
Perrine Delacour 

Shanshan Feng 
Lydia Ko 

Thidapa Suwannapura 


69-67-69-: 

67-69-69-: 

72-66-68-: 

69- 69-68-: 

66- 70-70-: 

67- 64-75-: 

71- 70-66-: 

70- 70-67-: 
70-68-69-: 

68- 69-70-: 

72- 70-66-: 

70- 72-66-: 

71- 69-68-: 
70-70-68-: 
66-70-72-: 

72- 72-65-: 
70-72-67-: 

69- 72-68-: 
72-68-69-: 

68- 71-70-: 

69- 69-71-: 
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Eric Christian Smith/AP 

Houston Rockets guard James Harden drives to the basket between New Orleans Pelicans forward 
Anthony Davis, left, and guard DeAndre Liggins during the first half Saturday in Houston. 

Roundup 


Rockets set wins record 


Associated Press 

HOUSTON — James Harden 
is certain the Houston Rockets 
won’t let up in their last nine reg¬ 
ular-season games despite hold¬ 
ing a 4y2 game lead over Golden 
State for the top seed in the West¬ 
ern Conference. 

“The edge is going to be there 
no matter what,” he said. “We 
haven’t done anything. We don’t 
have time to relax.” 

Harden scored 27 points in 
three quarters and the Rockets 
routed the New Orleans Pelicans 
114-91 on Saturday night for their 
eighth straight victory. 

The NBA-leading Rockets 
improved to 59-14 to overtake 
the 1993-94 championship team 
for the most wins in franchise 
history. 

“It was just another win,” Eric 
Gordon said. “We have high ex¬ 
pectations for one another.” 

Houston never trailed and al¬ 
ready had a huge lead to start 
the fourth before scoring seven 
straight points early in the period 
to make it 92-63 with 10 minutes 
remaining. Clint Capela had four 
points and a steal to lead Houston 
in that stretch. Capela finished 
with 18 points, 16 rebounds, three 
steals and tied a career high with 
six blocks. 

The Pelicans, who were play¬ 
ing their fifth game in seven days, 
finally ran out of gas, and looked 
worn out from the start. Entering 
Saturday’s game they had played 
on three consecutive nights from 
Tuesday-Thursday because of a 
rescheduled game and won all 
of them to extend their winning 
streak to four in a row. 

“I don’t want to use that as an 
excuse,” coach Alvin Gentry said. 


“I do think we were a little tired 
and we got off to a rough start and 
this is not a team you want to get 
off to a rough start with.” 

Anthony Davis, who also sat out 
the fourth quarter with the game 
out of reach, led New Orleans with 
25 points and had eight rebounds 
and four blocks. 

Eric Gordon added 19 points for 
the Rockets on a night Chris Paul 
missed his second straight game 
because of a sore left hamstring. 

76ers 120, Timberwolves 
108: Ben Simmons had a triple¬ 
double, Joel Embiid dazzled while 
getting the better of Karl-Antho- 
ny Towns, and host Philadelphia 
inched closer to its first playoff 
berth in six years. 

Simmons had 15 points, 12 re¬ 
bounds and 13 assists for the 10th 
triple-double of his rookie season. 
Embiid scored 19 points, and had 
a left-handed block of Towns, 
a three-pointer and a windmill 
dunk in the Sixers’ 20-4 run to 
start the third quarter. 

Andrew Wiggins scored 16 
points, and Towns had 15 points 
and 11 rebounds, but shot just 3- 
for-15 from the field. Minnesota 
had won two in a row. 

Pistons 117, Bulls 95: An¬ 
thony Tolliver scored 25 points, 
and host Detroit made 13 three- 
pointers in the first half to rout 
Chicago. 

The Pistons have won three 
of four, with the only loss in that 
span in overtime at Houston, but 
Detroit still trails Milwaukee by 
5 V 2 games for the final playoff 
spot in the Eastern Conference. 

Andre Drummond had 15 
points and 20 rebounds for De¬ 
troit. It was his 16th game this 
season with at least 20 rebounds 
and the 50th of his career. 


Hornets 102, Mavericks 98: 

Dwight Howard had 23 rebounds 
and 18 points to cap an eventful 
four days and Charlotte held off 
host Dallas for it third straight 
victory. 

Howard had a career-high 30 
rebounds and scored 32 points 
against Brooklyn on Wednesday 
night, then served a one-game 
suspension for his 16th technical 
foul of the season as Charlotte 
beat Memphis 140-79 on Thurs¬ 
day night. Kemba Walker had 24 
points for the Hornets. 

Harrison Barnes had 18 points 
for Dallas. 

Lakers 100, Grizzlies 93: 

Kyle Kuzma scored 15 of his 25 
points in the fourth quarter and 
had 10 rebounds, and Los Ange¬ 
les overcame a slow start to beat 
host Memphis. 

Julius Randle added 20 points 
and 11 rebounds to help the Lak¬ 
ers end a four-game losing streak. 
Kentavious Caldwell-Pope scored 
18 points, and Lonzo Ball had 12 
points and 10 assists. 

Andrew Harrison led the Griz¬ 
zlies with 20 points and nine 
assists. 

Magic 105, Suns 99: Aaron 
Gordon had 29 points and 11 re¬ 
bounds in host Orlando’s victory. 

Nikola Vucevic added 24 points 
and nine rebounds, and D.J. 
Augustin nearly had his first 
triple-double of the season with 
15 points, 10 assists and nine re¬ 
bounds. The Magic had lost three 
in a row. 

Phoenix has lost 11 straight 
and 26 of 28. Josh Jackson led 
the Suns with 18 points, Alex Len 
had 15, and Tyler Ulis and former 
Magic guard Elfrid Payton added 
14 apiece. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


x-Toronto 

x-Boston 

x-Cleveland 

Philadelphia 

Indiana 

Washington 

Miami 

Milwaukee 


W L Pet GB 

54 19 .740 - 

49 23 .681 4'/2 

43 29 .597 WV 2 

42 30 .583 ll'/2 

42 31 .575 12 

40 32 .556 13'/2 

39 34 .534 15 

38 34 .528 15'/2 


Detroit 

Charlotte 

New York 

Chicago 

Brooklyn 

Orlando 

Atlanta 


33 40 .452 21 

33 41 .446 21'/2 

26 47 .356 28 

24 49 .329 30 

23 50 .315 31 

22 51 .301 32 

21 52 .288 33 


Western Conference 


y-Houston 
y-Golden State 
Portland 
Oklahoma City 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Minnesota 
Utah 


W L Pet GB 

59 14 .808 - 

54 18 .750 4'/2 

44 28 .611 14'/2 

44 30 .595 15'/2 

43 30 .589 16 

43 31 .581 16'/2 

42 32 .568 17'/2 

41 32 .562 18 


22 51 .301 37 


Denver 40 33 .548 19 

L.A. Clippers 38 34 .528 20'/2 

L.A. Lakers 32 40 .444 26'/2 

Sacramento 

Memphis — _ 

Phoenix 19 55 .257 40y2 

x-clinched playoff spot 
y-clinched division 

Friday’s games 
Denver 108, Washington 100 
Indiana 109, L.A. Clippers 104 
Cleveland 120, Phoenix 95 
Minnesota 108, New York 104 
Toronto 116, Brooklyn 112 
Milwaukee 118, Chicago 105 
Oklahoma City 105, Miami 99 
San Antonio 124, Utah 120, OT 


Boston 105, Portland 100 
Golden State 106, Atlanta 94 
Saturday’s games 
Philadelphia 120, Minnesota 108 
Detroit 117, Chicago 95 
Orlando 105, Phoenix 99 
Houston 114, New Orleans 91 
L.A. Lakers 100, Memphis 93 
Charlotte 102, Dallas 98 

Sunday’s games 
Cleveland at Brooklyn 
San Antonio at Milwaukee 
Miami at Indiana 
Boston at Sacramento 
L.A. Clippers at Toronto 
New York at Washington 
Portland at Oklahoma City 
Atlanta at Houston 
Utah at Golden State 

Monday’s games 
Denver at Philadelphia 
L.A. Lakers at Detroit 
New York at Charlotte, 

Memphis at Minnesota 
Boston at Phoenix, 

Tuesday’s games 
San Antonio at Washington 
Denver at Toronto 
Chicago at Houston 
Cleveland at Miami 
Portland at New Orleans 
Dallas at Sacramento 
Indiana at Golden State 
Milwaukee at L.A. Clippers 

Saturday 

Hornets 102, Mavericks 98 

CHARLOTTE - Kidd-Gilchrist 1-9 0-0 2, 
Williams 3-5 2-2 9, Howard 6-12 6-12 18, 
Walker 9-17 2-2 24, Lamb 5-14 2-4 14, Ba¬ 
con 3-9 3-3 9, Kaminsky 3-7 2-2 9, Hernan- 
gomez 0-4 3-4 3, Monk 4-12 0-0 11, Gra¬ 
ham 1-3 0-0 3. Totals 35-92 20-29 102. 
DALLAS - Barnes 6-20 1-2 18, Nowitzki 

2- 9 0-0 4, Powell 0-3 4-4 4, Smith Jr. 8-17 

3- 4 21, Finney-Smith 0-4 1-2 1, McDermott 

4- 8 3-3 14, Kleber 0-2 0-0 0, Noel 5-8 0-0 
10, Ferrell 7-10 1-2 16, Barea 4-10 1-2 10. 
Totals 36-91 14-19 98. 

Charlotte 22 32 25 23-102 

Dallas 27 21 22 28- 98 

Three-point goals—Charlotte 12-25 
(Walker 4-8, Monk 3-5, Lamb 2-6, Graham 

1-1, Williams 1-2, Kaminsky 1-2, Howard 
0-1), Dallas 12-41 (Barnes 5-11, McDer¬ 
mott 3-5, Smith Jr. 2-6, Ferrell 1-4, Barea 

1-5, Kleber 0-1, Finney-Smith 0-2, Powell 
0-2, Nowitzki 0-5). Rebounds—Charlotte 
62 (Howard 23), Dallas 52 (Noel 12). As¬ 
sists—Charlotte 21 (Kaminsky 6), Dallas 
22 (Smith Jr. 6). Total Fouls—Charlotte 14, 
Dallas 22. A-20,085 (19,200). 

Lakers 100, Grizzlies 93 

L.A. LAKERS - Kuzma 9-21 3-3 25, Ran¬ 
dle 7-15 6-8 20, Lopez 2-8 3-6 8, Ball 5-13 

1-4 12, Caldwell-Pope 5-12 4-4 18, Wear 4- 
10 0-0 11, Zubac 0-0 0-0 0, Ennis 3-7 0-0 6. 
Totals 35-86 17-25 100. 

MEMPHIS - Martin 5-13 0-0 10, Green 
7-10 0-0 17, Gasol 6-16 6-7 18, Harrison 7- 
15 5-6 20, Brooks 4-14 1-2 10, Davis 2-3 2-3 
6, Chalmers 1-4 2-2 4, Simmons 1-2 0-0 2, 
Selden 2-7 2-2 6. Totals 35-84 18-22 93. 

L.A. Lakers 17 35 19 29-100 

Memphis 28 29 14 22- 93 

Three-point goals—L.A. 13-38(Caldwell- 
Pope 4-9, Kuzma 4-10, Wear 3-7, Lopez 1-4, 
Ball 1-6, Ennis 0-2), Memphis 5-29 (Green 

3-3, Harrison 1-5, Brooks 1-7, Chalmers 
0-3, Selden 0-3, Martin 0-4, Gasol 0-4). 
Fouled Out—Green. Rebounds—L.A. 44 
(Randle 11), Memphis 43 (Green 16). As- 
sists-L.A. 19 (Ball 10), Memphis 20 (Har¬ 
rison 9). Total Fouls-L.A. 20, Memphis 21. 
Technicals—Harrison. A—18,119 (18,119). 


Magic 105, Suns 99 

PHOENIX - Jackson 6-17 6-8 18, Bend¬ 
er 1-7 0-0 3, Chriss 3-8 3-4 10, Payton 6-15 

2-4 14, Daniels 4-13 2-2 12, Dudley 1-2 0-0 
3, Len 6-10 3-4 15, Ulis 7-13 0-0 14, Harri¬ 
son 1-1 2-2 5, Reed 1-3 2-2 5. Totals 36-89 
20-26 99. 

ORLANDO - Hezonja 4-7 5-8 14, Gor¬ 
don 10-18 6-9 29, Vucevic 11-26 2-2 24, 
Augustin 5-7 4-4 15, Iwundu 0-3 0-0 0, Bi- 
yombo 0-2 2-2 2, Birch 0-1 0-0 0, Mack4-11 

1- 2 12, Purvis 2-6 0-0 6, Artis 0-1 0-0 0, Af- 
flalo 1-2 0-0 3. Totals 37-84 20-27 105. 

Phoenix 23 23 28 25- 99 

Oriando 26 12 39 28-105 

Three-point goals—Phoenix 7-29 

(Daniels 2-10, Harrison 1-1, Reed 1-1, 
Dudley 1-2, Chriss 1-3, Bender 1-5, Ulis 
0-2, Jackson 0-2, Payton 0-3), Orlando 
11-30 (Mack 3-5, Gordon 3-6, Purvis 2-4, 
Afflalo 1-1, Hezonja 1-2, Augustin 1-3, Ar¬ 
tis 0-1, Iwundu 0-3, Vucevic 0-5). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Phoenix 41 (Len 
9), Orlando 54 (Vucevic, Gordon 11). As¬ 
sists—Phoenix 21 (Payton 8), Orlando 29 
(Augustin 10). Total Fouls—Phoenix 22, 
Orlando 18. A-17,393 (18,846). 

Rockets 114, Peiicans 91 

NEW ORLEANS - Moore 4-9 0-0 8, Mill¬ 
er 4-9 0-0 11, Davis 10-22 4-6 25, Holiday 

5-17 0-0 10, Liggins 0-4 0-0 0, Hill 1-4 0-0 2, 
Diallo 5-6 5-6 15, Okafor 1-3 0-0 2, Drew II 

4-7 0-0 9, Cooke 0-2 0-0 0, Clark 4-13 0-0 9. 
Totals 38-96 9-12 91. 

HOUSTON - Ariza 3-8 0-0 8, Tucker 1- 
5 0-0 3, Capela 9-12 0-2 18, Harden 11-24 

2- 2 27, Gordon 7-13 1-1 19, Anderson 5-11 

2- 2 16, Black 0-0 0-0 0, Green 5-14 1-1 14, 
Johnson 4-6 0-0 9. Totals 45-93 6-8 114. 

New Orleans 16 21 24 30- 91 

Houston 29 35 19 31-114 

Three-point goals—New Orleans 6-21 
(Miller 3-6, Drew II 1-2, Davis 1-2, Clark 1- 
3, Cooke 0-1, Hill 0-1, Moore 0-2, Liggins 
0-2, Holiday 0-2), Houston 18-47 (Ander¬ 
son 4-8, Gordon 4-9, Green 3-8, Harden 

3- 11, Ariza 2-5, Tucker 1-3, Johnson 1-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—New Or¬ 
leans 46 (Diallo 9), Houston 48 (Capela 
16). Assists—New Orleans 19 (Holiday, 
Hill 4), Houston 22 (Harden 8). Total 
Fouls—New Orleans 14, Houston 17. 
Technicals-Moore. A-18,055 (18,055). 

Pistons 117, Bulls 95 

CHICAGO - Valentine 7-14 0-0 18, Von- 
leh 5-13 1-2 12, Lopez 2-7 0-0 4, Payne 4-10 
1-2 10, Holiday 2-9 0-0 5, Zipser 0-2 0-0 0, 
Portis 5-13 0-0 10, Felicio 4-6 2-2 10, Grant 

4- 10 0-0 10, Arcidiacono 1-1 0-0 3, Nwaba 

5- 12 2-3 13. Totals 39-97 6-9 95. 

DETROIT - S.Johnson 0-2 0-0 0, Griffin 

4- 8 0-0 10, Drummond 6-9 3-4 15, Jackson 

5- 10 3-4 15, Bullock 5-9 0-0 14, Ennis III 5-9 

3- 4 13, Ellenson 0-1 0-0 0, Tolliver 8-15 3-3 
25, Moreland 0-3 0-0 0, Smith 5-9 1-1 12, 
Buyeks 0-2 0-0 0, Galloway 0-1 0-0 0, Ken- 
nard 5-9 2-2 13. Totals 43-87 15-18 117. 

Chicago 22 25 29 19- 95 

Detroit 36 30 29 22-117 

Three-point goals—Chicago 11-35 
(Valentine 4-7, Grant 2-3, Arcidiacono 
1-1, Nwaba 1-3, Vonleh 1-5, Payne 1-5, 
Holiday 1-6, Lopez 0-1, Zipser 0-1, Portis 
0-3), Detroit 16-42 (Tolliver 6-12, Bullock 

4- 7, Griffin 2-5, Jackson 2-6, Kennard 1- 
3, Smith 1-4, S.Johnson 0-1, Galloway 
0-1, Ennis III 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Chicago 44 (Felicio 9), Detroit 
49 (Drummond 20). Assists—Chicago 27 
(Grant 10), Detroit 33 (Griffin 9). Total 
Fouls—Chicago 20, Detroit 11. A—19,139 
( 21 , 000 ). 

76ers 120, Timberwolves 108 

MINNESOTA - Bjelica 2-9 0-0 5, Gibson 

3-5 1-2 7, Towns 3-15 7-8 15, Teague 1-8 1- 
2 3, Wiggins 7-17 2-5 16, Georges-Hunt 3-5 

5- 5 11, Aldrich 2-4 0-2 4, Dieng 6-12 2-2 15, 
Brooks 2-6 2-3 8, Jones 4-6 3-3 11, Craw¬ 
ford 4-10 5-6 13. Totals 37-97 28-38 108. 

PHILADELPHIA - Covington 4-10 0-0 
11, Saric 6-10 3-5 18, Embiid 6-12 6-8 19, 
Simmons 5-9 5-8 15, Redick 3-11 0-0 8, 
Ilyasova 4-9 1-2 9, Holmes 1-3 0-0 2, John¬ 
son 3-4 0-0 6, McConnell 1-2 1-3 3, Ander¬ 
son 3-9 3-3 9, Belinelli 5-6 4-5 17, Korkmaz 
1-3 0-2 3. Totals 42-88 23-36 120. 

Minnesota 24 28 19 37-108 

Philadelphia 32 27 39 22-120 

Three-point goals—Minnesota 6-23 
(Brooks 2-4, Towns 2-6, Dieng 1-1, Bjelica 

1- 4, Jones 0-1, Teague 0-2, Crawford 0-2, 
Wiggins 0-3), Philadelphia 13-37 (Beli¬ 
nelli 3-4, Saric 3-6, Covington 3-9, Redick 

2- 7, Korkmaz 1-1, Embiid 1-3, Ilyasova 0- 
3, Anderson 0-4). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Minnesota 53 (Towns, Dieng 11), 
Philadelphia 51 (Simmons 12). Assists— 
Minnesota 19 (Jones 6), Philadelphia 33 
(Simmons 13). Total Fouls—Minnesota 
27, Philadelphia 29. Technicals—Gibson, 
Teague, Simmons. A—20,668 (21,600). 

Calendar 

April 11-14 — Portsmouth (Va.) Invita¬ 
tional Tournament. 

April 11 — Regular season ends. 

April 14 — Playoffs begin. 

April 22 — Early entry eligibility dead¬ 
line for NBA draft (11:59 p.m. EDT). 

May 31 - NBA Finals begin. 

June 11 — Early entry withdrawal 
deadline for NBA draft (5 p.m. EDT). 

June 17 — NBA Finals latest possible 
date. 

June 21 - NBA Draft. 
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NHL 


Scoreboard 


Roundup 


Eastern Conference 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

x-TampaBay 75 51 20 4 106 272 213 

X-Boston 73 46 17 10 102 243 188 

Toronto 75 45 23 7 97 255 213 

Washington 75 44 24 7 95 236 221 

Pittsburgh 75 42 27 6 90 246 229 

Coiumbus 76 42 29 5 89 215 208 

Phiiadeiphia 75 38 25 12 88 226 223 

New Jersey 75 39 28 8 86 225 225 

Fiorida 73 38 28 7 83 223 224 

Caroiina 75 33 31 11 77 208 239 

N.Y. Rangers 75 33 34 8 74 219 241 

N.Y. Isianders 75 31 34 10 72 242 273 

Montreai 76 27 37 12 66 192 243 

Detroit 75 27 37 11 65 192 233 

Ottawa 74 26 37 11 63 203 262 

Buffaio 75 23 40 12 58 174 248 

Western Conference 

Central Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

x-Nashviiie 74 48 16 10 106 239 187 

Vegas 75 47 21 7 101 250 204 

Winnipeg 74 45 19 10 100 245 192 

San Jose 75 43 23 9 95 232 203 

Minnesota 74 42 24 8 92 231 211 

Coiorado 75 41 26 8 90 239 218 

St. Louis 75 42 28 5 89 209 196 

Anaheim 75 38 24 13 89 212 200 


Los Angeies 

Daiias 

Caigary 

Edmonton 

Chicago 

Vancouver 

Arizona 


28 


7 89 221 190 

8 84 214 204 
10 80 205 231 

5 73 217 238 

9 71 214 234 
61 193 246 


75 38 29 

76 35 31 

75 34 36 

76 31 36 

75 26 40 _ _ 

_ 75 25 39 11 61 186 241 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to piayoffs. 
x-ciinched piayoff spot 

Friday’s games 
Montreai 3, Buffaio 0 
New Jersey 4, Pittsburgh 3, OT 
Winnipeg 3, Anaheim 2, OT 
St. Louis 4, Vancouver 1 
Boston 3, Daiias 2 

Saturday’s games 
Coiorado 2, Vegas 1, SO 
San Jose 5, Caigary 1 
Chicago 3, N.Y. isianders 1 
N.Y. Rangers 5, Buffaio 1 
Toronto 4, Detroit 3 
Fiorida 4, Arizona 2 
New Jersey 2, Tampa Bay 1 
Washington 6, Montreai 4 
Caroiina 5, Ottawa 2 
St. Louis 2, Coiumbus 1 
Minnesota 4, Nashviiie 1 
Edmonton 3, Los Angeies 2 
Sunday’s games 
Phiiadeiphia at Pittsburgh 
Nashviiie at Winnipeg 
Vancouver at Daiias 
Boston at Minnesota 
Anaheim at Edmonton 

Monday’s games 
Fiorida at N.Y. isianders 
Ottawa at Caroiina 
Buffaio at Toronto 
Washington at N.Y. Rangers 
Detroit at Montreai 
Arizona at Tampa Bay 
San Jose at Chicago 
Coiorado at Vegas 
Caigary at Los Angeies 

Tuesday’s games 
Caroiina at New Jersey 
N.Y. isianders at Ottawa 
Pittsburgh at Detroit 
Boston at Winnipeg 
San Jose at St. Louis 
Minnesota at Nashviiie 
Phiiadeiphia at Daiias 
Coiumbus at Edmonton 
Anaheim at Vancouver 

Saturday 

Hurricanes 5, Senators 2 

Carolina 1 1 3-5 

Ottawa 1 0 1-2 

First Period—1, Caroiina, Di Giuseppe4 
(Zykov), 7:34. 2, Ottawa, B.Ryan 9 (Karis- 
son, Dzingei), 9:38. 

Second Period—3, Caroiina, McGinn 
14 (Staai, Dahibeck), 17:19. 

Third Period—4, Caroiina, Flanifin 9 
(Zykov, Aho), 8:29. 5, Caroiina, Skinner 
23 (Di Giuseppe), 9:37. 6, Ottawa, Chabot 
7 (Hoffman, Paajarvi), 16:34. 7, Caroiina, 
Staai 17 (Wiiiiams, Lindhoim), 19:25. 

Shots on Goal—Caroiina 5-8-11—24. 
Ottawa 12-8-16-36. 

Power-play opportunities—Caroiina 0 
of 1; Ottawa 0 of 2. 

Goalies-Caroiina, Ward 21-13-4 (36 
shots-34 saves). Ottawa, Condon 5-15-5 
(23-19). 

A-16,555 (18,572). T-2:29. 


Panthers 4, Arizona 2 

Arizona 1 1 0-2 

Florida 0 0 4-4 

First Period—1, Arizona, Keller 22 
(Panik, Stepan), 14:36. 

Second Period—2, Arizona, Panik 11 
(Stepan, Keiler), 1:33 (pp). 

Third Period—3, Florida, Trocheck 29 
(McGinn, Yandie), 6:13. 4, Florida, Tro¬ 
check 30 (Pysyk, Huberdeau), 9:33. 5, 
Fiorida, Maigin 11 (Mamin, Sceviour), 
16:15. 6, Florida, McGinn 12 (Trocheck, 
Barkov), 19:46 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Arizona 13-11-4—28. 
Fiorida 9-20-18-47. 

Power-play opportunities—Arizona 1 
of 1; Florida 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Arizona, Kuemper 12-6-4 (46 
shots-43 saves). Florida, Reimer 19-13-5 
(28-26). 

A-14,905 (19,250). T-2:33. 



David Zalubowski/AP 


Colorado’s Gabriel Landeskog scores the winning goal past Vegas 
goaltender Marc-Andre Fleury in the shootout on Satunday. 


Wild 4, Predators 1 

Nashville 1 0 0-1 

Minnesota 0 2 2-4 

First Period—1, Nashville, Johansen 13 
(Forsberg, Subban), 8:37. 

Second Period—2, Minnesota, Eriks¬ 
son Ek 5 (Winnik, Foligno), 2:50.3, Minne¬ 
sota, Niederreiter 18 (Murphy, Zucker), 
13:45. 

Third Period—4, Minnesota, Zucker 
30 (Staai), 1:29. 5, Minnesota, Parise 10 
(Granlund), 18:19. 

Shots on Goal—Nashville 9-5-6—20. 
Minnesota 6-14-10-30. 

Power-play opportunities—Nashville 
0 of 2; Minnesota 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Nashville, Rinne 40-11-4 (29 
shots-26 saves). Minnesota, Dubnyk 32- 

14- 6 (20-19). 

A-19,303 (18,064). T-2:30. 

Avalanche 2 , 

Golden Knights 1 (SO) 

Vegas 0 0 10-1 

Colorado 1 0 0 0-2 

Colorado won shootout 1-0 
First Period—1, Colorado, Soderberg 
16 (Kerfoot, Compher), 13:52 (pp). 

Third Period—2, Vegas, Marchessault 
24 (Theodore), 1:15. 

Shootout—Vegas 0 (Perron NG, Haula 
NG, Marchessault NG), Colorado 1 (MacK¬ 
innon NG, Rantanen NG, Landeskog G). 

Shots on Goal-Vegas 11-10-12-7-40. 
Colorado 13-9-6-2-30. 

Power-play opportunities—Vegas 0 of 
1; Colorado 1 of 4. 

Goalies-Vegas, Fleury 27-11-4 (30 
shots-29 saves). Colorado, Varlamov 23- 

15- 6 (40-39). 

A-18,042 (18,007). T-2:39. 

Maple Leafs 4, Red Wings 3 

Detroit 0 2 1-3 

Toronto 1 1 2-4 

First Period—1, Toronto, Kapanen 7 
(Bozak, van Riemsdyk), 14:30. 

Second Period—2, Detroit, Larkin 12 
(Mantha), 4:32. 3, Detroit, Bertuzzi 3 
(DeKeyser, Zetterberg), 9:37. 4, Toronto, 
Brown 14 (Dermott, Rielly), 14:19. 

Third Period—5, Detroit, Nielsen 15 
(Witkowski, Kronwall), 4:58. 6, Toronto, 
Nylander 17 (Matthews), 7:27. 7, Toronto, 
Kadri 29 (Marleau, Marner), 12:34. 

Shots on Goal-Detroit 11-19-11-41. 
Toronto 15-8-6-29. 

Power-play opportunities—Detroit 0 
of 1; Toronto 0 of 4. 

Goalies-Detroit, Howard 19-27-8 (29 
shots-25 saves). Toronto, Andersen 35- 
19-5 (41-38). 

A-19,154 (18,819). T-2:42. 

Rangers 5, Sabres 1 

Buffalo 0 0 1-1 

N.Y. Rangers 2 3 0-5 

First Period—1, N.Y. Rangers, Kreider 
15 (Zibanejad, Fast), 16:29. 2, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Vesey 16 (Zuccarello), 18:02. 

Second Period—3, N.Y. Rangers, Pionk 
1 (Hayes, Vesey), 3:59. 4, N.Y. Rangers, 
Zibanejad 27 (Kreider, Pionk), 8:45 (pp). 
5, N.Y. Rangers, Vesey 17 (Hayes, Spoon¬ 
er), 14:47 (pp). 

Third Period—6 , Buffalo, Reinhart 20 
(O’Reilly, Okposo), 15:26 (pp). 

Shots on Goal-Buffalo 21-9-14-44. 
N.Y. Rangers 10-7-6—23. 

Power-play opportunities—Buffalo 1 
of 3; N.Y. Rangers 2 of 3. 

Goalies—Buffalo, Ullmark 1-2-0 (11 
shots-10 saves), Lehner 14-26-9 (12-8). 
N.Y. Rangers, Georgiev 4-3-1 (44-43). 

A-18,006 (18,006). T-2:24. 

Blues 2 , Blue Jackets 1 

St. Louis 1 1 0-2 

Columbus 0 1 0-1 

First Period—1, St. Louis, Steen 15 
(Brodziak, Berglund), 3:00. 

Second Period—2, St. Louis, Tarasenko 
29 (Schwartz, Schenn), 9:37.3, Columbus, 
Atkinson 19, 14:32. 

Shots on Goal-St. Louis 8-13-7-28. 
Columbus 14-12-8-34. 

Power-play opportunities—St. Louis 0 
of 2; Columbus 0 of 3. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Allen 26-21-2 (34 
shots-33 saves). Columbus, Bobrovsky 
34-22-5 (28-26). 

A-19,080 (18,500). T-2:29. 


Blackhawks 3, Islanders 1 

Chicago 0 2 1-3 

N.Y. Islanders 0 0 1-1 

Second Period—1, Chicago, Kane 26 
(Gustafsson, Sharp), 2:36 (pp). 2, Chica¬ 
go, Saad 17 (Oesterle, Rutta), 4:25. 

Third Period—3, N.Y. Islanders, Tava¬ 
res 33 (Hickey, Lee), 17:18. 4, Chicago, 
Seabrook 6,18:46. 

Shots on Goal—Chicago 9-10-6—25. 
N.Y. Islanders 10-8-14-32. 

Power-play opportunities—Chicago 1 
of 2; N.Y. Islanders 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Chicago, Forsberg 10-16-3 
(32 shots-31 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Halak 
18-26-6 (24-22). 

A-13,091 (15,795). T-2:14. 

Capitals 6, Canadians 4 

Washington 3 1 2-6 

Montreal 1 1 2-4 

First Period—1, Montreal, Galchenyuk 

17 (de la Rose), 8:35. 2, Washington, 
Kuznetsov 22 (Backstrom, Carlson), 11:11 
(pp). 3, Washington, Wilson 12 (Back¬ 
strom), 14:49. 4, Washington, Wilson 13 
(Backstrom, Burakovsky), 18:11. 

Second Period—5, Washington, Bea¬ 
gle 7 (Orlov, Chiasson), 4:52. 6, Montreal, 
Hudon 9 (Shaw, Benn), 19:58. 

Third Period—7, Washington, 

Kuznetsov 23 (Backstrom, Carlson), 1:10 
(pp). 8, Washington, Oshie 17 (Jerabek, 
Burakovsky), 4:52. 9, Montreal, Hudon 10 
(Reilly, Shaw), 9:28. 10, Montreal, Galla¬ 
gher 28 (Drouin, Retry), 18:03 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Washington 10-10-10— 
30. Montreal 9-5-7-21. 

Power-play opportunities—Washing¬ 
ton 2 of 3; Montreal 1 of 3. 

Goalies—Washington, Grubauer 13- 
9-3 (21 shots-17 saves). Montreal, Price 
15-24-6 (30-24). 

A-21,302 (21,288). T-2:37. 

Sharks 5, Flames 1 

Calgary 1 0 0-1 

San Jose 2 1 2-5 

First Period—1, San Jose, Dillon 4 

(Meier, Tierney), 7:52. 2, San Jose, Han¬ 
sen 2 (Burns, Goodrow), 9:06. 3, Calgary, 
Stone 3 (Ferland, Stewart), 12:17. 

Second Period—4, San Jose, Kane 26 
(Tierney), 8:26 (sh). 

Third Period—5, San Jose, Braun 4 
(Karlsson, Couture), 10:09. 6, San Jose, 
Kane 27 (Dillon, Pavelski), 12:10. 

Shots on Goal—Calgary 11-17-10—38. 
San Jose 9-14-10-33. 

Power-play opportunities—Calgary 0 
of 4; San Jose 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Calgary, Rittich 8-6-3 (33 
shots-28 saves). San Jose, Jones 28-18-6 
(38-37). 

A-17,562 (17,562). T-2:32. 

Devils 2 , Lightning 1 

Tampa Bay 0 0 1-1 

New Jersey 1 1 0-2 

First Period—1, New Jersey, Hischier 

18 (Mueller, Butcher), 17:51. 

Second Period—2, New Jersey, Palm- 
ieri 21 (Zacha, Hall), 10:59. 

Third Period—3, Tampa Bay, Palat 9 
(Point, Sergachev), 4:22 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 14-10-12— 
36. New Jersey 11-13-7-31. 

Power-play opportunities—Tampa 
Bay 1 of 2; New Jersey 0 of 1. 

Goalies—Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 42- 
15-3 (31 shots-29 saves). New Jersey, 
Kinkaid 21-10-2 (36-35). 

A-16,514 (16,514). T-2:33. 

Oilers 3, Kings 2 

Los Angeles 1 1 0-2 

Edmonton 2 1 0-3 

First Period—1, Edmonton, Aberg 4, 
0:45. 2, Edmonton, McDavid 37 (Rattle, 
Larsson), 15:32. 3, Los Angeles, Muzzin 8 
(Carter, Pearson), 16:00. 

Second Period—4, Edmonton, McDa¬ 
vid 38 (Sekera, Slepyshev), 4:08. 5, Los 
Angeles, Carter 9 (Rieder, Pearson), 6:19. 

Shots on Goal—Los Angeles 9-16-4— 
29. Edmonton 11-7-9-27. 

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange¬ 
les 0 of 1; Edmonton 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Los Angeles, Quick 30-27-2 
(27 shots-24 saves). Edmonton, Talbot 
29-27-2 (29-27). 

A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:15. 


Landeskog, Avs 
top Knights in SO 


Associated Press 

DENVER — The game had a 
postseason intensity. So Gabriel 
Landeskog brought out his best 
shot — even if he might’ve had his 
eyes closed when he took it. 

A capacity crowd certainly let 
him know the result. 

The Colorado captain beat 
Marc Andre-Fleury with a nifty 
move in the shootout and the Ava¬ 
lanche kept expansion Vegas from 
clinching a playoff spot on their 
home ice by beating the Golden 
Knights 2-1 on Saturday. 

“It was a lot of fun and the 
crowd was incredible,” said Lan¬ 
deskog, who explained that on his 
winning tally he came in from an 
angle on Fleury, cut toward the 
middle and shot the puck with his 
eyes shut. “[Fleury] made some 
nice saves on me during the game. 
It was nice to get that one back.” 

Semyon Varlamov stopped all 
three shots in the shootout. He 
finished with 39 saves, including 
seven in overtime. 

Carl Soderberg was back on the 
ice after missing two games with 
an illness and contributed with 
a first-period goal. Colorado re¬ 
mains in the thick of the playoff 
picture as the team picked up its 
26th home win, tied for the third- 
most in Avalanche history. 

The Pacific Division-lead¬ 
ing Golden Knights are on the 
doorstep of earning their playoff 
spot. They were kept in this game 
thanks to the play of Fleury, who 
was back in the net after sustain¬ 
ing an undisclosed injury Tues¬ 
day. Fleury made 29 saves. 

Devils 2, Lightning 1: Keith 
Kinkaid made 35 saves and host 
New Jersey took another mgjor 
step toward making the playoffs 
for the first time since 2012 with 
a victory over Tampa Bay. 

Nico Hischier and Kyle Palm¬ 
ier! scored for the Devils, who 
have elevated their playoff chanc¬ 
es with wins in five of seven games 
—including outstanding efforts in 
beating two-time defending Stan¬ 
ley Cup champion Pittsburgh and 
the Eastern Conference-leading 
Lightning on consecutive nights. 

Capitals 6, Canadiens 4: Evg¬ 
eny Kuznetsov and Tom Wilson 
each scored twice and Nicklas 
Backstrom had four assists as vis¬ 
iting Washington beat Montreal. 

Jay Beagle and T.J. Oshie 
also scored for the Capitals, 
who strengthened their grip on 
first place in the Metropolitan 
Division. 

Panthers 4, Coyotes 2: Denis 
Malgin snapped a tie with 3:45 
left and host Florida overcame a 
two-goal deficit by scoring four 
times in the third period to rally 
past Arizona. 

Vincent Trocheck had two 
goals and an assist for the Pan¬ 
thers, who remained three points 
behind New Jersey for the final 
Eastern Conference playoff spot. 


Rangers 5, Sabres 1: Jimmy 
Vesey had two goals and an as¬ 
sist, Alexandar Georgiev stoped 
43 shots, and host New York 
completed a sweep of the teams’ 
three-game season series. 

Chris Kreider, Mika Zibane¬ 
jad and Neal Pionk each added a 
goal and an assist as the Rangers 
improved to 13-3-0 in the last 16 
meetings with the Sabres. 

Blackhawks 3, Islanders 1: 
Anton Forsberg stopped 30 shots 
and Patrick Kane and Brandon 
Saad scored in the second period 
to help visiting Chicago snap a 
five-game losing streak. 

Sharks 5, Flames 1: Evander 
Kane scored twice, and host San 
Jose won its seventh straight. 

The Sharks improved to 10-2 
since acquiring Kane just before 
the trade deadline last month, in¬ 
cluding this current streak that 
is the longest for San Jose since 
a seven-game run from March 25 
to April 5, 2013. 

Hurricanes 5, Senators 2: 
Phillip Di Giusseppe and Jordan 
Staai each had a goal and assist to 
lead visiting Carolina. 

Brock McGinn, Noah Hani- 
fin and Jeff Skinner also scored, 
and Cam Ward stopped 34 shots 
to help preserve the Hurricanes’ 
slim playoff hopes. 

Maple Leafs 4, Red Wings 3: 
Nazem Kadri scored with 7:26 
left in regulation, helping Toronto 
extend its club-record home win¬ 
ning streak to 13 games with a 
victory over Detroit. 

Kasperi Kapanen, Connor 
Brown and William Nylander had 
the other goals for Toronto, which 
also tied a franchise mark with its 
45th win. 

Blues 2, Blue Jackets 1: Jake 
Allen made 33 saves, Alexander 
Steen scored on St. Louis’ first 
shot of the game, and the visit¬ 
ing Blues stopped Columbus’ 10- 
game winning streak. 

Vladimir Tarasenko also scored 
for St. Louis, which has won five 
in row. The Blues have also won 
four straight games on the road 
and earned points in four of their 
last five away from home. 

Wild 4, Predators 1: Devan 
Dubnyk stopped 19 shots and 
Jason Zucker scored his 30th goal 
and added an assist to lead host 
Minnesota past Nashville. 

Joel Eriksson Ek, Nino Nieder¬ 
reiter and Zach Parise also scored 
for the Wild, who overcame a slow 
first period to outwork the West’s 
top team and hand the Predators 
their second straight loss. 

Oilers 3, Kings 2: Connor Mc¬ 
David had two goals to take over 
the NHL scoring lead, and host 
Edmonton held off Los Angeles 
for its third straight victory. 

Pontus Aberg also scored and 
Cam Talbot made 27 saves for the 
Oilers, who are 4-1-1 in their last 
six games. 
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HIGH SCHOOL: DODEA EUROPE 


NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE WEEKEND 


Diamond teams get first taste of action 


Stars and Stripes 

Baseball and softball joined the 
2018 DODEA Europe spring sports 
lineup over the weekend, starting a 
two-month run a week after soccer got 
the spring season underway. 

That momentum will be short-lived, 
however, as the organization will ad¬ 
journ for spring break after a handful 
of games Friday. The season resumes 
the weekend of April 14, at which point 
track and field, the last spring sport to 
begin, makes its debut. 

Alconbury: The defending Division 
III girls soccer champi¬ 
ons edged divisional rival 
Brussels for a 3-2 vic¬ 
tory on Saturday. Laela 
Evans scored a pair of 
goals, including the game-winner, for 
the Dragons. 

AFNORTH: The Lions used a sec¬ 
ond-half scoring outburst 
to knock off boys soccer 
rival Spangdahlem. AF¬ 
NORTH scored four goals 
after halftime to stretch 
a narrow 2-1 halftime lead into a 6-3 
victory. 

American Overseas School of Rome: 

I The Falcons knocked off 
defending Division II boys 
soccer champion Mary- 
mount on Saturday in a 
rematch of Marymount’s 
overtime win in the 2017 title match. 
Alessandro lanni scored three goals to 
pace AOSR. 

Ansbach: The Cougars won a boys 
I soccer match over Ho- 
I henfels in unusual fash- 
Saturday. Goalie 
I Nick Benson kicked in a 
long-range goal from near 
midfield to secure the 2-1 victory. 

Aviano: Saints star Hailey Pulliam 
continued to dominate 
the DODEA Europe girls 
soccer field Saturday. 
Pulliam scored all of Avia- 
no’s goals in a 3-1 defeat 

of Florence. 

Baumholder: The Bucs have been 
sidelined so far this soc¬ 
cer season, but they’ll 
sneak in a game before 
spring break. Local rival 
Spangdahlem visits for a 
girls and boys set on Friday. 

Black Forest Academy: The Falcon 
soccer teams were idle over the week¬ 
end and will remain so until after the 
DODEA Europe spring break. BFA vis¬ 
its Wiesbaden on April 14. 

Brussels: The Brigands earned a 
I soccer split with rival Al¬ 
conbury as the Brussels 
boys took a 1-0 decision. 
Aljaz Urbane found the 
net for the decisive Brus¬ 
sels score. 

Florence: The school’s boys soc¬ 
cer team played Aviano to a scoreless 
tie on Saturday. The team takes on 
defending Division II champion Mary- 
mount on April 14. 

Hohenfels: The Tigers will tackle a 
I tough large-school soc¬ 
cer schedule on the other 
side of spring break. Ho¬ 
henfels hosts Vilseck on 
April 14 and Wiesbaden 


Kaiserslautern: The Raiders are 
off to a 2-0 start this 
spring after sweeping a 
season-opening base¬ 
ball doubleheader from 
Spangdahlem on Satur¬ 
day. Nolan Sherman earned the save 
in the first game and the win in the 
second game, striking out 13 batters in 
a five-inning one-hitter on the second 
occasion. 

Lakenheath: The Lancers won’t see 
baseball or softball action 
until after spring break, 
but they’ll make up for 
f j lost time in April. The 

^ Lancers take on Spang¬ 
dahlem, SHAPE and Wiesbaden over 
three consecutive weekends. 

Naples: The Wildcats recorded their 
second straight blowout 
girls soccer win on Satur¬ 
day, routing Sigonella 5- 
0. Roxanne Sasse scored 
three goals to pace the 
Naples offense. 

Ramstein: The Royals earned a 4- 
I 2 victory over reigning 
Division I girls soccer 
I champion on Saturday. 

Ramstein built a 3-0 lead 
' to seize control of its sea- 
son-opening match. 

Rota: The Admirals are playing a 
more filled-out spring 
schedule of soccer, base¬ 
ball and softball this year, 
but it won’t start until 
after spring break. First 
up is a boys and girls soccer set April 
14 at Spangdahlem. 

SHAPE: The Spartans opened their 
girls soccer season in 
impressive fashion over 
the weekend. SHAPE 
blanked Alconbury 2-0 
on Friday and handled 
Division I rival Lakenheath 3-1 on 
Saturday. 
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Brussels’ Juliette Mobley, right, chases Alconbury’s Isabel Black towards the Brigands’ goal during a 
soccer match at RAF Alconbury, England, on Saturday. Black outran several Brussels defenders over the 
course of the Dragons 3-2 victory. 


Sigonella: Early returns suggest the 
Jaguarsare well-equipped 
to defend their Division 
ll/lll softball champion¬ 
ship this spring. Sigonella 
earned an 8-1 win over 
Vicenza and a 12-1 win over Aviano to 
begin the effort Friday. 

Spangdahlem: The Division II Senti¬ 
nels opened their softball 
season Saturday with a 
22-18 victory over Divi¬ 
sion I host Kaiserslautern. 
Ashley Otto picked up the 
pitching win for Spangdahlem. 


Stuttgart: The Panthers knocked 
off a defending soccer 
champion for the second 
straight week on Saturday 
as the school’s boys team 
beat the Kaiserslautern 
Raiders 4-1. The conquest of the reign¬ 
ing boys champs came a week after 
the Stuttgart girls routed defending Eu¬ 
ropean champion Wiesbaden 5-1. 

Vilseck: The Falcons make their 
deferred spring debuts 
on Friday. Vilseck hosts 
Wiesbaden on the soccer 
pitch and visits Hohenfels 
on the diamond. 


Vicenza: The Cougars’ light early- 
season soccer schedule 
ramps up considerably 
after spring break. They 
host Naples on April 13, 
then welcome Stuttgart 
and Vilseck to town as part of a four- 
team Division I meet April 20-21. 

Wiesbaden: The Warriors debuted 
their new baseball field on 
Saturday, and christened 
it with a comeback win to 
earn a split with Stuttgart. 
Thomas Wieland spear¬ 
headed the rally with a bases-clearing 
double in the fourth inning. 
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Ansbach’s Zach Blaser, right, brings the ball toward the Hohenfels goal during a match at Hohenfels, Germany, on Saturday. 


on April 21. 
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NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE WEEKEND 

Yokota playing at 
championship level 

Panthers top defending baseball champs 


IWAKUNI, Japan — If the Yokota baseball 
team still has a lot of work to do to return to its Far 
East Division II Tournament championship level 
of 2015-16, you’d not know it gazing at the box 
score of Saturday’s game against the team that 
dethroned the Panthers. 

Glen Willingham batted 3-for-3 with a double 
and five RBIs and Sean Caffrey shut down M.C. 
Perry on two hits and two walks with seven strike¬ 
outs in three innings as the Panthers routed the 
Samurai 16-0. That was just hours after Yokota 
edged Perry 4-2 on a frigid Friday. 

“We have a strong pitching staff; that really 
helps, and the hitters are coming through big for 
’’ outgoing Panthers coach Ste- 
I ven Ferch said. “But we have a long 
way to go. We have to clean up all 
I of our errors.” 

Miscues were not an issue Satur¬ 
day, when the Panthers went errorless. But two 
errors on Friday did lead to two first-inning un¬ 
earned runs, and the Panthers had to come from 
behind with two runs each in the third and fourth 
innings. 

Still, it was a measure of vengeance for Yokota, 
which lost the D-ll final last May 24 to Perry 2-1. 
Ferch sounded a cautionary note to his charges to 
not look too far ahead. 

“The team is starting to gel,” Ferch said. “But 
we can’t take anybody lightly. We have to stay 
humble and focused.” 

The Panthers have two more playing dates be¬ 
fore taking two weeks off for the spring break; a 
Wednesday home matinee against Kinnick and a 
Thursday double header at Zama. The weekend 
games were the last for the Samurai before the 
break. 

M.C. Perry: Flours after falling to three-time 
I D-ll finalist Yokota, the Samurai re¬ 
bounded with a 19-13 softball romp 
overthe Panthers. Olivia Reneau had 
three hits and two RBIs and Flailey 
Greulich and Anna Fuerst each had 
two hits, Fuerst also collecting two RBIs. 

E.J. King: The Cobras leveled their girls soc- 
I cer win-loss record at 5-5 with a 2- 
1 home win Saturday over Sasebo 
I Jutsugyo, a Japanese team. Gabi 
Shultz upped her goal total to 10 
^ and Pruella Ng got her first score of 
the season. Claire May added an assist. 

Kinnick: It was a Red Devil of a weekend for 
I Kinnick, which swept four soccer 
matches from Perry. Kai Sullivan 
scored four times as the boys won 
8-1 and 2-0. Maggie Donnelly’s 
* four goals lifted the Red Devils past 
Perry 8-1 and 4-0. 

Zama: The Trojans also enjoyed a huge soc- 

i cer weekend at Edgren. Barou Yopio 
had three goals and four assists as 
the boys downed Edgren 4-0 and 
7-3. Meridean Duarte had five goals 
and Siobhan GrabskI five assists in 
the girls’ 8-2 and 5-4 wins. 

Edgren: Trinity Fiers swept the discus and shot 

i put, Edgren’s girls track and field 
team won the 400 and 3,200 re¬ 
lays and Jada Flowers took the long 
jump and the Eagles girls finished 
with 121 points, second to Kinnick 
and tops among Division II girls teams. 


Seoul American: David Kang and Daniel Lee 
each went 2-for-4 and combined for 
five RBIs as the Falcons salvaged a 
baseball split of their season-open¬ 
ing two games Saturday at Camp 
Walker, routing Csan 20-2. Daegu 
scored in the top of the seventh to beat the Fal¬ 
cons 6-5. 

Daegu: Bethani Newbold, a freshman transfer 
I from Alabama, went 5-for-8 with a 
double, a home run and three RBIs 
as the Warriors continued their hot 
early-season run, beating Csan 16- 
7 and Seoul American 14-7 in a 
Saturday twin bill. The Warriors are 3-0 so far. 

Humphreys, Osan: Hayden McMillan scored 
twice, giving her 10 for 
the season, and Elay- 
na Snyder stopped six 
shots as Humphreys 
shut out defending 
Korea Blue Division regular-season and tourna¬ 
ment champion Osan 4-0, the first win in school 
history against the Cougars. It was Osan’s first 
defeat in Korea Blue play since the 2016 regular 
season. 

Kadena: Adrianna Gomez totaled five goals 

- and two assists and Pam Barrett 

two goals and four assists as the 
^anthers won twice on Saturday, 
8-1 over Tomishiro Minami and 7-0 
over Naha Shogyo. Gomez has 13 
goals and Barrett 11 assists for the Panthers, 8-0 
this season. 

Kubasaki: The Dragons girls track team beat 
Kadena for the first time this season 
117-84 in Saturday’s Okinawa quad 
I meet. Ja’Tavia Callier won the high 
jump and the 100 and 300 hurdles. 
Savannah Fermin took the short 
sprints and Elizabeth Joy the 800 and 1,600. 

— Stars and Stripes 
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Yokota senior right-hander Sean Caffrey 
delivers against M.C. Perry during 
Saturday's game. The Panthers routed 
the defending Far East Division II 
champion Samurai 16-0. 
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Track crews clear snow at Martinsville Speedway on Sunday. The NASCAR Cup Series 
race was postponed until Monday because of inclement wether. 

Briefly 


Curry, Irving might not 
be ready for playoffs 


Associated Press 

The NBA playoffs start in three weeks. 
Whether Boston’s Kyrie Irving and Golden 
State’s Stephen Curry will be ready when 
the postseason starts seems doubtful, at 
best. 

The Celtics said that Irving will need 
at least three and possibly as many as six 
weeks to recover from a procedure per¬ 
formed to relieve irritation on his left knee 
Saturday, that news coming almost simul¬ 
taneously with the word that Curry has 
a Grade 2 sprain of the medial collateral 
ligament in his left knee. 

The Warriors said Curry will be evalu¬ 
ated again in three weeks. 

Based on those timetables, it would ap¬ 
pear that both the Celtics and Warriors 
will not only be without their All-Star point 
guards for the rest of the regular season — 
but very easily could still be without them 
for Game Is of their respective first-round 
matchups. 

“It could be a lot worse,” Warriors coach 
Steve Kerr told reporters just before Cur¬ 
ry’s MRI results were revealed. “You think 
about some of the other guys in the league 
that have suffered injuries this year. Gor¬ 
don Hayward is the first one that comes to 
mind. This is not a m^or injury. The tim¬ 
ing’s not ideal but we can overcome this.” 

If Irving needs six weeks, that would 
mean the Celtics would need to get through 
the entire first round without their best 
player. Irving’s procedure was to remove 
a wire in his surgically repaired kneecap, 
since that wire was irritating a tendon and 
apparently causing soreness. 

Federer loses at Miami Open 

KEY BISCAYNE, Fla. — Roger Federer 
lost his second consecutive match and the 
No. 1 ranking Saturday. 

Big-serving Australian Thanasi Kokki- 
nakis, a qualifier ranked 175th, rallied to 
upset Federer 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 (4) at the Miami 
Open. The 36-year-old Federer had been 
the oldest No. 1 man ever, but he’ll lose that 
spot to Rafael Nadal when the new rank¬ 
ings come out April 2. 

“I deserve it after this match,” Federer 
said. “That’s how I feel.” 

Kokkinakis became the lowest-ranked 
man to beat a No. 1 player since No. 178 
Francisco Clavet upset Lleyton Hewitt 
in 2003. That upset was also at Key 
Biscayne. 


Sale, Duffy make early exits 

Chris Sale and his fellow aces are hav¬ 
ing all sorts of trouble with these tuneup 
starts. 

Sale was knocked off the mound by a line 
drive Saturday and exited with a bruised 
left hip. He said the injury wasn’t serious 
and wouldn’t jeopardize his opening day 
start Thursday for the AL East champion 
Boston Red Sox at Tampa Bay. 

On Friday, San Francisco ace Madison 
Bumgarner sustained a broken pinkie on 
his pitching hand when he was struck by a 
line drive. He is expected to miss at least 
two months. 

Hours after Sale was hurt, Kansas City 
lefty Danny Duffy exited in the third in¬ 
ning because of shoulder tightness. He 
said he expected to be OK to start on open¬ 
ing day at home against the White Sox. 

Thomas reaches Match semis 

AUSTIN, Texas — Justin Thomas won 
two matches Saturday to reach the semifi¬ 
nals of the Dell Technologies Match Play. 

One more and he gets to No. 1 in the 
world. 

Thomas made quick work of Si Woo Kim 
in the morning, and then trailed for the first 
time all week against Kyle Stanley — just 
not for long. Thomas won three straight 
holes to start the back nine, made a 6-foot 
par putt to stay in control and closed out 
Stanley, 2-and-l. 

Dustin Johnson didn’t win a match this 
week and will not get any world ranking 
points. That means Thomas only has to 
reach the championship match Sunday to 
reach No. 1. 

In other golf news: 

■ Cristie Kerr blew a five-stroke lead 
Saturday in the Kia Classic to set up a final- 
round showdown at Aviara Golf Club. 

A day after shooting an 8-under 64 to 
open the big lead, Kerr had a 75 to drop 
a stroke behind playing partner Lizette 
Salas, Eun-Hee Ji and In-Kyung Kim. 

NASCAR postpones Cup race 

MARTINSVILLE, Va. — The NASCAR 
Cup Series race at Martinsville Speedway 
was postponed until Monday because of in¬ 
clement weather. 

Rain and light snow started falling Satur¬ 
day afternoon and continued into the night, 
creating dangerous driving conditions. 
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WOMEN'S NCAA TOURNAMENT 


All four No. 1 seeds reach Elite Eight 

UConn, Notre Dame advance again; defending champ South Carolina up next for Huskies 



Frank Franklin II)/AP 


Connecticut players, from left, Crystal Dangerfield, Katie Lou Samuelson and Gabby Williams celebrate a 
three-point basket by Williams during the first half against Duke on Saturday. 

layup off the glass with 6:38 left 


Associated Press 

ALBANY, NY. — It was a good 
day for the top seeds in the wom¬ 
en’s NCAA Tournament. 

No. 1 seeds UConn and Notre 
Dame reached the Elite Eight, 
joining Louisville and Mississippi 
State, which advanced on Friday. 
The Huskies will face defending 
champion South Carolina and the 
Irish will play Oregon on Mon¬ 
day in matchups of the top two 
seeds in the Albany and Spokane 
regions. 

It’s been rare that UConn has 
played against the defending na¬ 
tional champion in the past two 
decades. Then again, the Huskies 
have been the champ 10 times 
since they played Tennessee in 
1997. 

“You can’t waste a lot of time 
worrying about the other team 
because until today we didn’t 
know who the other team was 
going to be, so you concentrate 
more on you being ready. At this 
time of year, you say to yourself: 
‘What’s South Carolina going to 
do that we haven’t seen yet this 
year?”’ UConn coach Geno Au- 
riemma said. “And the same thing 
with them. We’re not going to do 
something that they’re going to 
say, ‘This takes us completely by 
surprise.’ You just want to make 
sure that you’re going to do the 
things that you’re good at, and 
then whatever happens after that 
happens. 

“Just because you’re ready for 
something doesn’t mean you’re 
going to be able to handle it 
great.” 

Both UConn and South Caro¬ 
lina got strong efforts from their 
seniors to advance to the regional 
finals Monday night. 

Gabby Williams and Kia Nurse 
played solid defense, holding 
Duke’s talented backcourt of 
Lexie Brown and Rebecca Green- 
well to just 16 points — nearly 18 
below their average. 

“We’re fortunate that our two 
seniors are two of the better de¬ 
fensive players in the country,” 
Auriemma said. “We can count 
on those two every game. Gabby’s 
going to play great every game. 
She plays at a certain level every 
game. Kia’s one of the tough¬ 
est competitors we’ve had at 
Connecticut.” 

Wilson had 20 points and 13 
rebounds to help the Gamecocks 
beat a plucky Buffalo squad. 

“I just feel like my energy re¬ 
ally helps my teammates,” Wil¬ 
son said. “That’s the biggest 
thing. That’s my goal, whether it’s 
screaming at one or just scream¬ 
ing at everyone. That’s just how I 
operate. I really try to use that on 
every possession.” 

Notre Dame got a solid shoot¬ 
ing effort from Marina Mabrey, 
who set the school’s tournament 
record with seven three-pointers 
in a win over Texas A&M. 

“I think a few times in transi¬ 
tion, they might have mixed up 
some players. Got some shots 
there,” Mabrey said. 


The Irish advanced to the Elite 
Eight for the seventh time in nine 
seasons. 

Albany Regional 

UConn 72, Duke 59: Na- 

pheesa Collier had 16 points and 
11 rebounds to help the overall 
top-seeded Huskies advance to 
the regional finals for the 13th 
consecutive season. 

Connecticut scored the first 
seven points of the game begin¬ 
ning with a banked-in three- 
pointer from Nurse and they were 
off and running. 

Fifth-seed Duke (24-9) had 
only given up an average of 49 
points in its first two games of 
the tournament. UConn had that 
by the end of the third quarter, 
much to the delight of the parti¬ 
san crowd of 10,658 that took in 
the Albany Regional. 

The Blue Devils were only 
down seven early in the second 
quarter when they went cold from 
the field, going scoreless over the 
next SVi minutes. UConn extend¬ 
ed its advantage to 30-16. 

South Carolina 79, Buffalo 63: 
That the upstate New York crowd 
wasn’t rooting for South Carolina 
didn’t matter one bit to Wilson. 
Her imposing presence inside 
and her booming voice proved 
enough for the Gamecocks to es¬ 
cape Buffalo. 

The 6-foot-5 Wilson, the con¬ 
sensus first pick in the next 
WNBA draft, had 20 points and 


13 rebounds, Alexis Jennings 
added 20 points, and South Caro¬ 
lina held off the upstart Bulls. 

Wilson’s three-point play gave 
the Gamecocks a 60-52 lead be¬ 
fore Cierra Dillard’s driving 


cut the deficit again. But Buffalo 
missed three straight shots and 
a fast-break layup by Doniyah 
Cliney gave South Carolina a 10- 
point lead with just over five min¬ 
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Notre Dame forward Kristina Nelson challenges the shot by Texas 
A&M guard Chennedy Carter during the first half on Saturday. 


utes to go. 

Spokane Regional 

Notre Dame 90, Texas A&M 

84: Muffet McGraw checked 
through the list of all the things 
the Irish did poorly early on. Bad 
shot selection. Lack of rebound¬ 
ing. Not enough stops on defense. 

“We got down big. We’ve been 
down in other games. We feel 
like we are poised and can come 
back,” McGraw said. 

The Irish (32-3) rallied from a 
13-point first-half deficit and are 
back in their familiar spot of play¬ 
ing for a trip to the Final Four. 
They will face No. 2 seed Oregon 
in the regional final on Monday. 

Alike Ogunbowale scored 17 
of her 27 points in the second 
half and Marina Mabrey added 
25, hitting a career-high seven 
three-pointers. 

Oregon 83, Central Michigan 

69: Oregon’s run to the Elite 
Eight last season was a delight¬ 
ful surprise. This year, the Ducks 
made it with a more businesslike 
attitude. 

Asked if the team was elated to 
be returning to the regional finals 
after beating Central Michigan, 
guard Sabrina lonescu replied: 
“Define elation.” 

“We have high expectations of 
ourselves,” she said. 

lonescu just missed another 
triple-double with 16 points, 10 
assists and nine rebounds for 
second-seeded Oregon, which 
jumped on No. 11 seed Central 
Michigan early in their Spokane 
Region semifinal and never re¬ 
ally let up. 

Ruthy Hebard had 23 points 
and 14 rebounds. 

Scoreboard 


ALBANY REGIONAL 
At Albany, N.Y. 

Regional Semifinals 
Saturday, March 24 

South Carolina 79, Buffalo 63 
UConn 72, Duke 59 

Regional Championship 
Monday, March 26 

South Carolina (29-6) vs. UConn (35-0) 

SPOKANE REGIONAL 
At Spokane, Wash. 

Regional Semifinals 
Saturday, March 24 
Notre Dame 90, Texas A&M 84 
Oregon 83, Central Michigan 69 
Regional Championship 
Monday, March 26 
Notre Dame vs. Oregon (33-4) 

KANSAS CITY REGIONAL 
At Kansas City, Mo. 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 23 

Mississippi State 71, N.C. State 57 
UCLA 84, Texas 75 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 25 

Mississippi St. (35-1) vs. UCLA (27-7) 

LEXINGTON REGIONAL 
At Lexington, Ky. 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 23 

Oregon State 72, Baylor 67 
Louisville 86, Stanford 59 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 25 

Oregon St. (26-7) vs. Louisville (35-2) 

FINAL FOUR 
At Columbus, Ohio 
National Semifinals 
Friday, March 30 

Albany champion vs. Spokane champion 
Kansas City champion vs. Lexington 
champion 

National Championship 
Sunday, April 1 

Semifinal winners 
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NCAA TOURNAMENT 


Won: Sister 
Jean ready 
for Texas trip 

FROM BACK PAGE 

In the end, it was the Ramblers 
cutting down the nets. 

After three close calls, this one 
was downright easy. 

“We believed that we could do 
something like this — do some¬ 
thing really special — because 
we knew we had such good chem¬ 
istry and we’ve got such a good 
group,” said Richardson, who was 
named MVP of the regional. “Ev¬ 
eryone would say we were crazy. 
If we said this was going to hap¬ 
pen, people would call us crazy, 
but you’ve just got to believe.” 

No one believes more than their 
98-year-old team chaplain. Sister 
Jean Dolores Schmidt, who led a 
prayer in the locker room before 
the game. When it was done, she 
was pushed onto the confetti-cov¬ 
ered court in her wheelchair to 
join the celebration. 

Sister Jean donned a Final Four 
cap — she even turned it around 
backward, just to show she’s hip 
to the kids — and gave a gleeful 
thumbs-up. 

She’s already looking forward 
to a bigger game next weekend. 

“I’m going to San Antonio,” she 
said. “That’s going to be great.” 

Also joining the celebration 
were several players from the 
Ramblers’ 1963 national cham¬ 
pionship team, which played one 
of the most socially significant 
games in college basketball his¬ 
tory on its way to the title. It was 
known as the “Game of Change,” 
matching the Ramblers and their 
mostly black roster against an all- 
white Mississippi State team at 
the height of the civil rights move¬ 
ment, setting up an even more 
noteworthy contest three years 
later when Texas Western, with 
five African-American starters, 
defeated Kentucky in the national 
championship game. 

Les Hunter, a member of that 
’63 team, said these Ramblers are 
capable of bringing home another 
title. 

“I think they’re the best right 
now,” Hunter said. “They work 
so well together. They can play 
with anybody — anybody — right 
now.” 

Even with a title on its resume, 
this Loyola performance came 
out of nowhere. The Ramblers 
had not made the tournament 
since 1985 until they broke the 
drought by winning the Missouri 
Valley Conference. 

Then, as if benefiting from 
some sort of divine intervention, 
the Ramblers won their first 
three tournament games by a 
total of four points . 

Finally, with the Final Four on 
the line, they turned in a thor¬ 
oughly dominating performance 
against the ninth-seeded Wild¬ 
cats (25-12), the other half of the 
first 9-VS.-11 matchup in tourna¬ 
ment history. 

Not the least bit intimidated, 
Loyola came out in attack mode 
right from the start against a 
Kansas State team that rode a sti¬ 
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Loyola-Chicago guard Ben Richardson, right, embraces head coach 
Porter Moser after beating Kansas State 78-62 on Saturday. 


fling defense to the regional final. 
Moving the ball just as you’d ex¬ 
pect from a veteran squad with 
two seniors and two fourth-year 
juniors in the starting lineup, the 
Ramblers kept getting open looks 
and bolted to a 36-24 halftime 
lead. 

“They jumped out to that big 
lead and it was tough for us to 
come back,” said Xavier Sneed, 
who led Kansas State with 16 
points. “They kept their foot on 
the gas.” 

The Ramblers shot 57 percent 
against a team that is used to shut¬ 
ting opponents down, including 9- 
for-18 from three-point range. 

Kansas State hit just 35 percent 
from the field — 6 of 26 beyond 
the arc. 

Early on the second half, Rich¬ 
ardson swished a three-pointer 
as he was fouled by Kamau 
Stokes, winding up flat on his 
back, flashing a huge smile with 
his arms raised above his head. 
He knocked down the free throw 
to complete the four-point play, 
stretching the lead to 44-29. 

Loyola led by as many as 23. 

“We’re just a bunch of guys that 
everybody laughed at... when we 
thought we were going to play 
Division I basketball,” Clayton 
Custer said. “Nobody thought we 
could do any of this.” 

They do now. 


Scoreboard 


NCAA Tournament 

EAST REGIONAL 
Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 23 

Villanova 90, West Virginia 78 
Texas Tech 78, Purdue 65 

Regionai Championship 
Sunday, March 25 

Viilanova (33-4) vs. Texas Tech (27-9) 

SOUTH REGiONAL 
Regionai Semifinais 
Thursday, March 22 
Loyola of Chicago 69, Nevada 68 
Kansas State 61, Kentucky 58 
Regionai Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Loyola of Chicago 78, Kansas State 62 
MiOWEST REGiONAL 
Regionai Semifinais 
Friday, March 23 
Kansas 80, Clemson 76 
Duke 69, Syracuse 65 

Regionai Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Kansas (30-7) vs. Duke (29-7) 

WEST REGiONAL 
Regionai Semifinais 
Thursday, March 22 
Michigan 99, Texas A&M 72 
Florida State 75, Gonzaga 60 
Regionai Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Michigan 58, Florida State 54 
FiNAL FOUR 
At The Aiamodome 
San Antonio 
Nationai Semifinais 
Saturday, March 31 
Loyola of Chicago (32-5) vs. Michigan 
(24-11) 

East champion vs. Midwest champion 

Nationai Championship 
Monday, Aprii 2 

Semifinal winners 


the Wildcats even when things 
got a little sloppy in the closing 
minutes. 


Big picture 

Loyola: While Richardson was 
the top scorer, the Ramblers got 
contributions from everyone. 
Marques Townes (13 points) and 
Donte Ingram (12) were also in 
double figures, while burly fresh¬ 
man center Cameron Krutwig 
came up big on the inside (nine 
points, seven rebounds). 

Kansas State: The Wildcats 
were surrendering an average of 
53.3 points per game in the NCAA 
Tournament and had not allowed 
more than 59 in their first three 
games. Loyola went by that with 
more than 9 minutes to go, which 
was more than enough to hold off 


Up next 

Loyola: The Ramblers will 
meet West Regional winner 
Michigan next Saturday in San 
Antonio. The Wolverines beat 
Florida State 58-54. Loyola has a 
shot at becoming the lowest-seed¬ 
ed team to win a national champi¬ 
onship, a distinction held by No. 8 
seed Villanova since 1985. 

Kansas State: After their im¬ 
pressive run in the tournament, 
the Wildcats will face heightened 
expectations next season. All five 
starters, plus ailing forward Dean 
Wade, can return next season. 


Michigan stops 
Fiorida State 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — Moe Wag¬ 
ner climbed the ladder, snipped 
the final strand and whipped the 
net around his head while thou¬ 
sands of Michigan’s West Coast 
fans roared. 

The Wolverines hadn’t caused 
much disturbance to those nets 
at Staples Center during the West 
Region final. They also knew it 
didn’t matter, because Florida 
State troubled the twine even less. 

When shots aren’t falling, 
Michigan knows it can rely on 
defense, discipline and tenacity. 
And by doing all the hard things, 
the Wolverines muscled their way 
to the Final Four. 

Charles Matthews scored 17 
points and Michigan earned its 
first Final Four berth since 2013 
with a 58-54 victory over the 
Seminoles on Saturday night. 

“I’ve never seen a team work 
so hard and be so connected on 
both ends of the floor,” Michigan 
coach John Beilein said. “Even 
when things do not go right on the 
offensive end, they were excep¬ 
tional on defense.” 

Wagner added 12 points as the 
Wolverines (32-7) earned their 
13th consecutive victory by per¬ 
severing through a defense-domi¬ 
nated second half despite shooting 
4-for-22 from 3-point range. 

After taking a 10-point lead 
on Duncan Robinson’s 3-pointer 
with 2:26 to play, Michigan’s lead 
dwindled to three before RJ. 
Savoy missed a potential tying 
three-pointer for Florida State 
with 58 seconds left. The Wol¬ 
verines held off a late charge 
from the Seminoles (23-12), who 
had already knocked off three 
higher-seeded opponents on their 
school’s longest NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment run since 1993. 

“We take pride in our defense, 
so we believe in ourselves,” said 
Michigan guard Muhammad-Ali 
Abdur-Rakhman, who scored 
nine points on 3-for-9 shooting. 


“We knew we had to get stops. 
We weren’t making free throws. 
That comes with the game some¬ 
times. We just had to continue to 
get stops.” 

With tenacious defense and just 
enough made free throws down 
the stretch, Michigan hung on and 
advanced to San Antonio, Texas, 
next weekend to face the under¬ 
dog heroes of Loyola-Chicago 
(32-5), who stunned the sport by 
winning the South Region. 

The third-seeded Wolverines 
are much less of a surprise, but 
the achievement is no less impres¬ 
sive for Beilein’s squad, which 
wore its “Do More, Say Less” 
shirts throughout the week. 

Michigan let its fans do the talk¬ 
ing: The Wolverines had a distinct 
home-court advantage from thou¬ 
sands of vocal fans packed into 
the lower bowl of the Lakers’ and 
Clippers’ home arena, and they 
seemed to need all of those cheers 
to survive an off shooting night. 

“I felt like we were in Ann 
Arbor,” Beilein said. 

Phil Cofer scored 16 points for 
the ninth-seeded Seminoles (23- 
13), who couldn’t match their late 
rally past top-seeded Xavier last 
week because they simply couldn’t 
score consistently, going 7-for-30 
from the field in the second half 

“Even though we were getting 
good stops, we couldn’t get into 
our offensive flow because they 
were doing a good job defensive¬ 
ly,” Florida State coach Leonard 
Hamilton said. “When we did get 
into the lane, we didn’t finish our 
plays. The thing about Michigan’s 
team, they are not totally defined 
by one particular player. They’re 
a complete basketball team.” 

Savoy trimmed the Wolverines’ 
lead to 55-52 on a three-pointer 
with 1:17 to play. He then missed a 
potential game-tying three-point¬ 
er and two more three-pointers in 
the final minute. 

“They call themselves the junk¬ 
yard dogs,” Beilein said, referring 
to Florida State’s nickname for its 
defense. “Well, we’re pit bulls.” 



Alex Gallardo/AP 

Michigan forward Moritz Wagner (13) shoots over four Florida State 
players during the second half Saturday in Los Angeles. 
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Feeling blue 

Wolverines top Seminoles for 
spot in San Antonio » Page 31 



Loyola-Chicago’s Lucas Williamson, Nick Dinardi and Christian Negron, from left, celebrate winning the South Regional championship against Kansas State, 78-62, on Saturday 
in Atlanta. No. 11 Loyola-Chicago matched the lowest-seeded team ever to reach the Final Four, joining LSU (1986), George Mason (2006) and VCU (2011). 

Won of Four 


Loyola-Chicago extends unlikely run with win over K-State in South final 


By Paul Newberry 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Porter Moser stood in 
front of the scarf-clad Loyola cheering sec¬ 
tion, a bit dazed but beaming from ear to 
ear. 

“Are you kidding me! Are you kidding 


me!” the Ramblers coach screamed over 
and over. 

No kidding. 

Loyola is headed to the Final Four. 

An improbable NCAA Tournament took 
its craziest turn yet Saturday night, when 
Ben Richardson scored a career-high 
23 points and the llth-seeded Ramblers 


romped to a 78-62 victory over Kansas 
State to cap off a stunning run through the 
bracket-busting South Regional. 

The Ramblers (32-5) matched the low¬ 
est-seeded team ever to reach the Final 
Four, joining LSU (1986), George Mason 
(2006) and VCU (2011). Those other three 
all lost in the national semifinals. 


Don’t bet against Loyola, which emerged 
from a regional that produced a staggering 
array of upsets. The South became the first 
regional in tournament history to have the 
top four seeds — including overall No. 1 
Virginia — knocked out on the opening 
weekend. 

SEE WON ON PAGE 31 


Four No. 1 seeds reach Women's Elite Eight » Page 30 











